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DAVID GARRICK, Bev, 


SER, 


"OUR eving pine me the 

© honour of inſcribing this book 

- to you, and the very favourable . . 
nion you was pleaſed to entertain of 
it, claims no leſs my acknowledgments, 


than it gratifies my ambition. I ac- = 


count it the more honourable as being 
an entire ſtranger to you, whom not 
: knowing before, 

ee melf unknown, ” 88 
1 confeſs, Sir, I have no other pre- : 
tenſion to ſo diſtinguiſhing a patronage 
than the wiſh oof contributing to the 
amuſement of the public, who, I pre- 
ſume, will _— allow the ſtrict pro- 


 priety # 


vi Tu I DEDICATION. 
priety of addreſſing a work of this 
ſort to a gentleman whoſe ſtudies have 
been fo + verſant with thoſe repoft- 
tories of literature from whence this 
compilation has been chiefly ſelected, 
nor, at the ſame time, perhaps, is there 
any perſon in the world whoſe conver- 
| fation (fo replete with lively wit, bon 
mots, and apt alluſions) ſtands leſs in 
need of ſuch an aid as this. It is a 
moſt ſenſible pleaſure to me that I have 
2 opportunity of profeſſing myſelf 
ne of your great admirere. e in A 


aue, manner 9 2 * 1 215 
i s I 0 | 
5 Your moſt obliged, 


FrB. 2, 1778. 
2970 2201p on Humble Servant, 


Tus EDITOR, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE very flattering reception the 


firſt impreſſion of this work met with _ 


from the public, has encouraged the 


editor to uſher into the world a ſecond | 


edition, with ſuch ample additions and 


emendations, as will, he hopes, render 


any apology unneceſſary for its ſecond 
appearance in print. Thoſe readers 
who are fond of this ſpecies of read- 
ing, will here (he flatters himſelf) find | 
a pleaſing variety, that will greatly add | 
to their amuſement and rifibility. The 
editor cannot lay down his pen, with- 
out expreſſing, in the moſt grateful 
terms, his acknowledgments to thoſe 


ſubſcribers who ſo liberally Fee 
the firſt edition. N 
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HEN | the great duke of Ka. 
© borough viſited the duke of Mon- 
tague at Boughton, he, in high terms, com- 
mended the excellency of his water works, 


to which As: latter, with great quickheſs, | 


replied, But they are by no means _ 


* parable 11 N Grace 8 e : a 
Pen, 108 celebrated founder 0 legiſ- 
lator of the Colony of Penſylvania, had 

both great and amiable qualities, and was 

no ſtranger to the eſſentials of good · breed 1 
ing, though he was too ſtubborn to yield 


to the forms 'of it. He had, or. effected = 


to have, all the ſpirit of the Hat, which 
ayailed him much as the leader of a peo- 
Vol. I, 7 B a | ple 
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2 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 


ple who made it a part of their religion, 


Me arecredibly informed, that he fat with 
. his hat on before Charles II. and the king, 
às a gentle rebuke for his ill manners, put 


off his own. Upon which Pen ſaid to 
him, Friend Charles, why doſt thou not 
keep on thy hat.? The K ing anſwered, 
It is the cuſtom of this place, that never 
© above one perſon ſhould be covered at a 


time. 


In Mr. Pennanc's entertaining tour to 


Scotland, 1s this fingular anecdote : CE | 


have heard hereſatLinlithgow] of a letter 
from James VI. to borrow, from the Earl 


of Mar, a pair of ſilk ſtockings, to appear 
n before the Engliſh ambaſſador. Though 
] cannot authenticate theſe relations of 


the ſimplicity of the times, yet 1 have a 
< curious letter from the ſame monarch, to 


3 borrow athouſand marks*,or 54l, + 38, 4d. 


A dean mark is thirteen pence. oy 
1 A Scotch pound twenty pence. 


— ————— neue —¼ 
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in the year 1589, being that of his wed- 
ding, telling the lender [John Boiſwell, 
of Balmonto], Te will rather hurt your- | 


2 ſelf veiry far, than ſee the diſhonour of | 


you prince and native country with the 


< povertie of baith ſet downe bore the face 
6 ſtrangers. 


When hi firſt ducheſs of Marlborough | 
was deſirous of having an account of her 
public conduct given to the world, Mr. 
Hocke, a Roman Catholic, in the myſtic 
way, and compiler of the Roman Hiſtory, 
was, by Mr. Pope and others, recommended 
to her Grace, as a proper perſon to draw up 

this account, under her inſpection; and, 

by the aſſiſtance of the papers ſhe commu- 
nicated to him, he performed this work ſo 
much to her Grace's ſatisfaction, that ſhe 
talked of rewarding him largely, but 
would do nothing till Mr. Pope came to 

her, whoſe company ſhe then ſought all 
i opportunities to procure, and was uneaſy 
25 js 26 W- 
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to be without it. He was, at that time, 
with ſome friends, whom he was unwilling 
to part with, a hundred miles diſtant. But 
at Mr. Hooke's earneſt ſolicitation; when 
Mr. Pope found his preſence ſo eſſentially 
concerned his friend's intereſt and future 
ſupport, he broke through all his engage- 
ments, and, in the depth of winter, and ill 
ways, flew to his aſſiſtance. On his com- 
ing, the ducheſs ſecured to Mr. Hooke 
five thouſand pounds; and, by that means, 
attached him to her ſervice ; but, ſoon af- 
ter, ſhe took occaſion, as was uſual with 
her, to quarrel with him. 


He ev ry turn by violence purſu'd, 
Not more a bot her hate, tage art 


Thus Mr. Hooke Wed the matter. 
The reaſon ſhe gave of her ſudden diſlike 
of him, was, his attempt to pervert her to 

popery. This is not without probability: 
for he finding her Grace (as appears from 
the Account of her Conduct) without any 
religion, 


—— —— ——— 2—ͤ—2ͥͥa; . —— — EOIn 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 5 
religion, might think it an act of no com- 
mon. aſe to wo her gg on. 4 


110 . reign a the Hs Quins Kune, | 
this great earl of Peterborough, a man of 


tiny body, but of heroic ſoul, had the 


command of the Engliſh forces in Spain, 
in ſupport of the houſe of Auſtria's claim ; 
to the Spaniſh dominion, and, to defeat 
Lewis the XIV's ambitious views of 
ſertling his grandſon, on the throne of the 


Spaniſh monarchy. In this army were ſe- 


veral natives of the three kingdoms, &c, 
ſubject to the Britiſh ſceptre: among the 5 
ſubalterns the Scotch, being the more nu- 
merous, reſolved to make a diſplay there- 


of, by ſummoning all native Scots to dine 


together, at a place appointed for the ce- 
lebration of their patron Saint Andrew, 

then near at hand. By a ſubſequent act of 
their national indulgence, it was alſo made 
known throughout the army, that the na- 
tive Scots would admit to dine with. them, 
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Scotch blood i 
 markable for a droll diſpoſition and hu- 
mourous turn of mind) thought this Cale- 
donian ſelfiſh invitation too tempting an 
-,..occafion” for a ſarcaſtic joke againſt the 
5 Sets to let it ſlip. Whether the humour-. 
1 queſtion was a native of England, 
5 1 or Ireland, we cannat aſſert; but, 
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on that occaſion, all derived from, or who 


could produce any proofs of their having 
heir veins. An officer (re- 


- 2 Andrew's day: he. dreſſed himſelf og 
in the gentecleft.c manner he could, and pre- 
ente himſelf at the door of the appointed 
e - Being aſked what part of 
Scotland he was from, he replied, From 
none He was, in the next place, aſked, 
(his anſwer implying his having been born 


out of Scotland) from what Scotch family 
he might be deſcended, either by father or 
mother, and how make out proofs of hav- 


ing Scotch blood in his veins: the offi- 
cer anſwered the Scotch enquirer, That nei- 
ther by f faber or ge was he deſcended - 

| tem 


added Sawney, beginning 
ſerious at the appretendlf 
againſt the ancient kingdom, if you were 
© neither born in Scotland,” nor are de- 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 7 
from any Scotch family. Why, friend,” 
to look very 
of an affront 


©ſcended from any Scotch family, how 


can you pretend to produce any proofs of 


© Scotch blood for your admiſſion to our ſo- 


_ © lemn feaſt of St. Andrew ?? Nothing 


© ſo eaſy” :” replied the wag. . Then pulling 


off his gloves, ſhewed, between his fingers, 
glaring ſymptoms of the itch. *© There 
friend,“ ſaid he, are. rrefragable proofs of 


my having Scotch blood in me; therefore 
let me paſs I'll paſs my durk into 
© your wemb, you ill-bred kern, ſaid the 


angry Caledonian, * for daring thus to in- | 
_ © ſult us and our ſaint.“ The officer was 


obliged to take to his heels and run off; 


for the affront being communicated to ſuch 


of the company as were come, a detach- 


ment was ſent after the offender, who was 
lucky enough to reach the generals tent 


Ib 4 . before 
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breath, and 
0 made him laugh heartily: he inter- 
Ceded for the delinquent, and deprecated 
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* before he could be overtaken. The general 


aſked the ca of his being ſo. out of 


the purſuit; which being 


the reſentment of the Scots for that time, 


upon his RY never to relapſe, Cas. 


I 
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m the year 1940 the denten of thi | 
country party were carried to an extrava- 
gant height againſt Sir Robert Walpole, 


Whoſe power was then nearly at end. Mr. : 
_  'Sandys, on the 11th day of February, 
| went up to the ; miniſter, in the Houſe of 


Commons, and informed him, that in 


two days time, he ſhould bring a charge 


againſt him in public. Sir Robert 


Was no ſtranger to the intended moti- 


on, nor to che day it was propoſed to be 


made, nor even to the honourable gentle- 
man's intention of acquainting him with it. 
HFle therefore received the intimation with 


the greateſt compoſure and dignity, and 
WES EE 
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not without ſome mixture of contempt at » 
the nature of the information, and, after 
6 deſiring fair play, he laid his hand * | 
his, breaft, faying, * 


i — 


: A murus aheneus eſto. 
Nil conſcire ſibi, nulli palleſcere ok px. 


Mr. Dai (afterwards Earl of Bath) 
who, as uſual, ſat upon the bench with him, 

faid dryly, that that was falſe Latin; the 

miniſter wagered a-guinea that it was not, 

and a copy of Horace being immediately 
produced, and the words of the author wa 
pearing to be . 

12 4 6 —— ulla palleſcere b 1 

Mr. Pulteney took the guinea, and held i it 
up with this ſarcaſtic obſervation, That it 
was the only guinea of the public money, 
that be had received for leveral Poon 725 15 


8 Og reign of, yoo . king „ 
Fagdlands the Greeks waged war upon the 
duke of Benevento, and made him very 
uneaſy. Thedbald, marquis * Spoleto, 1 
B 4 his 


* 10 
1 
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his ally, marching to his aſſiſtance, and | 


having taken ſome priſoners, ordered them 
to be caſtrated, and, in that condition, ſent 
them back to the Greek genera], with or- 


ders to tell him, that he had done it to 


oblige the emperor, whom he knew to be 
a lover of eunuchs, and that he would en- 


deavour to ſend him, in a ſhort time, 'a 


much greater number of them. The mar- 


quis was preparing to be as good as his 


word, when one day a woman, whoſe huſ- 
band had been taken priſoner, came all in 


tears to the camp, and begged to ſpeak to 


Thedbald. The marquis having aſked her 
the cauſe of her grief, My Lord,” ſays ſhe, 


© I wonder that ſuch a valiant hero as you 


- * ſhould trifle away your time in warring | 
with women, when men are unable to re- 
_ © ſiſt you.“ Thedbald replied, That ſince the 


days of the Amazons, he had never: heard 


that war had been made upon women. 
« My Lord,” anſwered the Greek woman, 
ran a crueller be made upon. us, than to 
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© deprive our | huſbands of what gives us 
© health, pleaſure, and children? When 
© you make eunuchs of them it is mutilating 
| © us, not them: you have lately taken away 


* our cattle and goods, without any com- 
* plaint from me: but this being an irrepa- 


rable loſs to ſeveral of my neighbours, I 
could not avoid imploring the compaſſion 
* of the conqueror.“ The whole army was 


ſo pleaſed with this woman's ingenious de- 


claration, that they reſtored her huſband 
to her. As ſhe was going away, Thed- 
bald aſked her, What ſhe would be willing 
ſhould be done to her huſband, if he was 


found in arms again. He has eyes, ſaid 


his own, Which you may take from him, 


if he deſerves. it; but leave him, if- 
| "uu pleaſs, What ue belongs to me,” 


— # 1 


Sos: the 8 ee when att 
Bath, dined along with ſome other gentle 2 
men one day at a lady's houſe who was a 


B 6- pProdigi- 


ſhe, a noſe, hands, and feet: theſe are 


7 
. 


pine: do, pray, ſpout a little the Ghoſt 
of Gimlet.“ Madam,“ ſaid Quin, with 


of Gimlet is laid, never to riſe again. 
Inſenſible of this check, ſhe proceeded: 
Well, to be ſure, you looked and talked | 
o like a real ghoſt; and then the cock : 
_ * crawed ſo natural, I wonder how you 
uk could teach him to crow ſo exact, in the 
very nick of time; but, I ſuppoſe, he's 


„Dung-hill, madam. Well dung-hill, 


8 n, at GOP houſe: to. wake the maids. of 


12 CURTOU'S ANECDOTES. 
prodigious admirer of his ability as an ac- 
tor. In the courſe of converſation, ſhe 
addreſſed him in theſe. words: Mr. 

Gwynn, I was once vaſtly entertained 
with your playing the Ghoſt of Gimlet at 
Drury-lane, when you roſe up through the 
< ſtage, with a white face and red eyes, and 

ſpoke of -quails upon the frightful porcu- 


* 


a glance of ineffable diſdain, the Ghoſt 


game — ant he game, Mr. Gwynn d 


or not dung- hill, he has got: uch a clear 
£ counter- tenor, that J wiſh J had ſuch ano- 


8 Sa morn- 


cuRlous ANECDOTES, IF... 

© a morning. Do you know where I could 

© find one of his brood ?* © Probably i in the 

« work-houſe of St. Giles's Pariſh, madam; _ 
but 1 proteſt I know not his particular 

© mew.” © Good God, fiſter,* cried» her 
brother, how you talk! I have told you, 
4 twenty times, that this gentleman's name 

is not Gwynn.“, <Hoity toity; brother, 

ſhe;replied;:# navaffchce, I hope 1-Gwynn- -. 
18 Famhéhourable name, of true old Bri- 
< tiſh extraction. I thought the gentleman. 

© had been come of Mrs. Helen Gwynn, 
who was of his own profeſſion; and, if ſo, 
obe that were the caſe, he might be of 
king Charles's breed, and have royal 
blood in his veins.“ Nos madam, an- 
ſwered Quin with great ſolemnity, my 

mother was not a whore of ſuch diſtine- | 
tion. True it is, I am Tometimes: tempt- 
Sed: to 9 Myſelf of royal feſcent x 

jk are often arbitrary. 

| Sean:abſlute prince, at this in- 
han, 1 "heſiexs I ſhould ſend for the head 
ab . _ 
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of your cook in a charger. She has 
committed felony on the perſon of that 
* John Dory; which is. mangled in a cruel 
manner, and even pretrntad without 
| © ſave,” Het 7 = oo 


15 


, : x 2 Ky » : A 
As, ; 1 A 


Haie 8 queen 1 Bissbetb w opus, 


enjoyed, for ſome years, her majeſty's fa- 


vour, till-he had loſt it by the following 
adventure: One day, as he was walking, 


in a meditative mood, in the palace gardens 


under the queen's windows, ſhe perceived 


him, and faid to him joking,” What 
does a man think of when he thinks of 
© nothing ?” Of the promiſes of a woman.“ 


anſwered Carey. Tou may have hit the 
nail on the head, and it may be ſo: re- 
plied Elizabeth. She withdrew, but did 


not forget Carey's anſwer. Some time af · 


ter he ſolicited a peerage, and put the 
queen in mind that ſhe had made ſuch a 
promiſe to him. Well, and what then, 


ſaid ſhe, it was only the promiſe of a 


woman.“ 
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8 c woman.” She conſtantly afterwards re- 

. fuſed to hear him, which he took ſo much | 

* at heart, chat he died with n — 

t | 95 | 3 
The following: a6gdbes; df: Dr. Murer 1 

bung biſhop of Rocheſter, was often 

s mentioned by the late earl of Cheſterfield. 

- We ſhall give it in his own words: I went 

4 to Mr. Pope one morning at Twickenham, 

„ and found a large folio Bible, with gilt 

s | < clafps, lying before him upon his table; 

i | © and, as I knew his way of thinking upon 

S * that book, I aſked him, jocoſely, if he 

Ff © was going to write an anſwer to it ?* «It 

4 eis apreſent,” *ſaid he,” *orrather a legacy, 

>: « from my old friend the biſhop of Ro- 

— « cheſter.” I went to take my leave of him 

1 « yeſterday in the Tower, where 1 ſaw this 

Bible upon his table. After the firſt 

>. e compliments, the biſhop ſaid to me, May 

a | * friend Pope, conſidering your infirmities, 

1 and my age and exile, it is not likely that 

* << WE ſhould ever meet again; and, therefore, 

A 1 1 give 


31 „„ 
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I give you this legacy to remember me 


cc by! it: take it home with you, and let me 


« adviſe you to abide by it.” Does your 
<« Lordſhip abide by it yourſelf ?? «] do.” 


, ce If you do, my Lord, it is but lately. | May | 


4 beg to know what new light Or argu- 
4 ments have prevailed with you now, to 


< entertain an opinion ſo contrary to that 


„ which you entertained of that book all 


the former part of your life?“ The bi- 
<< ſhop replied, © We have not time to talk 


of theſe things; but take home the book; 


„ will abide by it; and I recommend to 


you to do fo too, and ſo God bleſs you.” 


The ſtory. of Nell Gwynn, (one of 


Charles II's miſtreſſes) paying the debt 


of a worthy clergyman, whom, as he 


- bailifſs hurrying to priſon, is a known 


fact; as is alſo that of her being inſulted in 
her coach at Oxford, by the mob, who 
miſtook her for the ducheſs of Portſmouth. 


W e 7 (another 
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(another miſtreſs to that merry monarch); 3 
upon which ſhe looked out of the window 


and ſaid, with her uſual good humourz : 


Pray, good people, be civil: am the 
proteſtant whore. This laconic ſpeech 


drew upon her the bleſſings of the popu- 
lace, who ſuffered her to proceed n 172. 


* 


further e * 100 


4 
7 F XI > * 
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A gentlechaiy Glace: Lande, who: had 
been appointed to. ſome duty in a public 

office at Edinburgh, being a ſtranger in 
that city, and having no friends to furniſn 
him with a bed, and few acquaintance to 
give him any aſſiſtance, found himſelf ob- 


liged to conceal himſelf in an alley (Where 


the houſes were at leaſt ten ſtories high, and 
in the brighteſt ſunſhine, that it was im- 
poſſible to ſee any object diſtinctly), in or- 


der to be nigh the centre of the town, where 55 
his employ ment compelled him to p | 


{ moſt 

part of the day. As he perceived his 

woeging as S000 as b neighbours, it in- 
= | "duced 
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God him to continue there, until he diſs 


covered himſelf extremely weak and ema- 


ceiated, occaſioned by conſtant violent per- 


ipirations, in which he waked every morn- 


ing. The obſervations, which ſome of 
his aſſociates made on the alteration of his 
embonpoint, and the ſituation to which he 
was reduced (for from a ſtout and luſty- 


man, he was now become a mere ſhadow),. 


perſuaded him to think himſelf really ill 
and in a conſumption | Accordingly he 


ſent for the profeſſor, and another or two 
of the learned eren who, we . 


A0 hits to Fo ina a very rer ho 


and adminiſtered. every reſtorative which 


the Eſculapian art could ſuggeſt or ſupply. 


But all without effect: he ſtill continued 


to grow worſe; and, at length, almoſt to- 


tally exhauſted, and giving himſelf a prey 


to deſpair; he ſent up for his landlady to be 


a witneſs to his will; who, much concern- 


ed n. n Ude and with 
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tears in her eyes, ſaid, How unfortunate 


ſhe had been ſince ſhe kept houſe; that 


her two former lodgers had died with 


herz that ſhe was ſure ſhe did every thing 
to ſerve them all; that, for her part, ſhe 
always took care that their linen was well 
aired ; and, as for her rooms, nothing 
could be drier or. more free from damp- 


neſs; that her neighbour, good man, was 
a baker, and his oven was directly under 
them; that ſhe was ſure, therefore, they 5 
muſt be warm, and it was impoſſible to 
catch cold in her houſe. 


Good God! 
cried the gentleman, an oven under my 
* room ! no wonder I am in a canſumption 
* after having been baked for theſe three 
months paſt. Upon which he ſent for the 
baker, and found what ſhe ſaid was true; 
that the oven was immediately under his 


bed, and that the. decreaſe of his health 


had been in proportion to the increaſe of 


the baker's buſineſs. The diſcovery, there- | | 


fore, being a much better medicine than 
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ridicule the oddity of the accident. 
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any the profeſſors could - preſcribe, he 
quitted this enfer, by degrees recovered his 
ſtrength and conſtitution, and lives now to 


* 


4 a ewe 


The preſent emperor of Germany, paſ- 


ſing one night along a ſtreet in Vienna, 


on one ſide of which runs a wall that ter- 


minates one of his gardens, he perceived a 


young female, who-ſeemed to be crying'to 
herſelf. . He aſked her what gave her fo 


much uneaſineſs. To this, ſhe made no 


reply, but. ſobbed on. He repeated his 


_ queſtion. She anſwered, That it would 
be of little ſignification to tell, for he 


could be of no ſervice to her. My 


turned the emperor, who made, in dif- 


guiſe, but rather a ſhabby appearance, 
but, perhaps, it may, nevertheleſs, - be 
in my power to remove thoſe tears from 


your eyes.“ The emperor ſtill-preſſing 
to be informed, the young woman re- 


luctantly 


the Palzce, and 1 inquire for ſuch a perſon : 
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luctantly acquainted him, That her mo- 
ther was in the greateſt diſtreſs and very 


ill, and that ſhe | the daughter] was then 


going to raiſe money on her only remain- 


ing cloaths (thoſe ſhe had on her excepted) 
for their preſent ſubſiſtence. 


He inquired. 
after her family, and ſhe informed him, 


that her father was an officer, and died in 


the ſervice. He aſked her if they had no 
penſion. She told hith, no. * Why have 


you not preferred a memorial to the em- 


© peror ?? The girl anſwered, That ſeveral _ 
had been delivered to a great man, belong- 


ing to the court, to be preſented by him 


to the emperor, but they had availed no- 
thing. 
« ceived them ?? She ſaid, There was no 
« doubt of that: bur,? continued ſhe, they 
* ſay the emperor is a miſer.” He told her 
he had ſome intereſt at court, and deſired 
ſhe would come with a memorial in the 
morning, at ten o'clock, to ſuch a part of 


that 


Do you think the emperor 're- 


—— 


— 
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that he would be there, and would recom 


mend her mother's cauſe in ſuch a manner, 
as, he doubted not, would be attended 
with ſucceſs. The girl heſitated at the 
propoſal. * I will not deceive you, he re- 
turned, go, child, home to your mo- 


ther; ſpare your cloaths ; take this [giv- 


ing her three gold ducats], buy yourſelves 
food; and be ſure do not diſappoint me 
at ten to-morrow.” They parted: the 
young woman all amazed, ran home, and 


recounted her ſtory. The mother wept on 


the neck of the daughter; the daughter, 


drowned in tears, hung on that of the mo- 
ther. The emperor had given the proper 


orders in the morning for the reception of 
the young woman. She not coming to her 
time appointed, he made ſeveral impatient 


Inquiries, from that hour to near eleven, 


to know if ſhe were not yet come. Her 


ſtay at home was owing to a delicacy and a 
fear that ſhe could not account for. Indeed, 


ſomebody had ſuggeſted to her (on hearing 
1 the 
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) 


the deſcription of the perſon: who had ſo 
generouſly aſſiſted her, and knowing it 
was the report, that the emperor ſometimes 
amuſed himſelf in excurſions of this kind) 
that, perhaps, it might be the emperor 


himſelf. By the perſuaſions of her friends, 


however, at length, ſhe overcame her dif- 


ficulties; and, as the clock was ſtrikingele- 
yen, -ſhe made her appearance at the part 


of the palace where ſhe had been directed 


i Þ There was a perſon ready to receive 
her. She told him her buſineſs. . The 
« emperor, madam, has been waiting im- 
* patiently for you this hour.“ The ap- 


prehenſions inſtilled into her, now becom- 
ing a certainty, and theſe attended with 
fears (on account of her having made 10 


free with the character of the prince on the 


preceding night) at the name of empe- 


ror, ſhe was very near fainting; but, pre- 
ſently recovering, her being arrived was 
announced, and ſhe was ordered to be in- 


troduced. Her ſovereign was dreſſed with 
„ 1 5 


hs 
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more than common elegance end richneſs 
(perhaps for the greater contraſt to his 
appearance the night before.) She fell on 


her knees: ſhe loſt all utterance! He con- 
deſcendingly ſtoopeil to raiſe her up: he 


bid her be comforted: he aſked her for 
her memorial: ſhe gave it. He made a 


point of knowing to whom her former me- 
morials were delivered, that he might in- 


form himſelf of the reaſon he had never 


ſeen them, and prevent ſuch offences to 
himſelf and his ſubjects [theſe were his 


words] for the future. I ſhall make 
particular enquiries into the truth of your 
mmemorial' ſaid. the amiable young mo- 


narch, If I find the aſſertions are juſt, and 
* your diſtreſſes as repreſented, tell your 


mother 1 ſhall order a penſion, for herſelf 


and family, of 400 ducats.“ This was 


too affecting! ſhe fell at his feet! he raiſed 


her a ſecond time. She began withdraw- 


ing herſelf reſpectfully at a diſtance, as if 
departing. Had, ; continued the Prince, 


2 dl 
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8 take this purſe [containing 200 ducats]: it 


© is for yourſelf; and I give it you becauſe” 
you told me I am a miſer: let it bear 
* witneſs oy me to the Tr. | 


| The duke of York, it is fad, one day 
told the king his brother, that he had 


heard ſo much of old Milton, he had 
a great deſire to ſee him. Charles told the 


duke, that he had no objection to his ſa- 


 tisfyibg his curioſity; and. accordingly ' 


ſhortly after, James having informed him- 
ſelf where Milton lived, went privately to 


his houſe. Being introduced to him, and 
Milton being informed of the rank of his 


gueſt, they converſed together for ſome ks 
time; but, in the courſe of their conver- 
ſation, the duke aſked Milton, Whether he 


did not think the loſs of his fight was a 


judgment upon him for what he had writ- 


ten againſt the late king his father? Mil- 0 
ton's reply was to this effect: If your 


* highneſs thinks that the calamities which _ 
Vol. I. Wo * befal. 
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< befal us here, are indications of the wrath 


2 of Heaven, in what manner are we to ac- 


count for the fate of the king your fa- 
© ther? The diſpleaſure of Heaven muſt, 
| © upon this ſuppoſition, have been much 
greater againſt him, than againſt me: for 
I have only loſt my eyes, but he loſt his 
© bead.” The duke was exceedingly net- 
tled at this anſwer, and went away ſoon 
after very angry. When he came back to 
the court, the firſt thing he ſaid to the 
King, was, Brother, you are greatly to 
blame that you don't have that old rogue 
Milton banged.” Why what's the mat- 
< ter, James?” ſaid the king: you ſeem in 
A heat!” What have you ſeen Milton? 
Tes,“ anſwered the duke: I have ſeen 
him.“ Well, ſaid the king, in what 
condition did you find him?” Condition! 
replied the duke, why he's old, and very 
poor. Old and poor; ſaid the king: 
* well, and he is blind, is he not?? © Yea, 
ſaid the duke, * blind as a beetle.” Why 
N then 
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© then you are a fool, James,” replied the 
king, to want to have him hanged as a 
« puniſhment : to hang him will be doing 
© him a ſervice: it will be taking him out 
of his miſeries. No, if he is old, 

poor, and blind, he is miſerable enough Z 
© in all conſcience: let him live. 


"The late lord R, with many good 
qualities, and even learning and parts, had 
a ſtrong deſire of being thought ſkilful in 
phyſic, and was very expert in bleeding. 
Lord Cheſterfield, who knew his foible, 
and on a particular occaſion wiſhed to have 
bis vote, came to him one morning, and, 
after having converſed upon indifferent 
matters, complained of the head-ach, and 
_ defired his Lordſhip to feel his pulſe. It 
vas found to beat high, and a hint of looſ- 
ing blood was given. l have no objection; 
© and, as I hear your L.ordſnip has a maſterly 
© hand, will you favour me with trying your 
4 Aer upon me? A propos,” ſaid Lord 
: "if op Cheſters | 


* 
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Cheſterfield, after the operation ; do you 


go to the houſe to- day? Lord R, an: 


. ſwered, e did not intend to go, not 4 hoing 
_* ſufficiently informed of thequeſtion which 


is to be debated; but you who have con- 
+ ſidered i it, which ſide will you be of? The 


earl, having gained his confidence, eaſily 


directed his judgment: he carried him to 


the houſe, and got him to vote as he 


pleaſed. He uſed afterwards to ſay, That D 


none of his friends had done as much as 
be, having literally bled for the gagd. of 4 
bis country. 


7 e Hough, ſome time ſince biſhop 


of Worceſter, who was as remarkable for 
the evenneſs of his temper, as for many 
other good qualities, having a good deal 


of company at his houſe, a gentleman pre- 


ſent deſired his Lordſhip to ſhew him a cu- 
rious weather-glaſs which the biſhop had 


lately purchaſed, and which coſt him above, 


thirty guineas. The ſeryant was. accord- 


ingly 
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ingly defired-to bring it, who, in delivering 
It to the gentleman, accidentally let it fall, 


and: broke it all to pieces. The company 


were all a little deranged from the accident. 
Be under no concern, my dear Sir, ſays 
the biſhop, ſmiling, *T think it is rather a 


lucky omen: we have hitherto had a dry 
6 ſeaſon, and I hope we ſhall have ſome 
rain; for I proteſt I do not remember 


Lever to have Ren the glaſs ſo low.” 


{ 


f. Ihm Wilkins, a man of uncommotr . 


N Mi and abilities in the reign of Charles 


II. has been laughed at together with 
his chimeras: but even theſe ſhew 
themſelves to be the chimeras of a man of 


genius: Such was his attempt to ſhew the - 
poſſibility of a voyage to the moon; in a 


converfation with the ducheſs of Newcaſ- 7 


| tle; her grace afked kim, Doctor, where 
am I to find a place for baiting at, in the 


*way up to that planet?* Madam, ' ſaid 


ip *-of all the n in the world, I ne: 
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ver expected that queſtion from you, who. 
have built ſo many caſtles in the air, that 


you may live every night at one of your: 
own.“ 


The late earl of Cheſterfield was univer-- 


ſally eſteemed the Mecenas of the age in 


which he lived, Dr. Johnſon addreſſed. . 
the plan of his Dictionary of the Engliſh 


Language to him, on that account; and his. 


Lordſhip endeavoured. to be grateful, by 


recommending that valuable work in two. 
eſſays, which, among others, he publiſhed: 


in a paper, intitled, The World, conduct- 
ed Mr. Edward Moore, and his literary 


friends. Some time after, however, the 


doctor took great offence at being refuſed 
admittance to lord Cheſterfield, which 


happened by a miſtake of the porter; and, 


juſt before the work was finiſned, on Mr. 


Moore's expreſſing his ſurprize that John» 
mo did not intend to dedicate the book to 


his Lordſhip, the lexicographer declared 
; 965 | : | he- | 


e NN 


* 
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he was under no obligation to any great 


man whatever, and, therefore, ſhould nor 


make him his patron. © Pardon me, 8 
ſaid Moore; © you are certainly obliged to 


his Lordſhip for the two elegant papers 


he has written in favour of your perform 


© ance.” * You quite miſtake the thing!“ 
returned Johnſon; I confeſs no obliga- 


tion; I feel my own dignity, Sir; I hive 


made a Commodore Anſon's voyage 
* round the whole world of the Engliſn 


language; and, while 1 am coming into 
port, with a fair wind, on a fine ſun- 
ſhiny day, my lord Cheſterfield ſends out 
two little cock · boats to tow me in. I am 
very ſenſible of the favour, Mr. Moore, 


and ſhould be forry to ſay an ill-natured: 
thing of that\nobleman ; but I cannot 
* heb thinking he is a lord amongſt m_ 


* and a wit amongſt lords. 


Major Berner informs us, that, after 


che fatal battle of Worceſter, Charles II. 


0 3 arrived 


32 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. : 
arrived at the late Sir George Norton's 
houſe near Briſtol]: he went into the kitchen, 

by the advice of his ſuppoſed miltreſs 
[Mrs. Lane, who was aiding; i in his eſcape}, 
the better to conceal himſelf : and that, 
as he was ſtanding by the fire-ſide, near 
the jack, the cook maid deſired him to 
wind it up; and he fumbling until the 
ſpit ſtood ſtill, the maid ſtruck him, and 
calling himablack blockhead, aſked, Where 
the devil he had lived, that he had not 
learned to wind up a jack? The king 
modeſtly anſwered her with a bluſh; 
That he was a poor tradeſman's ſon, and 
had not been long in his lady's ſervice. 


I be following ſtory is related of general 
Kirk, who had ſerved many years at Tan- 
gier; and ſome time after his return to 

England, was preſſed by King James II. 
to become a proſelyte to the Romiſh reli- 
gion, as the moſt acceptable means of re- 
commending himſelf to favour and prefer- 
ment. 


g 
5 
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ment. Asſoon as the king had dene ſpeak- 
ing, Kirk expreſſed great concern that it 
was not in his power to comply with his 


majeſty's deſire, becauſe he was really pre- 


engaged. The king ſmiled, 
him what he meant? Why, truly, an- 
ſwered Kirk, when I was abroad, I pro- 35 
miſed the emperor of Morocco that, if 


and aſked 


* ever I changed my religion, I would 


turn Mahometan, and I never did break 


* my word in my life, and muſt beg leave 


to FO I never will * 


Bo The | 1 Sir W. — 


Yai; wan Far - 


mous for the keeneſs of his wit: he wag 


alſo remarkable for the foulneſs of his 


breath; ſo remarkable, that he was com- 


monly called the Bug. 


Coming into the 


Smyrna coffee-houſe one day after a ride, 
he complained bitterly of the north-wind, 
as it blew in his face all the way home. By 
laid colonel Cut? 


| __ Sir. William,” 
8 5. 
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King Charles II. afked Stillingflect, 
How it came about, that he always read 
his ſermons before him, when he was in- 


6 | 


EN Who tax next bm, 4 wth north-wind! 


s had the worſt of! it.“ bo, 


formed, he always preached'withour' book. | 


elſewhere? He told the king, Fhat the 
awe of ſo noble an audience, where he 
 faw nothing that was not greatly ſuperior 
to him; but chiefly the ſeeing before him 
ſo great and wiſe a prince, made him 


afraid to truſt himſelf. With which 
anſwer, the king was very well contented.. 


But, pray, ſays Stillingfleet, will, your 


*1osjofty give | me leave to ak n a queſ- 


when you can have none of the ſame rea - 


< ſons ' Why truly, doctor,“ ſays the 
king, your queſtion is a very pertinent 


Lone, and ſo will be my anſwer. I have 
7M es them. S Aare and for ſo much 
\ money, 
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8 money, that 1 am aſhamed to look: them 


in the face.” 


No man conceived a more thorough . 
8 contempt for religion than Cromwell, 
though he was indebted to it for all the 
power and honours he enjoyed. We have 


an undeniable anecdote of this, preſerved: 
in the St. John family, which is aſufficient- 
proof of the ſovereign contempt Cromwell 


entertained for that inſtrument , Which had 
produced ſuch wonderful effects in his 
hands. He was one day cracking a bottle 
with Ireton, Fleetwood, and St. John: 
they wanted to draw the cork of a bottle, 
when che corkſcrew happened to fall under 


the table: they were all of them in ſearch: 


time, word was brought in that a deputa- 
tion from the preſbyterian churches waited 


for an audience in the anti- chamber. Tell. 


them, ſays: Cromwell, that I am in 


private ſeeking the Lord. This was the 
ps canting 


5 


S 
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canting expreſſion of thoſe fanatics for be- 


ing at prayers. When he had, in this manner, 
diſmiſſed the deputation of the miniſters, 


he made uſe of theſe very words to his com- 


panions: Thoſe knaves think we were 
7 ſeeking the Lord, whereas, in truth, we | 


0 -are looking for che corkſcrew.? 


3 „Duden ai lite war, a commander of 
one of his majeſty's ſhips of war being ſta- 


tioned at Boſton in North America, had or- 
ders to cruize from time to time; in order 
do protect our trade, and diſtreſs the ene- 
| my. It happened unluckily that he re- 
turned from one of his cruiſes on a Sun- 


; day ; and, as he had left his lady at Boſ-- 


ton, the moment ſhe had heard of the 
ſhip's arrival, ſhe haſted down to the wa- 
ter's ſide, in order to receive him. The 
4 captain, on landing, embraced: her with : 
tenderneſs and affeQtion : this, as there 
were many ſpectators by, gave great of- 
fence, and was conſidered as an act of in- 
8 e decency, 
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decency, .and a flagrant profanation of the! 


fabbath. The next day, therefore, he was 
| ſummoned. before the magiſtrates, -who,: 


with many ſevere rebukes and pious ex- 


hortations, ordered. him to be publickly: 


whipped. Phe captain- ſtifled his indig- 
nation and reſentment as much as poſſible; · 
and, as the puniſhment, from the frequen- 
cy of it, was not attended with any degree 
of ignominy or diſgrace, he mixed with 
the beſt: company, was well received by: 
them, and: they were apparently good: 
friends. At length, the time of-the ſtation · 


| expired, and he was recalled ; he went, f 


therefore, with ſeeming concern, to take 
leave of his worthy friends; and, that they 
might ſpend one happy day together be- 
fore their final ſeparation, he invited the 
principal magiſtrates and ſelect men to dine 
with him on board his ſhip, upon the day 
of his departure. They accepted the in- 
vitation, and nothing could be more joyous 


and convivial than the entertainment which 


— — — = —— 3 — — — 
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he gave them. At length the fatal mo- 
ment arrived that was to ſeparate them: 
the anchor was a peak, the ſails were un- 


furled, and nothing was wanting but the 
ſignal to get under way. The captain, af- 
ter tak ing an affectionate leave of his wor- 


thy friends, accompanied them upon deck, 


where the boatſwain and crew were in rea- 


dineſs to receive them. He there thanked 
them afreſh. for the civilities they had 

ſhewn him, of which, he ſaid, he ſnould 
retain an eternal remembrance, and to 
which, he wiſhed it had been in his power 


to have made a more adequate return. 


One point of civility only remained to be 


adjuſted between them, which, as it was: 


in his power, ſo he meant moſt juſtly to 
recompenſe them. He then reminded. 
tem of what had paſted, and, ordering 
the crew to pinion them, had them brought 
one by one to the gang - way, where the 


boatſwain ſtripped. off their ſhirts, and, 


with a cat of nine tails, laid on the back 


* 
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of each forty ſtripes, ſave. one. They 
were then, amidſt the ſhouts and accla- 
mations of the crew, ſtioved: into their 
boats; and the captain, immediately get- 
3 vader way, failed for en 


Mr. < Quin, thi ator, being once ted © 
if he had ever been in Scotland, and how 
he liked the people; If you mean,” 


replied he, the lower order of them, 1 


© ſhall be at a loſs to anſwer you; for I had 
© no farther. acquaintance with them than 
© by the ſmell. As for the nobility they are 
numerous; and, for the moſt part, proud 

and beggarly. I remember when I croſſed 
from the north of Ireland into their d—d 
country, I came to a little, wretched vil- 
„lage conſiſting of a dozen huts, in the 
ſtyle of the Hotrentots, the principal of 


which was an inn, and kept by an earl. 


] vas mounted on a ſhrivelled quadruped, 
for there was no certainty of calling it 


d n or r gelding, much like a 
2 * North 
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North Wales goat, but larger and without 
* horns. The whole village was up in an 
inſtant to ſalute me, ſuppoſing, from the 
elegance of my appearance, that I muſt 
be ſome. perſon. of a large fortune and 
great family. The earl ran, and took 
hold of my-ſtirrup while I diſmounted ; 
* then turning to his eleſt ſon, who ſtood 


by us without breeches, ſaid, My Lord, 


do you take the gentleman's horſe to 
* the ſtable, and deſire your ſiſter, Lady 
Betty, to draw him a pint of two- penny; 
„for 1 ſuppoſe ſo great a mon will. 


ha' the beſt liquor in the whol houſ.”” 
©] was obliged,*.. continued Quin, to ſtay- : 


© here the. whole night, and to make a ſup- 
per of rotten potatoes and ſtinking eggs. 
The old nobleman was indeed very com- 
© plaiſant, and made me accept of his own 


| bed. 1 cannot ſay that the dormitory 


© was the beſt in the world; for there was 
0 nothing but an old box to ſit upon in the 
© room, and there were neither ſheets nor 

$ curtgins to the bed. Lady "— was 
5 2 kind 


— mm — — 6 ww, 02 
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kind enough to apologize for the apart- 
* ment, aſſuring me, Many perſons of 
great degnaty had frequently ſlept in it; 


and that tho' the blonkets luked ſae 


« block, it was not quite four years ſin 
* they had been waſhed by the counteſs 
her mother, and Lady Matilda Caroli - 
na Amelia Eleonora Sophia, one of her 

* younger ſiſters:“ | ſhe then wiſhed me a 

good night, and ſaid, that the viſ- 
count, her brother, would take particu- 
$ ar care to n. 175 n 


| Byery ö to 2. diſtin⸗ 
guiſhed character ought to be preſerved. 
That Shakeſpeare was of an amorous con- 
ſtitution, has been repeatedly told us; but 
of his particular connections with the fair, 
we are almoſt wholly in the dark. The 
following adventure is authentic, and, we 


believe, new to the world: one evening. 
when the tragedy of Richard III. was. 

to be acted, the poet obſerved a. ſmart 
2 11247) damſel. 


te tis I, Richard the Third,“ was the anfwer 
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damſel trip behind the ſcenes, and ſlily I ſt 
whiſper to Burbidge [a favourite player, I tr 
and an intimate of Shakeſpeare, who was 
to perform the part of Richard] that her 
maſter had gone out of town in the morn- 
ing; that her miſtreſs would be glad of his. 
company after the play, and that ſhe beg 
ged to know what fignal he would uſe? 
Three taps on the door, my: dear, and, 


of Burbidge. The girl decamped;. and: © 
Shakeſpeare, whoſe curioſity was ſufficient- ¶ tic 
Iy excited, followed her ſteps till he ſaw 
her enter a houſe in the city. On enquiry: 
in the neighbourhood; he found that the 
owner of the manſion was a wealthy mer» 
chant, but fuperannuated,. and exceeding» || 
ly jealous of his young wife. At length Þ| th 
the hour of rendezvous approached; and: I. 
the poet, having given the appointed ſignal, I ſa 
& c. obtained inſtant admittance. Nothing f ſi 
could equal the indignation of the lady BY 
when ſhe found herſelf ; in the arms of al lle 
ſtranger. 
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ſtranger. He flattered and vowed ;-ſhe 
frowned and ſtormed: but it was not in 


woman to reſiſt the ſoft eloquence of a © 55 


Shakeſpeare. In A word, the bard ſup- 
planted the player. He had even attained 


che ſummit of bliſs, before the repreſenta- 


tive of Richard appeared. No ſooner had 

he given the appointed taps, than Sbake- 
ſpeare, putting out his head from the win 
dow, demanded his buſineſs: Tis I, tis 
I. Richard the Third,“ replied the impa- 
tient Burbidge. Richard l rejoined the 


other :. * Knave begone 1 0 that Wil- 


* liam; the Conqueror reigned 
3 the A | _— 


6 


Mr. 3 the lite cgcing waters to 
the royal family, being in company with 


Picard the fencing-maſter, and the conver- 
ſation turning upon their different. profeſs. 
ons, each maſter ſupported the ſuperiori- 
ty of his talent over that of the other. At 
We words. araſe very high, and it was. 

agreed 
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n Mr. Voltaire for n ob- 
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.... agreed to determine the diſpute by arms, l 
next morning, in Hyde-park. The com- 7 
batants met, When Picard drew'his fword; 


Glover: drew his kit, and began to play WW F 
a minuet, ſaying, * Why don't you dance? I ! 


| Picard was very angry, exclaiming, He WW © 
did not underſtand being trifled with: I ! 
No, ſaid Glover, I don't trifle with you: I! 

I 

c 


this. proves the ſuperiority- of my profeſs | 


Lſion, as you can do nothing without an 


„ opponent, whereas I can amuſe without 


the aſſiſtance. of any one e poor Bt © 


TM . 1 4 * : W. 
% F* * : x . 'S 1 


Some yet 


rs ni Voltaire wrote a very 8 


Avene ſatire upon the King of Pruſſia, * 
vhich ſo nettled him, that he never could 
forgive | It, Upon 4 hearing that the bard 0 


was at Leipfic, he told count de ——, I ' 
one of his aid de camps, that he could 


confer a ſingular obligation on him: the 
aid de camp, who ſaid he only lived to obey I | 
his majeſty, was told the object was to 
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ligation he had conferred in that ſatire. 


The hint was ſufficient: the count flew to 
execute his ſovereign's. pleaſure-: : he re- 


| paired to Leipſic; and, waiting one morn- 


ing upon Voltaire, complimented him up- 
on his extraordinary merit, and enquired 


if he was not the author of that particular 


poem: to vhich the bard very innocently 
replied, | « Ves. © Then, Sir,“ ſaid the 
count, * it is a ſcandal to the judgment of 
the preſent age, that you have not yet. 
been properly recompenſed for it. I have 
© a commiſſion, Sir, to reward your liberal- 

y for this production, and I have too: 

great a ſenſe of its value, and too much 


* generoſity to deprive you of any part of 


your due.“ Having ſaid this, he fell to 
work, and caned him very ſcverely, whilſt 
the unfortunate bard in vain pleaded for 
mercy. Theobligation being thus requit- 
ed, the count drew up a receipt in the 
following terms, which he inſiſted ops 5 
Voltages bgning, on pain of further cor- 
1 poreal 
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poreal puniſhment: Received of his Mb 
<* Pruſſian majeſty, by the hards of the b 
count de , one hundred baſtinadoes, Wt: 
© very judiciouſly applied, *for having wrote Nee 
< a ſatire upon his ſaid majeſty ; in full of h 


all demands. Wirneſs my hand, Ne 

. HELD 1 V 

1 * | 0 
= Je of Lankaburghi 4ucheb of Ne. 


Bedford, had, after her firſt huſband's I © 
death, ſo far ſacrificed her ambition to Nei 
love, that ſhe married Sir Richard Wood- Wo 
ville, a private gentleman (afterwards he- In 
noured with the title of Lord Rivers) to MP 
whom ſhe bore ſeveral children, and, ir 
amongſt. the reſt, Elizabeth, who was no cl 
leg di iſtinguiſned by the beauty and ele- Id 
gance of her perſon, than the amiable diſ- I ® 
poſition of her mind. Elizabeth eſpouſed I 
Sir "mm Oy of 5 3 but her huſband Nc 


2 The aa, French 3 1s more FR” but can - Wo 
not be rendered in Engliſh with equal force, —Ceat Ir 
Coupe decane bien pee. "ID | 


5 being 
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being ſlain in the ſecond battle of St. Al- 
e ban's, fighting for the family of Lancaſ- 
% ter, and his eſtate being, on that account, 
confiſcated, the young widow retired to 
her father's ſeat at Grafton in Northamp- 


vacy and retirement. Edward IV. King 
of England, happening to hunt in that 
county, went to pay a viſit to the ducheſs 


of Bedford; and Elizabeth reſolved to 
to embrace ſuch a favourable opportunity, of 
d. obtaining ſome grace from this gallant 
o- monarch. Accordingly ſhe came On 
to preſence, and, throwing herſelf at his feet, 


d, Nimplored a maintenance for herſelf and 
no children. The fight of ſo much beauty in 
le- diſtreſs, made a deep impreflion on the 

iſamorous mind of Edward. Love ſtole in- 

24 ſenſibly into his heart, under the guiſe of 
nd [compaſſion ; and her forrow and affliction, 
Jo graceful in a virtuous matron, recom- 
un MI mended her no leſs to his eſteem and vene- 


+> Z | 


tonſhire, where ſhe lived ſome time in pri- 


ration, than her perſonal beauty made her 
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the object of his affection. He raiſed her 
from the ground, with affurances of favour. 


He found his paſſion: daily ſtrengthened by, 
the company and converſation of the love- 
ly widow; and in a ſhort time, became 
the ſuppliant of the woman whom he had 


lately ſeen on her knees before him. But 


ſuch was the reſolute virtue of Elizabeth, 
that ſhe poſitively refuſed to gratify his 


paſſion in a diſhonourable manner. All 
the intreaties, promiſes, and endearments 


of the young and amiable Edward, were, 
not ſufficient to gain her conſent. . At laſt 


ſhe plainly told him, That though ſhe 
was unworthy. of being his wife, yet ſhe 


thought herſelf too good to be his concu- 
bine; and would therefore remain in the 


humble ſituation to which providence 


had reduced her. This oppoſition ſerved. 
but the more to enſlave the paſſions of the 


young monarch, and heighten his eſteem 


| ſor ſuch exalted ſentiments : he. therefore 
offered to ſhare his throne, as. well as 


heart, 
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heart, with the woman whoſe perſonal and 


mental accompliſhments rendered her ſo de- 
ſerving of both. The nuptials were accord- 


ingly ſolemnized at Grafton, A D. 1465. 


T he manor r f . 1 1 
the eſtate of the Wharton family) is ſituat- 
ed in a very dirty part of the county of 
Buckingham, where the ſoil is a very ſtiff 
clay. Cibber the laureat, who ſome- 
times viſited the famous duke of Whar- 
ton at that place, was once in his coach with 
him, when it went very ſlowly through a 
deep ſlough. Colley, with his uſual vi 
vacity and. aſſurance, ſaid to his grace; 
< It is reported, my Lord Duke, that you 

© run out of your eſtate, but it is impoſſi- 
ble for Jou to run out of this, 


The cn Duke de Roclore (the 


favourite wit and buffoon of Lewis XIV) 


was in his perſon - very far from being a- 
greeable: his countenance was rather for- 


Vor. I. 5 bidding, 
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bidding, and his perſon was auk ward. 
Another nobleman, whoſe perſonal beau- 
ty was even inferior to that of Roclore, 


having killed his antagoniſt in a duel, ap- 


plied to the duke for his intereſt and pro- 


tection, knowing it was the only channel 
through which he could obtain a pardon, 
The duke readily engaged in his friend's 


intereſt, and fairly rallied the king into 
compliance. After the king had finiſhed his 
fit of laughter, and given his royal promiſe, 
he added, But for Heaven's ſake, Roclore, 
vhat could induce you to be fo ſtrenuous 


in this interceſſion ?? ] vill tell your ma- 


< jeſty : If he had ſuffered, I then ſhould 
+ have been the uglieſt man in all France. 


The late lord Bolingbroke, on his re- 


turn from France to England, had con- 


certed, with lady Bolingbroke, a ſcheme 


for ingratiating himſelf with George I. 
This was to be by means of a young lady, 


whom oy * n over 
with 


entertaining a novel. 
did not take. 
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with her, for the purpoſe of throwing her 
in the king's way, in the hope of her cap- 
tivating him. She was a natural 


daughter of Feriol, the French ambaſſa- 


dor at Conſtantinople, by the fair Greek; 
of whom the Abbe Prevot has given us ſo 


Though the girl was an ex- 
tremely pretty brunette, ſhe wanted that 
German corpulence which was the king's 
taſte. Lady Bolingbroke's collateral nego- 
ciations were nevertheleſs not abſolutely 
without effect. She had often ſupped with 
the king, and made lord Bolingbroke's 


part ſo good, that it was not without reaſon 


imagined that, if the king had lived to re- 
turn from Hanover, he had a very probable 
chance of coming into the miniſtry, and 


even of ſupplanting Walpole, not at that 


time ſo firmly fixed as he was afterwards. 


Sir Julius Cæſar was maſter of the 
rolls | in the reign of Charles I. and had in- 
D 2  herent 


The lure, however, 
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52 CURIOUS ANE-CDOTES. 
herent in his office the .indubitable right 
and diſpoſal of the fix-clerks' places; all 


which he had, for many years, upon any Ml 
. vacancy, beſtowed to ſuch perſons as he 
thought fit. One of thoſe places was be- 


come void, and deſigned by. the old. man 


Tor his ſon. Robert Cæſar, a lawyer of a 
good name, and exceedingly beloved. The 


lord treaſurer 


[Weſton Earl of Port 


land, as he was vigilant in ſuch caſes] had 
notice of the clerk's expiration ſo ſoon, 
that he procured the king to ſend a mel- 
ſage to the maſter of the rolls, expreſsly 
forbidding him to diſpoſe of that fix- 
clerks' place, *till his majeſty's pleaſure 


ſhould be further made known to him. It 
was the firſt command of that kind that 
had been heard of, and was felt by the old 


man very ſenſibly. He was indeed very 


old, and had outlived moſt of his friends; 
ſo that his age was an objection againſt 


bim; many perſons of quality being dead, 


who had, for IOMPEe of ſervices, pro- 


cured: 


£© was os 


— 
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cared the reverſion of this office. The 
treaſurer found it no hard matter ſo far 


"Wl to terrify him that, for the king's ſervice, 

he as was pretended, he admitted for a fixs 
2 dderk a perſon recommended by him [Mr. 
vern, a dependant upon him] who paic 
8 © Wl 6000 pounds ready money; which, poor 

5 man! he lived to repent in a jail. This 

rt work being done at the charge of the poor 

1ad | 
= old man, who had been a privy-counſellor 


from the entrance of king James, had 


. been chancellor of the exchequer, and 


Sly ſerved in other offices; the depriving of 
fix: him of his right made a great noiſe : and 
ure the condition of his ſon (his father being 
It not likely to live to have the diſpoſal of 
that another office in his power) who, as was 
old ſard- before, was generally beloved, and: 
I Wl was lively, was ſucceſsfully repreſented to 
ds; the king himfelf; who was graciouſly” 
int pleaſed to promiſe that, if the old man 
ead, chanced to die before any other of the ſix- 
a6] clerks, that office, when it ſhould fall, 


5 3 | . ſhould 
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ſhould be conferred on his ſon, whoſoever 


ſhould ſucceed him as maſter of the rolls; 
which might well be provided for: and 


the lord treaſurer obliged himſelf (to ex- 


piate the injury) to procure ſome declara- 
tion to that purpoſe, under his majeſty's 


ſign manual; which, however eaſy to be 


done, he long forgot or neglected. One 
day, the earl of Tullibardin, who was 


nearly allied to Mr. Cæſar, and much his 
friend, being with the treaſurer, he pri- 
vately aſked him, Whether he had done 


that buſineſs? To whom he anſwered, 


with a ſeeming trouble, That he had for- 
gotten it, for which he was heartily ſor- 
ry; and if he would give him a little 


note in writing, for a memorial, he would 


put it amongſt thoſe which he would diſ- 
patch with the king that afternoon. The 


earl preſently writ on a little paper, Re- 


member Cæſar,' and gave it to him; and 
put it into that little pocket, where, he 


ſaid, he kept all his memorials which were 
3 „„ firſt 


* 
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frſt to be tranſacted.- Many days paſſed, 
and Cæſar never thought of. At length, 


when he changed his cloaths, and he who 
waited on him in his chamber, according 


to cuſtom, brought him all the notes and 
papers found in thoſe he had left off, which 
he then commonly peruſed; when he 


found this little billet, in which was only 


written, Remember Cæſar' and which 


| he had never read before, he was exceed 


ly confounded, and knew not what to 
make, or think of it. He ſent for his bo- 
ſom friends, and, after a ſerious and me- 
lanchohc deliberation, it was agreed, that 
it was the advertiſement of ſome friend, 
that durſt not own the diſcovery; that it 
could ſignify nothing, but that there was a 
conſpiracy againſt his life, by his many and 

mighty enemies; and they all knew Cæ- 


| far's fate, by contemning or neglecting. 


ſuch animadverſions. Therefore they ad- 
viſed him, to pretend to be indiſpoſed, 
that he ought not ſtir abroad all the day, 

D 4 1 and | 
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and that none might be admitted to him 
but perſons of undoubted affection; and 

that at night ſome fervants ſhould watch 

with the porter. Shortly after, the earl of 
Tullibardin aſking him, whether he had 
remembered Cæſar? the treaſurer quickly 
recollected the ground of his perturbation, 
and could not forbear imparting it to his 
friends, and ſo the whole * came to Be 
covered. 


Dr. John Bull, a celebrated muſician, in 
the reign of queen Elizabeth, took occa - 
ſion to go incognito into France and Ger- 

many. At length hearing of a famous 
muſician belonging to a certain cathedral at 
St. Omer's, he applied himſelf as a novice 
to him, to learn ſomething of his faculty, 
and to fit and admire his works. This 
muſician, after ſome. diſcourſe had paſſed 
between them, conducted Bull to a veſtry, 
or muſic- ſchool, joining to the cathedral, 
and ſhewed to him a leſſon or ſong of forty 
By parts, 
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parts, and then made a vaunting challenge 
to any perſon in the world to add one more 


part to them; ſuppoſing it to be ſo com- 
plete and full, that it was impoſſible for 
any mortal man to correct, or add to it. 
Bull therefore deſiring the uſe of ink and 


ruled paper, prayed the muſieian to lock 
him up in the ſchool for two or three 
hours; which being done, not without 


great diſdain, by the muſician, Bull, in that 


time, or leſs, added forty more parts to 


the ſaid leſſon or ſong, The muſician there 
upon being called in, he viewed it, tried 


it, and re-tried it. At length he burſt out 
into a great ecſtaſy, and ſwore by the great 
God, that he that added thoſe. forty 13 
parts muſt either be the devil or Dr. 


Bull. Whereupon Bull making himſelf 


known, the muſician fell down, 1 adored 
him. Afterwards continuing there, and 
in thoſe parts, for a time, he became ſo 


much admired, that he was courted to ac- 


cept of any place or preferment, ſuitable | 
= 2 = 
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to his profeſſion, either within the domi- 
WW nions of the emperor, king of France, or 
 _ Spain. But the tidings of theſe tranſacti- 
«If ons coming to the Engliſh court, queen 
5 Elizabeth commanded him home. This 
1 part of the ſtory alluding to the forty parts, 
ſaid to have been added by Dr. Bull in two 
or three hours, has been rejected by our 
beſt artiſts in muſic, as a thing wholly 
improbable; and the account they give, 
as handed down to them by tradition, is 
this: that the leſſon or ſong, when deli- 
vered to the doctor, conſiſted of ſixteen 
parts, to which he added four others. 
»This, conſidering the fullneſs of the piece 
before, and the ſhortneſs of the time, in 
which he made thoſe additions, is eſteemed 
by them an extraordinary performance, and 
i what might eaſily occaſion the greater ſur- 
74 priſe in the mulician _ the firſt _ 
of i _ 4 
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It is well known the late Colley Cibber 
was engaged in a paper-war with Pope; 


and being told one day, that Pope intend- 
ed to proſecute him, for making too free: 


with his character, Cibber happened to 
be in a peeviſn eber and replied,. He 
may kiſs my a—e.' Upon this one of his 

friends, who was upon the banter, obſery-- 
ed, that was not language for a gentle - 


man; and that he was ſure that he [ Cib- 
ber] would not ſay ſo to Pope's face. By 


* G-d, Sir, ſays Colley, *I would tell him 
* ſo, or any puppy that ſhould take his 
© part.” This aſſertion was what they were 


fiſhing for, as they now perceived, that hes 


was in a right cue to be worked up to any 
pitch; and ſo it proved, for, before they 
parted, they provoked him to a bet of one 
hundred guineas, that he would bid Pope 


Ekiſs his a—e in the publick play houſe; bid 


the company he ſat with kiſs his ae; let 


them be who they would; bid box, pit, 
and anion ſeparately, kiſs his a—e; like- 


D 6 wiſe, 


6&6 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
wiſe, and in concluſion, bid the whole 
| houſe kiſs his a—e all together. This mad 

wager ſoon got wind, and it was generally 
known, that Pope was to be at the play the 
next night. When the time came the 
houſe was crowded. Now as it was in 
the beginning of term, the ſolicitor and 
attorney-general were both in the ſtage- 

box, according to ancient cuſtom; and 
who ſhould be perched plump between 
we them, but Alexander the Little. Well, 
© .. Colley had bought the collar, and he was 
= reſolved to go through with it: ſo juſt as 
the laſt muſic was playing, and the curtain 
ready to be drawn up, he rang the bell, 
and puſhed boldly on the ſtage : Cibber 
bowed; the houſe clapped. He bowed 
again: all was attention; and thus he be- 

gan: Ladies and gentlemen, 1 have a 

© ſtory to tell you; to which, if you don't 
_ © honour me with an indulgent hearing, 1 

* ſhall loſe one hundred guineas.* Upon 

this an univerſal clap enſued, and a gene- 

pe es 5 5 
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then proceeded thus: You muſt know, 


© Jadies and gentlemen, that there lived 
in this city an honeſt old trencher- maker, 
who had ſaved a very conſiderable foes 
tune; and having two ſons, called 
« Kill/em-all, and Kiſs-my-arſe, he left all 


© his landed eſtate to his eldeft ſon Kill- em- 
all, and all his buſineſs and ſtock in 
trade, ta his youngeſt ſon Kiſs-my-arſe. 


Now it happened, ladies and gentlemen, 


© thatKill-'em-all, in a few years, prodigally 


* ſpent his patrimony; and what does he 


do, but ſets up his buſineſs of trencher- - 
making, directly under the noſe of his 
brother Kiſs-my-arſe. Tis an old ſay- 


ing that, #wo of à trade can never agree; 


and I am ſure? tis a true one; for no ſoon- 


© er was the oppoſition begun, but the 
two brothers began to hate the fight of 
each other; ſo that if they both chanced 
to be at the play on the ſame night, you 
8 would ſe Kill*em-all in the pit, and Kiſs- 
| 0 1 | 
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© my-arſe in the gallery; or elſe Kill em. 
all inthe gallery, and Kiſs my-arſe in the 

pit. Indeed, ſometimes, you might ſee 
Eill- em- all in the pit, or gallery; and 
© Kiſs-my-arſe in the boxes. Bye- and- bye 
they got into a paper war; but as neither 
of them could write themſelves, they em- 
© ployed ſeribblers on each fide to do it for 
them; ſo Kill-*em-all choſe your humble 
- * ſervant,, and Kiſs-my-arſe Mr. Pope, 
[bowing to him]. Soon after the com- 
mencement of the paper-war, they went 
to law with each other about defamation. 
© Kill'em-all choſe for council. the ſolici- 
© tor-general, and Kiſs-my-arſe Mr. attor- 
5 ney-general:—No, I miſtake ;. Kill-em-- 
© all choſe the attorney-general,: and Kiſs- 
* my-arſe Mr. ſollicitor, [bowing occaſion-- 
* ally to both]. At laſt, by the interpoſition: 
* of friends, they agreed to ſubmit it to an 
_ * arbitration ;. and then it was finally. ſet · 

*.tled, that, to obviate all ſubſequent diſ-- 
9 putes, Kill; em- all's trenchers ſhould, for 
| the 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 63 
© the future, be made all ſquare, and thoſe 
of Kiſs-my-arſe all round.“ Fhis piece of 
humour was received with great applauſe, 
and Cibber fairly won his wager. 


It is no Fairs W marriage of Mrs. 
Clive, the celebrated comedian, with the 
counſellor of that name, was attended with 
continual jars and ſquabbles, which, ac- 
cording to publick report, chiefly aroſe 
from the ſhrewiſh diſpoſition of the lady. 
In a few months they parted, by mutual 
conſent, to the great ſatisfaction of the 
hen-pecked counſellor, who, upon his re- 
turn ſoon after to his chambers in Lin- 
coln's- inn, from the weſtern circuit, find- 
ing his waſher-woman had pawned ſome of 
his linen in his abſence, diſpatched his 
footman to engage another perſon in that 
capacity, whoſe honeſty might be depend- 
ed upon. A laundreſs was ſoon found, 
and, on her waiting upon Mr. Clive, while 
his man was coùnt ing out the dirty cloathes 

5 8 to 
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to her, he made ſome enquiries, which oc- 
caſioned the good woman to give him an 
account of the many reſpectable people ſhe 
waſhed for; and after mentioning the ſatis. 
faction ſhe had given to ſeveral ſerjeants, 
benchers, and other limbs of the law, 

Sir,“ ſays ſhe, * I alſo waſh for a name- 
© ſake of your honour's:* A nameſake of 
mine!“ ſays the counſellor. Yes, and 
_ © pleaſe you,” ſays ſhe, and a mighty good 
* ſort of. a woman too, thof ſhe be one of 
©the player folks. Oh! what you waſh 
for Mrs. Clive, the actreſs, do you? 
Tes, indeed, Sir, and ſhe is one of my 
& beſt cuſtomers too. * Is ſhe ſo, replied | 

the counſellor, Stop, John! toſs the 
© clothes back into the cloſet again. Here, 
good woman, I am ſorry you had this 
trouble; here is half-a-crown- for you, 
© but you can never waſh for me, for I will 
be d— . if ever 1 ſuffer my ſhirt to be 
_ © rubbed againſt her ſhift any more, as long 
Das I live.“ 


5 by 5 8 | The 
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The late colonel Cunningham took 
great delight in paying his addreſſes to: 
young ladies, merely for amuſement z 
and no fooner did he perceive that he had 


gained their affection, but he deſpiſed his 


conqueſt. One of theſe forſaken nymphs. 
was a lady of exceeding g good birth, very 


well accompliſhed, and x& unblemiſhed 


reputation, but not of fortune equal to 
his: however, he ſeemed ſo fond, that ſhe 
ſuppoſed that would be no obſtacle, and- 
entirely devoted herſelf to the pleafure f 
loving him; which he no ſooner perceived, 
but he grew cold, civil, and reſpectful, 
and at laſt went to London, without fo 
much as bidding her farewell. Her ſtep- - 
father Brigadier V—r—y, having ſome 
call there, took his lady and her children 
with him, where, the Mifs Am—t (for that 
was the lady's name) frequently ſaw the 
colonel at court: he never took the leaſt 
notice of her; but ſeemed as never ac- 
quainted. N as we may preſume, ſuf- 
— ficientiy 
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6 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
ficiently grieved her: ſhe made her com- 
plaint to a female confidante, a lady of 


quality, and a woman of ſpirit: between 


them they contrived, at leaſt, to give his 


vanity a terrible mortification. Fhey wrote 
to him a letter, as from a married ducheſs, 


who was fallen in love with him at court. 
The chairman had directions to wait for 
his anſwer, but they took care that he 


ſhould not be able to gueſs who ſent it. 


All that the colanel could diſcover, was, 


that it was given to him in the ſtreet, and: 


he was ordered to leave the anſwer at a 
mercer's, where it would be ſafely deliver-- 
ed to the perſon who wrote the letter. This. 
| ſecrecy made him quite ſure he had gained 
the heart of ſame high-born fair: he failed 
not to ſend a paſſionate and. tender return, 
for ſo great. an honour as: the unknown: 
| charmer had done him. 


ceived it, and were glad to find the gud- 


geon ſwallow the bait ſo greedily. Next 


m_— took. care to dreſs himſelf wich the 
utmoſt 


FThe ladies re- 


„ „„ —— — 2 
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utmoſt magnificence; and, as he was real- 
ly a graceful perſon, he made no doubt 
but the lady would, by ſome favourable 
glance, diſcover herſelf to him: to this 


end, he was at court, and ſtrictly examin- 


ed the countenance of every lady of qua- 


iy there to no purpoſe, which only made 


him ſuppoſe the lady extremely diſcreet, 


and careful of her reputation. His imagi- 


nary miſtreſs made ſeveral appointments 


with him: then ſent him word, her lord 


was come to town, or ſome apology, till at 


laſt, tir ed with their ſport, they reſolved to "0 


finiſh it, To this end, he received a let- 
ter, that the lady could not find out any 
place where ſhe could, without danger of 
diſcovery, meet him, except at his own. 
houſe, but begged, that he would not let 
any of his ſervants be in the way; that ſhe 
would come in a chair, exactly at ten, one 
imall tap at the door being the ſignal for 
happineſs. Never did knight-errant pro- 
pole to himſelf more glory in the finiſhing 
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of an adventure, than did our happy co- 
lonel at his near-approaching bliſs. He 
had framed to himſelf an idea of a perfect 
beauty, kind, tender, and formed for 
love. His anſwer was all rapture, and 
acknowledgment. His apartments were 
filled with wax- lights; himſelf curled, per- 
fumed, and dreffed to fuch advantage, who 
could reſiſt that beheld him? He punctual- | 
Ip obeyed the lady's commands, in diſ- 
miſſing all the ſervants, with orders not to 
appear; and waited the happy minute, 
with the impatience of a real lover: every 
moment he looked at his watch, and 
thought the hours ages. At length, the 
long- wiſhed- for ſignal was given: he flew 

to receive the fair one; when a porter de- 

| livered a band-box into his hand, and, 

without ſpeaking a word to him, vaniſhed.- 

Never was any man in greater confuſion 

than he at opening it: he there found, not 
only his own ſoft epiſtles, but alſo a little 

| doll | in a chair, with a letter in her hand. 
directed 
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directed to him; the purport of which 


1 was, to let him know he was a conceited 
4 cox comb, to ſuppoſe any woman of qua- 
* lity had the leaſt regard for him, and, that 
a the lady who held that, was a miſtreſs 
Ao enough for him. | 

7 'The marquis of Ormond, ſo well known 
2 in hiſtory, for his loyal attachment to the 


firſt and ſecond Charles, when in France, 

in 1652, a French nobleman of great 
quality, having invited the marquis to his 

_ WH houſe at St. Germain en Laye, entertained 

him there for ſome time, in a manner per- 
fectly ſuitable to his own rank, and that af 


e- | | 
. his gueſt. At his coming away, the mar- 
We quis, in compliance with a common Eng- 


'Y liſh cuſtom, left with the maitre d'hotel 
ven piſtoles, to be diſtributed among the 


m ſervants. It was all the money he had, 
t nor did he know how to get credit for 
+ | more when he reached Paris. As he was 
FF upon the road, ruminating on this melan- 
d „ | 155 8 1 choly | 
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| choly circumſtance, and contriving hoy 
mY to raiſe a ſmall ſupply for preſent uſe, he 
wh vas ſurpriſed to be advertiſed by his ſer- 
1 vant, that the nobleman, at whoſe houſe 
1 be had been, was behind driving furiouſly, 
as if he was deſirous to overtake him. 
The marquis had ſcarce left St. Germain's, 
when the diſtribution of the money he had 
given, cauſed a great diſturbance amongſt 
the ſervants ; who exalting their own ſer- 
-vices and attendance, complained of the 
maitre d'hôtel's partiality. The noble- 
man hearing an unuſual noiſe in his fami- 
ly, and, upon enquiry into the matter, find- 
ing what it was, took che ten piſtoles him- 
ſelf, and, cauſing horſes to be put to his 
chariot, made all haſte that was poſſible 
after the marquis of Ormond. The mar- 
quis, upon notice of his approach, got off 
his horſe, as the other quitted his chariot, 
and advanced to embrace him with great 
affection and reſpect; but was ftrangely 
ſurpriſed to find a coldneſs in the noble- 
man 
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CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 71 
man which forbad all embraces, till he 


| had received ſatisfaction in a point which 


had given him great -offence. 'He aſked 
the marquis, if he had reaſon to complain 


| of any diſreſpect, or other defect, which 


he had met with in the too-mean, but 
friendly, entertainment, which his houſe 
had afforded ? and being anſwered by the 
marquis, that his treatment had been full 
of civility; that he had never paſſed fo 
many days more agreeably in his life; and 
could not but wonder why the other ſnould 


ſuſpect the contrary the nobleman then 


told him, that the leaving ten piſtoles to 
be diſtributed among the ſervants, was 
treating his houſe as an inn, and was the 
greateſt affront that could be offered to a 
man of quality; that he paid his own ſer- 
vants well, and had hired them to wait on 
his friends as well as himſelf; that he had 
conſidered him as a ſtranger, that might 
be unacquainted with the cuſtoms of 
France, and err through ſome practice 

dieemed 
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2 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
deemed leſs diſhonourable in his own 
country; otherwiſe his reſentment ſhould 


have prevented any expoſtulation: but as: 
the caſe ſtood, after having explained the 


nature of the affair, he muſt either redreſ; 


the miſtake by receiving back the ten pil. 
toles, or give him the uſual ſatisfaction of 


men of honour for an .avowed affront, 
The marquis acknowledged his error, took 


back his money, and returned to Paris 


n leſs are about his ſubliſtence. 


'T be late marſhal. Wade. it is —_ 


known, had too great an itch for gaming, 
and frequented places of all kinds where 
: gaming was going forward, without be- 
ing very nice as to the company meeting 
there: at one of which places one night, 
in the eagerneſs of his diverſion, he pulled 


out an exceeding valuable gold ſauff-box, 


richly ſet with diamonds, took a pinch, 
and paſſed it round; keeping the dice-box 


four or five mains before he was out; When 


{aL * 
8 8 ' 
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I recollecting ſomething of the circumſtance; 
11d and not perceiving the ſnuff box, he ſwore 
3 WM vchemently no man ſhould ſtir till it was 
be produced, and a general ſearch ſhould en- 
el ſue. On his right ſat a perſon dreſſed as 
ad an officer, though ſhabby, that now and 
| 


then, with great humility, begged the ho- 
nour to be permitted going a ſhilling with 
him, and had, by that means, picked up 
four or five. On him the ſuſpicion fell, 
and it was propoſed to ſearch him firſt; 
who, deſiring to be heard, declared, * L 
* know the marſhal well, yet he, nor all 
«the powers upon earth, ſhall hot ſubject 
me to be ſearched whilſt I have life to op- 
© poſe it. I declare, on the honour of a 
* ſoldier, I know nothing of the ſnuff-box, 
and hope that will ſatisfy the man doubt- 


vill defend that honour or periſh.” The 
eyes of all were turned on the marſhal for 
an anſwer, who, clapping his hand eager- 
e I hy down for his ſword, felt the ſnuff- box 
Vor J. E (fp: 


ing: follow me into the next room, where 
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(fuppoſed to have paſſed round, and clap- 
ped there from habit) in a ſecret pocket of 
his breeches, made for that .purpoſe. It 
18 hardly to be conceived the confuſion that 
covered him, on the occaſion, that he had 


ſo ſlightly given way to ſuſpicion. Remorſe, 


mixed with compaſſion and tenderneſs for 


the wounded character (becauſe poor) of 


his fellow. ſoldier, attacked him at once ſo 


forcibly, that he could only ſay to him, on 


i leaving the room immediately, Sir, I here, 
with great reaſon, aſk your pardon, and 
0 hope to find it granted, from your break- ; 
: faſting with me, and hereafter ranking me 

« amongſt your friends,” 1t may be eaſily 

: ſuppoſed the invitation was complied with; 


when, after ſome converſation, | the mal - 


ſhal conjured him to ſay what could be the 

true reaſon that he ſhould refuſe being 
ſearched. Why, marſhal, f returned the 
officer, . being upon half- pay, and friend- 


' leſs, [ am obliged to huſband every pen- 


6 * ny: I had that day very little appetite; 


* and, 


nr 


h 
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* and, as .I could not eat what I had paid for, 
nor afford to loſe it, the leg and wing 
„of a fowl, with a manchet, were then 
« wrapped up in a piece of paper in my 
pocket, the thought of which being 


« terrible. than fighting the room round. 


Enough! my dear boy: you have ſaid 
| enough! your name? Let us dine at 
J 


« Sweet's to- morrow: we muſt prevent 
» Wl + your being ſubjected again to ſuch a di- 
© lemma.” They met next day, and the 
marſhal preſented him a captain's com- 
miſſion, with a purſe of guineas, to enable 
him to ein the Rs. 


In che year | of Rome nk Porſena laid 
ſiege to that city, and reduced it to great 
diſtreſs z when Mucius Cordus, a young 
Roman of noble birth, formed a deſign 
for the relief of his country. He deſired 
permiſſion of the conſuls and ſenate to 
croſs the Tyber, and go into the enemy's 
05 1 7 camp, 


found there, appeared ten times more 
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exploit, at a great hazard; and he begged, 


as his only recompence, that, in caſe he fell 


in the dangerous attempt to ſerve his 


country, his zeal might not be buried in 
oblivion, but proclaimed after his death. 
The conſuls and ſenate having encou- 
raged him to undertake any N in the 
preſent exigence, he dreſſed himſelf in an 
Hetrurian habit, and, with a poignard hid 
under his cloaths, left the city. As he 
ſpoke the language of the Hetrurians per- 
fectly well, he eaſily got into their camp, 
and made his way quite into the king's 
tent. It happened to he the day on which 
the troops were reviewed and paid. Por- 
fena's ſecretary, magnificently drefled, was 
S fitting on the ſame tribunal with the king, 
giving audience, and receiving petitions. 
Mucius miſtook him for the king himſelf; 
leaped upon the tribunal, and, with one 
ſroke of his poignard, laid him dead at 
the king's feet. He then attempted to 
eſcape, 
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eſcape, but was ſeized, and brought back _ 
to the preſence of Porſena. Thou exe- 
© crable aflaſſin,” ſaid the king, who art 
thou? Whence com'ſt thou? Who are 
* thy accomplices ?* Mucius, with a 
haughty countenance, that ſtruck more 
terror than it expreſſed fear, anſwered, That 
e his name was Caius Mucius; that he was 
na Roman, and that Roman bravery made 
d him capable of attempting whatever man 
ae could do, and of: ſuffering whatever man 
r- could endure. Porſena, filled with 
P, Wl amazement at his anſwer, was yet more 
aſtoniſhed, when he ſaw him with a ſteady 
countenance, and a look which teſtified his 
inward rage at having miſſed his aim, 
thruſt his right-hand into a pan of burning 
coals, and there let it broil, without ſhews 
ing any ſigns of pain. The king's reſent- 
ment changed wholly. into admiration: he 
granted him life and liberty, and even 
reſtored him the dagger, with which he 
had deſigned to ſtab him; and, becauſe 

1 e Mucius 
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Mucius had Joſt the uſe of his right hand, 
took it with his left, and had thence the 


| furname of Scevola, i. e. left-handed. The 
Roman was no leſs ſurprized at the king's | 


generoſity, than the King had been at his 
intrepid boldneſs : however, he had the 
preſence of mind to invent a ſtory for the 
ſervice of his country. He pretended to 
be moved by the king's goodneſs to diſco- 
ver to him a ſecret, which, he: ſaid,” no 
torments could have extorted from him: 
That three hundred young Romans, all 


zs reſolute as himſelf, and who were dif- 


perſed in the Hetrurian camp, had bound 
themſelves, by the moſt ſacred oaths, to at- 
tempt his life, one after another, at the 
tike hazard he had done. This diſcourſe 
ftruck Porſena once more with terror; 
and having ordered Mucius to withdraw, 
he called a council to deliberate upon the 
.beſt means to preſerve himſelf from the 
dangers with which he was threatened, 
His fon Aruns, a great admirer of the 
Roman 


Roman virtue, adviſed him to render all 


Wl liſtened ro this propoſel, and ſoon after 
concluded a peace. Mucius Scævola for 
e this noble enterprize, had a ſtatue erected, 
e and a large piece of groutid' given hit by 
o il the Romans. 
m 

0 - Charles Matera, a Neapolitan poet, 


2 who lived at that time in Rome (in the 


l pontificare of Sixtus V.), had publiſhed a 


. fall book of poems, in compliment to 


xd MW fome ladies; amongſt whom, there was 
one whoſe name was Iſabella, a woman of 


advocate, with whom he had lately had a 


quarrel, After he had ſaid a great many 


manner: 


« But Iſabella is a whore. 
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precautions needleſs, by concluding a peace 
with the Romans. The king readily 


unſpotted character, and the wife of an 


fine things of her, in the firſt lines of ere- e 
* ſtanza, he always concluded in this - 


„ 
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Theſe being handed about the town, a 
copy of them fell into the hands of the 
advocate, and he carried it ſtrait to the 
pope, who gave immediate orders to the 
provoſt-marſhal, to apprehend and bring 
| Matera. before him; as he had a mind to 
interrogate him himſelf, and know the 
truth of the accuſation from his own mouth. 
The advocate, who was afraid Matera would 
run away, and he ſhould loſe his revenge, 
made ſo diligent a ſearch after him, that 
he was arreſted that day. When he ſaw 
himſelf ſurrounded by the archers, and 
hurried away to the vatican, he was 
ſtrangely ſurprized; being quite ignorant 
of the cauſe, though he began to ſuſpect it, 
upon: ſight of the. advocate amongſt the 
archers. When he came before the pope, 
who had the verſes in his hand, being 
aſked by him, Whether he was the author 
of them? he ingenuouſly confeſſed he was: 
either expecting to meet with ſame favour 
for ſpeaking the truth; or becauſe he knew 
: 1 5 
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It was in vain to deny it, as there was ſuf 


ficient proof againſt him. Sixtus then or- 
cdered him to read the verſes himſelf :. and 
when he came to the line that reflected up- 
e 
on Iſabella, he made him repeat it twice; 
, aſking, what had provoked him to. take | 
| 4 ſuch liberties with the reputation of a mo- 


"1 deft woman ? To which he anſwered, 1 Ti 
© ſolemnly: proteſt. and ſwear to you, moſt- 
© holy father, that I had not the leaſt in- 
© tention to wound the fame of this lady; 
* and if there. is any thing that ſeems abuſ- 
ive, or reflecting upon her, in my-verſes, it 
is merely poetical licence. Your holi- 
© neſs, I am ſure, very well knows, that 
there is nothing ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, and 
©fo generally allowed in the world, as __ 
liberty that has ever: been taken by pain- 
ters. and poets: and you will pleaſe to 
take notice, moſt holy father, that the 
word fontana, which ends the laſt verſe 
* but one of every ſtanza, puts me under 
La neceſſity, for rhyme's ſake, of uſing the 
1 fc 5 8 word. 
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© word puttana [a whore] without any de- 
'* ſign to make the world believe that ſhe is 
really ſo; but to give more grace and 
beauty to the lines, by the richneſs and 
harmony of the rhyme.” The ſtanders-by 
could not help ſmiling at ſo poor an excuſe, 
and the gravity with which the pope heard 
him: who, looking ſternly at him; ſaid, 
If poetaſters, like you, are allowed ſuch 
licence, ſurely the pope may expect the 
* ſame indulgence. Let us ſee then, if we 
can't compoſe a couplet, with the aſſiſtance 
* of a little poetical licence :* and, having 
—_—_— a moment, or two, he brought 
"forth thee” two following lines: $46. 


C. « Metita how * Signor! Matera 
* D* haver per ſtanza propria un galera.? 


* Good Maſter Sing-ſong, for being fo arch, 
D's of hou ſurely this 4. to the galley ſoall march. 


. Pray, Sir, man he, Jokes do you think 
* of our extempore performance? How 
: does 


ink 
Tow 
loes 
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« does it ſound in your ear? Are the ryhmes 


rich and full?” But the poor poet, halt 


dead, and ready to ſink into the earth 
with fear, not being able to make any an- 


ſwer, Sixtus ordered him to be carried 


away to priſon. The Judge- criminal, who. 


was preſent, aſking, him, Tf he was in- 


earneſt, and really deſigned he ſhould be 


condemned to the alleys ? he anſwered, 
in a great rage, How dare you preſume ' 


*to aſk ſuch a queſtion 7 Can you make 
any ſcruple of paſſing this ſentence upon 
© him ? If we leave ſuch an inſolent outrage 


© unpuniſhed for the ridiculous excuſe of 


* poetical licence, ſome impertinent ſcrib- 
* bler will, ſhortly, take the liberty of 
© calling us ourſelves ignominious names, 


on a pretence of its being neceſſary, for 


the rhyme and cadence of the verſe. Is. 


it not right then to prevent ſuch conſe- 


* quences, * making an example of this 


* fellow ?? The governor finiſhed the 


proceſs that day, and condemned him for. 
"9 five 


\ 


ks 
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five years to the galleys; notwithſtanding: 
the ſolicitations of the Urſini family, un- 
der whoſe protection he was, and the inten- 
poſition of cardinal Montallo (the Pope's. | 
nephew), to whom he had dedicated a poem 


upon Sixtus's coronation, which had met 


with the approbation of many people of | 
te, and was ſaid to have ſome merit. 


1 


* 4 + a 5 * 
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Ia the year 1726. an n accident happened: 
to Mr. Pope, which. was. near proving fatal 


to him; as he was returning home from 


a viſit in a friend's chariot, which, on paſ- 


ſing a bridge, happened to be overturned, 
and thrown with the horſes into the river, 


The glaſſes. were up, and he was not able 


to break them, ſo that he was, in imme- 


diate danger of drowning : when. the po- 


ſtilion, who had juſt recovered himſelf, 
came to his relief ; and, after breaking the 
glaſs which was uppermoſt, took him. out 


| and carried him to the bank: but a frag- 


ment of the broken glaſs cut one of. his 


hands 


ha 
of 
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Pi 


'n 
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hands ſo deſperately, that he loſt the uſe 
of two of his fingers. Voltaire was at this: 
time in England, and, on this occaſion, ſent 

Pope a- conſolatory letter: 10 it Was written. 1 
in the very words : 8 


«Sang, en 

hear this moment of your ſad advens- 
ture. That. water you fell in was not 
Hippocrene's water; otherwiſe it would 
chave reſpected you. Indeed, I am con- 
© cerned, beyond expreſſion, for the danger 
8 you have been in, and more for your 
wounds. Is it poſſible chat thoſe fingers, 
* which-have written the Rape of the Lock, 
and the criticiſms: which: have dreſſed 
Homer ſo becomingly in an Engliſh coat, 
* ſhould have been ſo barbarouſly: treated i 
Let the hand of Dennis, or; of your 
* poetaſters, be cut off! your's is ſacred. 1 
hope, Sir, you.are now perfectiy recover 
ved: really your accident concerns me as 
much as all the diſaſters of a maſter 
5 N | « ought. 
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» ought to affect his ſcholar. I am ſincere. 
* ly, Sir, with the admiration which you 
ads WS, 


Vorrama? 


6 ; th] 
It is much to be lamented that this lively foi 
writer, who is ſo eminent for his literary} Vc 


abilities, ſhould be ſhamefully deficient in ho 
the moral and ſocial virtues. How light. 50 
1y he regarded the rules of decency, and af 
the dictates of faith and honour, may be as 
collected from the following anecdotes: I th 
Mr. Pope told one of his moſt intimate de 
friends, that the poet Voltaire had got M 

| ſome recommendation to him, when he ſp 
came to England, and that the firft time la 

he ſaw him was at Twickenham, where he 10 
kept him to dinner. Mrs. Pope (a moſt I al 
excellent woman) was then alive; and, ob- {1 
ſerving that this ſtranger, who appeared toll c- 
be entirely emaciated, had no ſtomach, tl 
the expreſſed her concern for his want of h 
appetite; on which Voltaire gave ſo inde-M h 

heats 
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licate and brutal an account of the occa- 
fon of his diſorder contracted in Italy, that 
the poor lady was obliged. immediately to 
riſe from table, When Mr. Pope related 
this, his friends aſked him, How he could 


forbear ordering his ſervant John to thruſt N 


Voltaire, head-and-ſhoulders, out of his 
houſe. He replied, There was more of ig- 
norance in this conduct, than a purpoſed 
affront; that Voltaire came into England, 


as other foreigners do, on a prepoſſeſſion Fr 


that not only all religion, but all common 
decency of morals, was loſt amongſt us. 


Mr. Pope ſaid, farther, that Voltaire was a 


ſpy for the court, while he ſtaid in Eng- 
land; of which he gave his friend the fol- 
lowing inſtance. When the firſt occaſion- 
al letter to Sir Robert Walpole came out, 
(by which circumſtance the reader may 
collect the time of Voltaire's voyage hi- 
ther) he made Mr. Pope a viſit at Twicken- 
ham; and, walking with him in his garden, 
he ſaid, * Pope, this occaſional letter alarms 

© the 
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2 the court extremely: it is finely written 
5 As you converſe much with the beſt Pens 
in public buſineſs, you muſt know the ath 
thor. You may ſafely tell this ſecret to x 
6 ſtranger, who has no concerns. with your 
national quarrels.“ Mr. Pope ſaid, He 
perfectly underſtood: him, as he knew his 
character; and, to make a trial, which 
hardly needed any, he replied, Mr. Vol. 
© taire, you are a man of honour; I may 
: « fafely, I know, truſt. an important ſecret 
in your breaſt, I. myſelf. wrote it.“ Vol 
taire, after launching out into high.enco- 
miums on the performance, was, he per- 
ceived, impatient. to get. away; and next 
day he heard, that all the court reported 
he was the author. This infamy of the 
man gave Mr. Pope and his friends much 
occaſion of mirth, and much light in the 
manner how he ought to be treated. How he 
was treated ever after by Mr. Pope him- 
ſelf, appears from what paſſed on Voltaire's 

| ming, to take leave of Mr. Pope on his 


return 
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return to France. After the common com- 

© pliments had paſſed, Mr. Pope told his 
friend, that Voltaire took his leave of him 

in theſe words: And now 1 am come to 


bid farewell to a man, who never treated 
He me ſeriouſly from the firſt hour of my 
p * acquaintance. with him, to this moment.“ 
ch 


r. Pope ſaid, the obſervation was Juſt, 

o. and the reaſon: of his. conduct has been 
my given above. Voltaire, however, con- 

"I ftantly paid court to Mr. Pope, and treat: 
oled him with all the deference and reſpe& 
due to his merit; though, at the ſame 
time, he did not ſcruple to ſpeak lightly of 
ſome of the moſt eminent authors of this 
country; particularly of Milton. It is 
well known, that, while this very ingeni- 
ous free-thinker was in England, the dar- 
ling ſubject of his converſation was Mil- 
he ton; whom he once took occaſion to 
M- abuſe, for his epiſode of Death and Sin. 

a Whereupon, a certain wit turned the 


laugh 
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5 laugh againſt him, 5 the following ſia 
Inprotopete” „ 


© Thou art ſo witty, PP ANY CE Wia, | 
Thou'rt Milton's devil, with his Death and Sin, 


We are not told who this certain wit was; 


but if we recolle& aright, it was the cele- 


| brated Dr. Young ; a writer, at that time, 
as well as ſince, of very different diſpoſiti- 
on and principles from Voltaire: 


Chevalier Bayard, a man of great valour, 


and high reputation, and diſtinguiſhed 


amongſt his contemporaries by the appel- 
lation of, the Knight without Fear, and 
without Reproach ; one morning as he 


' was drefling, ordered his lacquey to 
bring him home, in the evening, a fille 


de joye.? The fellow wiſe, and prompt 
to do evil, had, it ſeems, for ſome time, ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to an old gentlewoman of 
. decayed fortune, who had a young maiden 


to her daughter, of very great beauty, and 


not yet fixteen years of. age. The mother's 


EXLT eme 
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extreme poverty, and the inſinuations of 
this artful pander, concerning the ſoft diſ- 
poſition and generoſity of his maſter, made 
in, H her, at length, deliver up her daughter. But 
many were the intreaties and repreſenta- 
e- tions of the mother, to gain her child's 
ie, MW conſent to an action, which, ſhe ſaid, 
i- ſhe abhorred even while ſhe exhorted 
ber to it: © But, my child,” ſays ſhe, can 
you ſee your mother die for hunger?“ 
ur, The virgin argued no longer, but bart: 
ied ing into tears, declared ſhe'would go any 


el. Nvhere. The lacquey' conveyed her, with 


nd great obſequiouſheſs and Tecrecy, to his 
he maſter's lodgings, and placed her in a com- 

to modious apartment 'till he came home, 

alle The chevalier, at his return, was met by 
his lacquey (with that ſaucy familiarity, 
which vice never fails to inſpire, between 
ranks however unequal), who told hi m, with 
2 diabolical exultation, She is as hand- 
ſome as an angel, but the fool has wept, 
till her wand are ſwelled and bloated; for 
6 © ſhe 
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© ſhe is a maiden and a gentle woman“ 


room where ſhe was, and retired. The 
chevalier, when he ſaw her bathed with 
1 tears, faid, in ſome ſurprize, Don't you 
know, young woman, Why you were 
brought hither?' The unhappy, maid 


him, Les, Sir, too well: alas! I know 
hy J am brought hither: my mother, 
© to get bread for her and myſelf, has ſent 


pleaſe Heaven, I could die before I am 


© wretches, who live without honour! 
| With this reflection ſhe wept a new, and 


from her, ſaid, * I am not ſo abandoned, 
vas to hurt your innocence againſt yous 


priſed him into virtue; and, covering the 
young maid with a cloke, he. led her to #1 


With that, he conducted his maſter to the 


inſtantly fell on her knees, and, with many 
interruptions of ſighs and tears, ſaid to 


me to do- what you pleaſe : but would it 
© added to the number. of thoſe miſerable 
beat her boſom.. The chevalier, ſtepping 
vill.“ The novelty of this accident ſur- 


8 ba relations 
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xlation's houſe,” to whoſe care he recom- 
mended her for that night. 
orning, he ſent for her mother, and aſked 
her, if her daughter was the virtuous crea- 
ture The ſo amiably appeared to be: the 
other aſſured him of her ſpotlefs purity, 
till at leaſt the late period, when ſhe de- 
hvered her up to his ſervant. 
not you then? cried the chevalier, = 
wicked woman, to contrive the de- 
bauchery of your own daughter ' She 
eld down her head with fear and ſhame, 
and, in her confuſion, uttered ſome broken 
ords concerning her poverty. 
it,” ſaid the knight, that you ſhould re- 
lieve yourſelf from want by a much great- 
er evil! Your daughter is a fine young 
creature > do you know of none that 
ever ſpoke of her for a wife The mo- 
There is an honeſt man 
in our neighbourhood that loves her, who 
has often ſaid he would marry her with 
2001, The knight ordered his man ad 


The next 


And are 


«Far be 


her anſwered, 
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. 9 , £ 4 1 7 
... mw ²˙¹w˙. bi II + 2 1 
4 
2 8 


94 CURIOUS. ANECDOTES, 


reckon out that ſum, with an addition, of 
fifty to buy the bride-clathes, and fifty 
more to ſupport the mother. | 


When the late celebrated count Zinzen-ﬀ '* 
dorf (founder of a ſect of religion 0 
called Moravians) was employed upon the 
miſſion in North America, addreſſing him. 
ſelf to an aſſembly of the chiefs of one of 
the Indian nations, on the ſubject of 
Chriſtianity, they ingenuouſly confeſſed 
themſelves. to be rude and unſkilful, and 
utterly unqualified to make any judgment 
in the affair; telling him, that, in al 
points of religion, it was a conſtant rule 
with them, to follow the example of their 
next neighbours, who were more knowing: 
they therefore referred him to them. The 
count accordingly went to thoſe people, 
who were diſtinguiſhed by the character of 
the Knowing-ones, not without ws gf 
meeting with all the ſucceſs he deſired. - 
thoſe flattering views he preſently * 
3316 6-7. 


CURIOUS. ANECDOTES. 95 


Ine chiefs of the nation together, who met 
im with all the wiſhed-for readineſs z 
vhereupon aſking them, if ever they had 
eard any thing of Jeſus Chriſt :, © Yes 
ſurely,” replied they, we knew Jeſus 


f 
Y 


* Chriſt very well: Jeſus Chriſt was a 
m F renchman, that was murdered by thoſe 
| N 3 | 
rogues the Engliſh, 3 
m- en - 
of 


Notwithſtanding the ſeverity, and mo- 
oſe humour of pope Sixtus V. he would, 
netimes divert himſelf with Pleaſant and 
umourous entertainments; amongſt 


book of memoirs, or recital of ſeveral 
ents, which he had wrote when he was a 
ung friar for his own remembrance; the 
arch, being now a pope, he was much. 
lighted to read, and contemplate. One 
Lees that being at Macerata, he 
xd occaſion to buy a pair of ſhoes, for 
hich the ſhoe- maker demanded ſeven 5 
ale 0 bo, or three ſhillings and ſix- pence "ik 


hich, he took a particular pleaſure to read 
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liſh. Felix, deſirous to get them cheaper 
offered him three ſhillings, and allurel 
Him, that, ſome time or other, he wobl 
bring him the other ſix-pence : : Tes, ſail 
the ſoe- maker, but when? when you 
are pope, I warrant you? Tes, ſaid 
he, * ſtay but till then, and 1 promiſe t 
pay you the money with full interc| 
© © till that time.“ The ſhoe-maker, laugh 
ing, delivered him the ſhoes, and faid 
Since I find you diſpoſed to accept tht 
« popedom; be ſure you remember to paj 
< this debt, when you are exalted to tha 
- © dignity? Sixtus, reading this paſſageit 
his book, immediately wrote to Macerat 
to know if this ſhoe-maker was living 
which when he underſtood, he ordered t 6 
governor of the place to ſend him up 
one of his officers. The poor ſhoe- make 
was ſurprized, and affrighted with ü 
news, that the pope deſired to ſee him | 
Rome; for he neither remembered an 


thing either of the ſhoes, or of the julio, 
bei 
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being a matter of forty years ſtanding; ſa 


N 


that at every ſtep he made, he was ſtill 
thinking and wondering at this ſummons, 
recalling to mind all the ſins he had com- 
mitted in his life, conſidering for which 
he was thither cited. Being come to Rome, 
and introduced to the pope's preſence, be 
aſked. him, Whether he remehacrgs, ever 
- -poor 
hoe-maker, e told pity No,? 
Nor do you remember ever to have ſold 


fellow, ſhrinking up his ſhoulders... $ But? 
ſaid the pope, © I well remember that I am 5 
your debtor, and have ſent for you to pay 
you your money; for I owe you a julio 


* now to pay you with intereſt according 
to agreement: and fo calling for the 
ſteward of his houſe to pay him the julio, 85 
vith the intereſt upon it for forty. years, 
which amounted to two julios more, his 
holineſs then diſmiſſed the ſhoe · maker, bid- 
Vor. * F | ding 


me a pair of ſhoes ?* No', ſaid the poor 


* on account of a pair of ſhoes, which Iam © 


„ CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
ding him go. home in peace. The ſhoe. 


murmured, and complained very much, 


bring him from ſo remote a place, and 


above twenty crowns expence and charge 
to him, only to give him three julios, or 
| eighteen-pence ; which he always carried 
| In his hand, and complained to every one 


his ſpies, he preſently ſent for him again, 
and demanded of him if he had a ſon? The 
Hoe-maker anſwered, Fes; and that he 
was. an honeſt good prieſt of the order of 
f the Servi; upon which, Felix ordered him 
to be called to Rome, and, before the de- 
nag of his father, inveſted him in 4 


—_—_ and ſee to what ſum the interet f 
15 of 8 Julio had amounted, 


"We. | EN =. 


maker having received his three julios, 
that the pope ſhould ſend for him, and 


from his trade and employment, which wa 


he met. The news of the ſhoe maker' 
Jamentation being brought to the pope by | 


ſmall biſhoprick in the kingdom of Ns 
ples, . and bid the ſhoe-maker make up his 


Jeremy 
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feremy White (one of Oliver Crom. 
wells domeſtic chaplains) aſptightly man, 
and a top wit of his court, was fo ambiti- 
ous as to make his addreſſes to lady 
Frances, the Protector's s youngeſt daugliter. 
The young lady did not diſcourage him; 
and this piece of innocent gallantry, in ſo 
religious a court, could not be carried on 
without ſpies. Oliver was told of it, and 
he was much concerned at it; obliging the 
perſon who told him to be on the watch; 
and told him if he could give him any ſab- 
ſtantial proof, he ſhould be very well re- 
warded, and White ſeverely puniſhed. 
The ſpy followed the matter ſo cloſe, that 
he hunted Jerry White (as he was gene 


ran immediately to the protector with this 
n 1 oy news. Oliver, in a rage, haſtened thither 


having juſt kiſſed it. Cromwell, in a fuß- 


WH! afked what was the meaning of tha . 
my F2 


rally termed) to the lady's chamber, and 155 


himſelf, and, going in haſtily, found Jerry 
on his knees, kiing the lady's hand, or 
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Poſture before his daughter Frank ? White, 
with a great deal of preſence of mind, ſaid, 


long time courted that young gentlewo- 
man there, my lady's woman, and can. 
not prevail; I was therefore humbly 


huſſey? Why do you refuſe the honour 
Mr. White would do you? He is my 
4 friend, and I expect you ſhould treat him 


Mr. White was gone too far to go back: 
the parſon came, Jerry and my Jady's wo- 
man were married in the preſence of the l 
„ who! gave her five. Hundre 


May it pleaſe your highneſs, I have a 


* praying her ladyſhip to intercede for me? 
The protector, turning to the young wo- 
man, cried, What's the meaning of this 


V. 
fe 
* as ſuch.“ My lady's woman, who deſired MW © 
nothing more, with a very low curtſey, re- k 


Plied, If Mr. White intends me that ho- 01 
be nour I ſhall not be againſt him.“ 6 Say N 


you ſo, my laſs, cried Cromwell; « call ch 


5 Godwyn this bulineſs ſhall be done pl 


£ preſently, before I go out of the room W. 


more 


o 
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pounds: for her portion; and that, with 
the money ſhe had ſaved before, made Mr. 
White eaſy in his circumſtances, except in 
one thing, which was, that he never love# Ty 
WT his wife nor ſhe him, though they lived. « - 
ly toyetier' near erer 11175 afterwards, 


* When Gizzielo firſt OP at Rome, his 
* performance ſo far enchanted every hearer, 
bur! krhat it became the general ſubject of con- 
my verſation, which not only eontributed to 
um I ſpread his fame through that city, but ex- 
ended ir tothe moſt remote parts of Italy. 
is natural to ſuppoſe; that the account 
of this muſical phenomenon ſoon reached 
Naples; and equally natural to imagine 
that it was not heard with indifference in 2 
place where ſo powerful a propenſity | to 
muſical pleaſure prevails. Cafferelli, ar 
this time in che zenith of his reputation, 
was ſo far piqued: by curioſity, perhaps by 
jealouſy, that he took an opportunity, the 
ſirſt time he could be ſpared. from the opera 

: #2 * 
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at Naples, to ride poſt all night, in order 
to hear his rival at Rome. He entered 
the pit, muffled up in a pellice, or fur 
- gown, unknown by any one there; and 
After he had heard Gizzielo ſing a ſong, he 
cried out as lond as he poſſibly could, 
Bravo Braviſſimo! Gizzielo !* è Caffe- 
relli che ti lo dice. I is Cafferelli who 
* applauds.” And immediately quitting 
the theatre, he ſet out on his return 10 
a * the ſame tha 4 0 0 11119 


- Sopn 8 the duel 8 3 4 Belle 
mont and Lord Townſhend, Mr. Foote I i! 
_ dined with the latter. They had bad wines, 6 
and a very ill-dreſſed dinner: theſe cir- I 
cumſtances could not paſs unnoticed | by 
our witty Ariſtophanes, who, with a very M1 
grave face, gave the ſubje& a very ſerious m 
turn, by obſerving to his lordſhip, that he be 
Vas ſurprized at his fighting Lord Bella: I th 
mont, when many methods as efficacious I th 

might have been taken, without ſo fatal a I th 
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riſk. * How, my dear Foote, could 1 

avoid it?” replied. his lordſhip, eagerly. 

How, my lord! why you ſhould;have 

« aſked his lordſhip to dinner, and have 
' poiſoned him as you have e Mn os 


S . . 5 


e- Nothing is unworthy of publiciag 
which may convey an uſeful leſſon to man- 
kind. Sir William Gooeh being in con- 
verſation with a gentleman, in a ſtreet of 
the city of Williamſburgh, returned. the 
falute of a negro, who was paſſing by, 
about his maſter's buſineſs, „Sir,“ ſaid 


© D = 


te dhe gentleman, * do you. deſcend ſo far as 
5, Wl © to ſalute a flave!“' ©* Why,” replied the 
ir- governor, yes; 1 cannot ſuffer a man of 
by his condition, to exceed me in good man- 
ners.“ Perhaps, never reprimand: was 
us more delicate. How different an impreſ- 
he bon the following incident gives us of ano»; 
la” ther governor of Virginia! The laws of 
zus that country were formerly oppreſlive = 
la WW the quakers : lord Howard of Effingham 
{| 5 5 having 
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Kaving an averſion to thoſe ſeRarics, put 


them rigidly in execution; in conſequence 
of which, they ſuffered many vexations. 
A deputation of them at length, waited 
upon him at Turkey Ifland, requeſting 
mitigation of his ſeverity. On his abſolute 
_ refuſal z * Well,” replied their chief, the 


_ * Lord's will then be done! © Yes, by 


G d.“ anſwered the governor, * and the 
* lord's [meaning himſelf ] will ſhall * 
* done, To you' my Ware. £ 


Few people were gener admirers of 
prudence and œconomy than Sir Richard 


Steele was in precept, yet nothing could be 
more diſagreeable to his temper than the 
practice of either. A turn naturally gay 


and expenſive, frequently reduced him to 


ſome circumſtances, rather painful to a diſ- 


poſition ſo delicate and refined. Among 


the number of people, who were highly 


charmed with his converfation and writ- 
ings, none poſſeſſed a greater admiration 
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t of both than a Lincolnſhire baronet, who: 
e uſually fat at Button's. This gentleman Bn, 
„ poſſeſſed a very large fortune, had great 


d Wl intereſt; and more than once ſolicited Sir 
g Richard Steele to command his utmoſt abi-- 
te hity, and he ſhould think himſelf under no. 
e little obligation. Theſe offers, thought: 
made with the moſt ſeeming cordiality, Sir 5 
Richard, however, declined, with a grate-- £ 
ful politeneſs peculiar to himſelf, as at that 
time he ſtood in nò need of the gentleman's 
aſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extrava- 
gance having once reduced him to the nes 
ceſlity of borrowing a ſum of money, to- 
ſatisfy an importunate creditor, he thought 
this a very proper opportunity-of calling on 
his friend, and requeſting the loan of a hun- 
ered pounds for a few days. The gentle- 
man received him with much civility and 
reſpe&, and began to renew his offers of 
ſcrvice; and begged Sir Richard would 
give him ſome. occaſion to ſhew his friend 
bi and regard. Why, Sir,“ ſays Sit 
1 4 F 4. 5 Richard,, 
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and if you can lend me a hundred pounds, 
for a few-days, I ſhall conſider it as a 


4 fiogular favour.” Had Sir Richard clap. 


ped a piſtol to his breaſt, and made a pe- 
remptory demand of his money, the gen- 
tleman could not have appeared in a greats 
_ er-ſurprize; than at this unexpected re- 


queſt; His offers of friendſhip had been 


only made, on a ſuppoſition of their nevet 
being accepted, and intended only as {6 
many bass for Sir Richard's intimacy 
and acquaintance; of which the gentle. 
man, while it coſt him nothing, was par- 
ticularly proud. Recovering, however, 
from his ſurpriae, he ftammered out, 
* Why really, Sir Richard, I would ſerve 
* you to the utmoſt of my power, but, at 


+ preſent, I have not twenty guineas in che 


© houſe Sir Richard, who ſaw the pitiful 
cvaſion, was heartily vexed at the mean: 
neſs and excuſe. And fo, Sir, ſays he, 


? you have drawn me in to expoſe the ſitu· 


IF © % "oo Rn 


Richard, I came for that very . 
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ation of my affairs, with a promiſe of 
« aſſiſtance, and now refuſe me any mark 
of your friendſhip, or eſteem. & diſap- 
* pointment I can bear, but muſt by no 
means put up with an inſult; therefore, 
be ſo obliging as to conſider whether it 
* is more agreeable to comply with the 
terms of my requeſt, or to ſubmit to the 
* conſequences of my reſentment.” . Sir 
Richard ſpoke this. in ſo determined a 
tone, that the baronet was ſtartled; and 
aid, ſeeming to recollect himſelf, Lord, 
my dear Sir Richard, I beg ten thouſand - 
* pardons z upon my honour, I did not 
remember. Bleſs me! I have a hundred 
pound note in my pocket, which is en- 
* tirely at your ſervice. So ſaying, he pro- 
duced the note; which Sir Richard imme 
diately put up, and then addreſſed him in 
the following manner : Though 1 deſpiſe 
* an obligation to a perſon of ſo mean a 
caſt, as 1 am ſatisfied you are, yet rather 
than be made a fool, I chooſe to accept of 
cok F 6 this 
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this hundred pounds, which I ſhall return 

© when it ſuits my conveniency : but that 
the next favour you confer may be done 
with a better grace, I muſt take the li- 
© berty of: pulling you by the noſe, as a 


proper expedient ' to preſerve your 


recollection. Which Sir Richard accord- 
ingly did, and then took his leave; whilft 


my the poor baronet ſtood ſurprized at the od- 


dity of his behaviour, and heartily. aſhamed! 
at the ee of his own. {9 


When PR Enoliſh Gilad were i | 


| ing tlie F rench. fleer at La Hogue, in 1692, 
a generous exclamation burſt from James 


II. (who beheld the action from an emi- 


nence near the French army): for when 
he faw the ſeamen, in ſwarms, ſcrambling; 
up the high ſides of the French ſhips from 
their boats, he cried out, Ah, none but 


my brave Engliſh could do fo brave an 
action!“ Some of the guns, which had 


been ee, went mo whilſt the veſ⸗ 


ſels 


CURIOUS ANECDOTE'S, 109 
ſels were burning to the water's edge, and 
a few of the balls paſſed near James's per- 

ſon, and killed ſome of thoſe who were 


around him. He then ſaid, in the anguiſhi _ 


of his heart, Heaven fought againſt him; 


and retired to his tent. The original ſeve- 


rity of James's mind had been ſoftened' 
into tenderneſs by misfortunes. ' Sir Charles: 
Lyttelton, having ſome time before, ſaid' 
to him, He was aſhamed that his ſon was 
with the prince of Orange; the un- 
happy monarch- interrupted him with theſe: 
words, 6 Alas T Sir C harles, why aſhamed 3. 
' are not my daughters with him? 
This Sir Charles Lyttelton was one of 
king James's brigadiers- general: after the 
Revolution, king William offered him a re- 
giment, and to ſend him major. general to 
Flanders, making him, at the ſame time, 
me compliments upon the ſentiments 
which he had often expreſſed againſt the 
growth of the French power. This Sir 
a . Charles 
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Charles. declined. accepting. The king 
aſked his reaſon, Becauſe,“ ſaid the 
knight, I received great obligations from 
my old maſter: I hear he will be in the 
French camp; and if he ſhould be there, 
© cannot anſwer for myſelf, that I ſhould 
not deſert to him.“ The king anſwered, 
- © You are a man of honour z I will not de- 
* fire you to act againſt your principles. 
< Diſturb-not the government, and we ſhall 

* be very n friends.“ 

+ | The very 3 and amiable biſhop 
Berkeley, of Cloyne in Ireland, was ſo in- 
tirely contented with his income in that 
dioceſe, that when offered by the late carl 
of Cheſterfield (then lord lieutenant) a 
biſhoprick much more beneficial than that 
he poſſeſſed, he declined it with theſe 
words: I love my nei ghbours, and they 
© love me: why then ſhould I begin in my 
« old days to form new connections, and 
* tear myklf from thoſe friends, whoſe 

-Þ + kind- 


cus, ANB CDOTE S. 1t? 


gg kindneſs is to me the greateſt happineſs 1 
ie can enjoy? Acting in this inſtance like 
m me celebrated Plutarch, who, being aſked, 
he Why he reſided in his native city, ſo ob- 
e, cure and fo little?“ e. laid _ leſt 
Id it ſhould rpc 7; 


The firſt abe 8 the Bale "On 
tent was ated, Lothario, after he is killed 
by Altamont in the fourth act, lies dead 
by proxy in the fifth; raiſed on a bier 
covered with black. Mr. Powell played 
Lothario, and one Warren, his dreſſer, 
claimed a right of lying for his maſter, and 


ut performing the dead part of Lothario, 
arl WU which he propoſed to act to the beſt adyan- 


tage; though Powell was ignorant of the 
matter. The fifth act began, and went 
on, as uſual, with applauſe; but, about the 


ed aloud for his man Warren, who as 
loudly replied, from the bier on the ſtage, 
ee Sir. n (who as we laid be- 

| fore, 


middle of the diſtreſsful ſcene, Powell call- 
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fore, was ignorant of the part his man wit 
doing) repeated; without lofs of time; 
Come here this moment, you ſontof 2 
„whore l or I'll break all the bones iu 
your ſkin.?: Warren knew his haſty tem- 
per; therefore, without any reply, jumped 
off with all his ſables about him, which 
unfortunately were tied faſt to the handles 
of the bier, and dragged it after him. 
But this was not all: the laugh and roar 
began: in the audience, till it frightened 
poor Warren ſo much, that, with the bier 
at his tail; he threw down Caliſta (Mrs. 
Barry] and overwhelmed her with the 
table, lamp, books, bones; together with 
all the lumber of the charnel-houſe: he 
tugged, till he broke off his trammels, 
and made his eſcape; and the play at ones 
ended with an immoderate fit of laughter. 


At the rehearſal of one of Voltaire's tra- 
gedics, Mr. Cramer, bookſeller at Gene: 
va * the author s own immediate pub- 

. 5 * 
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WW ihcr) was finiſhing his part, which was 
to end with ſome dying ſentences z when 
Voltaire, all deſpotic over thoſe he thinks 
Inis dependents, cries out aloud, Cramer, 
© you lived like a prince for the four pre- 
i ceding acts, but in the fifth you die like 
© a bookſcller.” Dr. Tronchin, the Boer- 
haave of this age, being preſent, could not 
help, in kindneſs, interfering; adding with- | 
all, Why, Monſ. de Voltaire, can you 
expect gentlemen to be at this expence of 
dreſſes, and fatigue of getting ſuch long 
' parts, if you thus continue to upbraid 
them? On the contrary, I think they all 
i deſerve the greateſt encouragement at 
16 * your hands 3 and, as to my friend Cra- 
% M* mer, I declare, that, as far as I am a 
eo judge, he dies with the ſame dignity he 
lived.” Voltaire, who deteſts advice, or 
being informed by an inferior (for an au- 
thor is, in his eye, beyond even an & ſcu- 
e. lapius, were he living ) made this cool an- 
b- ner; Pr'ythee, doctor, when you have 
1 0 36... 
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got kings to kill, kill them your own 
n z but let me Kill e n 


e 
* time 3 he year _ a living ret 

in Caermarthenſhire, in the gift ef Dr, Ine 
Squire, late biſhop of St. David's, being My: 
vacant, his lordſhiꝑ received a letter fron Mto 
the earl of B=—, recommending one Mr. 
L—-,'in the ſtrongeſt terms, to his lord- {ſi 
ſhip, and intimating, that, if his lordſhip 
had not fixed on a perfon to ſupply the 
living of —, he ſhould be much obliged 
to him, if he would preſent his friend Mt. 
L—— to it, and that his lord ſhip might 
command his [the earl's] intereſt for him- 
felt or friends at any time, &e. It hap- 

_ pened, before the biſhop returned an an- 
fwer to the earl, that a poor curate, miſera- 

bly dreſſed, came to his houſe, he being 
then at Abergavilly, and ſent in a. letter to 
his lordſhip.. This letter was writtten by 

| himſelf to the biſhop, in which he ſet 
forth, That he had a wife and give chil- 

| dren; 
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CURIOUS ANE CDOTES, ng: 
that therefore they wanted the common ne- 
Neeſſaries of life; that he had no friend to 
ig MWeccommend him; but, hearing of the good- 
r. Nneſs of his lordſhip's heart, and his liberal, 
ng Way of chinking and acting, he was come 
mio petition his lordſhip for the living: of 
ir. —:; he hoped, at leaſt, that his lord- 
d- Whip would -pardon his preſumption; fur 
though the method of application was un- 
common, yet ſo was his lordſhip's generbs: 
ſity; and, notwithſtanding, he had no par- 
ticular claim to his Gvouri by intereſt or 
&pendance, he had, however, a general 
laim to it, as being an honeſt man; which 
Wi his lordſhip. was no ſmall recommenda- 
tion, The biſhop ordered him in, gave 
him a dinner, for he had walked upwards 
f twenty Welch miles, required a teſtimo- 
ium of his good behaviour, which he pro- 
wced, found him well acquainted with 
polite literature, and the mathematics, and, 
u ſhort, not only preſented him to the 

| 6 living, | 


living, but gave him the money to dil. 


charge the expences of the- inſtitution, 
May the memory of this action remaim ay 
lang as any language can convey ideas to 
Poſterity ! and, as the grateful. remem- 
brance of Dr. Squire's goodneſs is inde; 
libly fixed in the hearts of the whole family 
who are made thus happy, fo let the record 
of this deed ſtand! in: the page of hiſtory, 
and _ time in never n to efface 
it tf 6; tf S 9 . etc 


14 8 


Mr. Prior; whoſe ht in kis e 
ous pieces are frequently half words, ſent 
a performance to the preſs, with a line 
that ended with the ſyllable del; the prin- 


ter, who was afterwards: lord mayor of 


London, and conſequently we muſt ſup. 
poſe him a man of ſome learning, „ thinking 


it ſtood for the Latin word, dele; leaue out, 


omitted the ſyllable and put a ſtop to the 


5 rhyme. Prior ſent. back the proof: -ſheet;| 


1 and reſtored. del the printer, WhO Was 
| I well 


the 
far 


ye} 
fay 
ing 


of 


CURIOUS/ANECDOTRES. 7 
well acquainted, with Adele, hut knew. not 
what to make of del, compleated the line 
by printing dele. This, blunder entirely 
to ſpoiled the rhyme, and made nonſenſe of 
nl the paſſage. Prior, out of | all. patience, . 
le. again blotted out dele, a and writ in its place | 
I, ele with a px and; the: printer returned 
rd 0 ſheet, Agent the . * aol with 4 
ace 9 a6 yo} de at tt ttt : 
103 WA that year as a Pindmontele, who 
 Wfiyled himſelf Count Caraffa, came to 
ur- Vien na, and privately waited on the prime 
en miniſter, /pretending he was ſent by the 
duke of Savoy on a very important affair, 


in- which they two were to negociate without 
.i"0f 


the privacy, of the French court. At the 
fame time he produced his.credentials, in 
I which the duke's ſcal and ſignature were 
very exactly ĩmitated. He met with a very 
favourable reception, and, without affect- 
ing any privacy, took upon him the title 
of Envoy extraordinary from the Court of 


2 5 85 Savoy. 
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Savoy. He Had ſeveral conferences with 
. the imperial council, and made ſo great a 
figure in the moſt diſtinguiſhed'aſſemblies, 
that once at a private concert at court, the 
captain of the guard. deny ing him admit. 
tance, he demanded ſatisfaction in his maſ. 
ter's name, and the officer was obliged to 
aſſe his pardon. His firſt care was to in. 
gratiate himſelf with the Jeſuits, Who, at 
that time, bore a great ſway at court; and 
in order to this, he went to viſit their 
church, which remaining uafiniſhed, as 
they pretended from the low circumſtances 
of the ſociety, he aſked them, How much 


would complete it? An eſtimate to the 


amount of two thouſand louis d'ors being 
laid before him, Caraffa aſſured them of 


his conſtant attachment to their order; 


that he had gladly embraced ſuch a public 
opportunity of ſhewing his eſteem for 
them, and that they might immediately 
proceed to finiſhing their church. In con- 
Kae uener of ä he ſent, that very 

Gay, 
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th day, the two thouſand lovis-dors, at which 
a fun the charge had been computed; He 
es, Ml vas very ſenſible that this was a part he 
he © could not act long without being detected; 


it: N and that this piece of generoſity might not 


af. be at his own expence, he invited a great 
to number of ladies of the firſt rank to ſup- 
im per and a ball. Every one of the gueſts 


at had promiſed. to be there; but he com- . 


nd plained to them all of the ill returns made 


eir A to his civilities, adding, that he had been 
a9 often diſappointed, as the ladies made no 


ich Noccaſions, and, in a jocular way, inſiſted 
the Non a pledge from every lady for their ap- 
ing pearance at the time appointed. One gave 
of bim a ring, another a pearl necklace, a 


watch, and ſeveral ſuch trinkets, 'to the 
amount of twelve thouſand dollars. On 
tie evening appointed, not one of the 
zueſts was miſſing; but it may eaſily be 
conceived what a damp it ſtruck upon the 
whole. 


ſcruple of breaking their words on ſuch 


third a pair of ear-rings, a fourth a gold 5 


. 
+ 7 
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whole aſſembly, when it was at laſt found, 
that the gay Piedmonteſe was a en 
and had diſappeared. Nor had the Jeſuit 
any. great reaſon to applaud themſelves on 
the ſucceſs of their diſſimulation; for, a fey 

days before his departure, the pretended 
count, putting on an air of deep concern 

placed himſelf in the way of the emperor 
confeſſor, who enquired i into the cauſe of 
| his apparent melancholy. . He, intruſted 
him with an important ſecret, That he wa 
ſhort of money at a juncture when eight 
thouſand louis-d'ors were immediate) 
wanted for his maſter's affairs, to be dil 
tributed at the imperial court. The Je 
ſuits, to whom he had given a recent in 
ſtance of his liberality by ſo large a don 
tion, immediately furniſhed him with th 
Ium he wanted, and, with this acquiſition 
and the ladies pledges, he thought he hal 
carried his jeſts far enough, and very pr 
dently withdrew from Vienna. 
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The extravagant and enthuſiaſtic opini- 
on Dennis had of the merit and ithportance 
of his tragedy, called Liberty Aſſtrted, 
cannot be more properly evinced, than by 
the following anecdotes Heimagined there 
were ſome ſtrokes in it ſo ſevere upon the 
French nation, that they could never be 

Irgiven, and conſequently that Louis 
9 XIV. would not conſent to a peace with | 
Iogland, unleſs he was delivered up as 2 
acrifiee to national reſentment. Nay, fo 
Wir did he carry this apprehenſion, chat, 
x when the congreſs for the pence of Utrecht 
1 
7 in agitation, he waited wpon the duke 


his patron, to intreat his intereſt wich the 


ent to his being given up. The duke] 
Fowever, told him, with great gravity; 
That he was ſorry it was not in his power - 
0 ſerve him, as he really had no intereſt 


of Marlborough, who had formerly been 


plenipotentiaries, that they ſhould not con- 


with any G the miniſters at that time's | 


TN"! added, that he fancied his caſe not to 


a S be | 
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be quite ſo deſperate as he ſeemed to ĩma · ¶ c 
gine; for that indeed he had taken no care ¶ ve 
to get himſelf excepted in the articles of 

peace, and yet he could not help thinking, 
that he had done the French almoſt as i be 
much damage as Mr. Dennis himſelf, N hi 
Another effect of this apprehenſion pre. th 
vailing with him, is told as follows: That re 
being invited down to a gentleman's houſe lo 
on the coaſt of Suſſex, where he had been in 
very kindly entertained for ſome time, as N c: 
he was one day walking near the beach, he I th 
ſaw a ſhip ſailing, as he imagined, towards ar 
him: on which, taking it into his head ar 
that he was betrayed, he immediately ei 
made the beſt of his way to London, with- ta 
out even taking leave of his hoſt, who had ©! 
been ſo civil to him, but, on, the contrary, ir 
plroclaimed him to every body as a traitor, NV 
2 | who had decoyed him down to his houſe be 
only in order to give notice to the French, Ml | 
who had fitted out a veſſel on purpoſe to 
I-III, . 
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carry him off, if he had not "TO Wo: 
vere their n „ „Ar mat) 


ce : 
5 4 E 
81e FI £4 bk 


The late heck Goldſmiths: e 


being much increaſed ſince the ſucceſs of 


his comedy of She ſtoops to Conquer, 


the curioſity of the public will probably 
receive ſome gratification from the fol- 
lowing characteriſtical anecdotes: of that 


ingenious writer. The doctor hath been 
called, with more wit than good nature, 


the Sancho Pancha of Engliſn Literature, 


and repreſented as ſo ſingular and erudite 
an etourdi, that you would always be ſure 


either to laugh with him, or at him. Cer- 
tain it is, that the doctor's wi, Ake that 
of many other of his leſs ingenſigs coun- 
trymen, often bordered on abſurdity; 
while his abſence to the ſubject of diſcourſe 
betrayed his real knowledge into apparent 
Ignorance ; hence it is, that a man capa» 


1 illite⸗ 


ble of keeping up a converſation with the 
moſt learned, is often the butt of the moſt 


& 5 i 
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Hiiterate. | An inftance of this happened 
not long ſince at a public tavern, where 
a certain comedian, with that air of modeſt 
aſſurance ſo peculiar to the ſtage, inter- v 
rupted the doctor's diſcourſe about anci- I as 
ent glithors, by aſking him, If he had ever I « 
Ten Doddington upon gingerbread? Why, I nc 
« really, * ſays the doctor, taking ſome time I li 
to recalle@ himſelf, I do. not remember ta 
that 1 have.” No, Sir?” replied the 
coinedian,' With an affected air of ſurprize; 
*it is a work in two volumes, quarto. 
Indeed b returned the doctor, with great 
Amplieiey; I wonder I never met with it; 
* for þ have read every thingz but, in + 
+ trorh; &. an odd ſubject for an author I rel 
= 4100: writ on The player enjoyed the fin 
laugh at the doctor's expence; but had 
not the wit to tell him, chat the ginger- f 
read bakers have re· printed che alphabet, i 
oftener than the printers have made neu b 
enen of phe ho- os boy 


Another 
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Another recent inſtance of the docter s 
e fimplicity, which, though it. might have 
done him no eredit as a man of the world, 
- will place his character in an amjable light 
i I 35 a man of feeling and hamanity. 
doctor having inadvertently paid an hack” 
dey-cOoachman a guinea ipſtead ef a ſhil- = 
ling, and, with great conſiſtency, forgot to 
er take the number of the coach, was obligect᷑ 
he o apply to the fraternity of the hip abeut 
Tomple-Bar to find the avachman. again, 
0 by the deſeription of his perſon. The fel- 
eat low being well known, the doctor had 

it; ¶ bon the ſatisfaction tor be informed he was =» 

in 2 very honeſt man, and would certainly = 
return the gumea, if he knew Where to 


am going to dine at the Devil; with my 
friend Dr. Johnſoh; and Mr. Stevens: 


him to me. The doctor went 60 dinner; 

and before the cloth was taken away. the 

waucr informed him the * was 
$4 of below 


The 


find him; © Welk ſays the doctor, © 1 


jf he ſhould come before ſax-0fclock, ſend "I = 
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below ſtairs with his guinea. On this in- 
formation, the doctor largely deſcanted on 
the ſingular honeſty of the fellow, and the 
expediency of his being properly rewarded 
for it. This drew a voluntary ſubſcrip- 
tion from the company of about nine ſhil- 
lings; which the doctor took down to the 
coachman, putting it into his hand, with 
many encomiums- on his honeſty ;/ at the 
ſame time receiving the guinea from the 
coachman, which he ſlipped into his pocket: 
ori turning to go up ſtairs, however, the 
| honeſt hack · driver modeſtly reminded his 
honour, that he was not paid his fare; 
very arithmetically conceiving, that the 
nine ſhillings being given as a reward for 
his honeſty, his fare was not included. 
Right, cries the doctor; there is a ſhil- 


© ling for thee, my lad.” God bleſs your 


© honour, returned] ohm I ſee you 
* know how to conſider a poor man. Then 
artfully dropping, That, though poor he 


was FRONT, yet, God Knew, he had a wife 
wv: and 


W 
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Imad four children; concluding with a hint 
non family-fickneſs and che dearneſs of pro- 
ie viſions: this melted the doctor, and drew 
d another half- crown from his pocket, 
p- which he gave him, deſiring he would 
l. then go about his buſineſs, leſt he ſnould 
he take the ſilver back again, and return him 
th the whole guinea.” On this hint, the 
ne coachman declared himſelf fully ſatisfied ; 
he and, with many ſcrapes and bows, took His 
t: leave. The doctor returned to his com. 
he pany, exulting to think he had met with 
is I ſo favourable an opportunity to reward ho- 
e; neſty, and to indulge his, natural propen-- 
he I fty to benevolence. The company renew- 
or ed their encomiums both on the coachman 
d. and the doctor; but with what propriety 
l- vas diſcovered, when, the reckoning being 
ur I called, the doctor pulled out the guinea 
ou to diſcharge his quota: not, indeed, the 
n ddentical guinea the doctor gave the coach- 
man, but the n the coachman Baue 
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228 CURIOUS AN ECDOTRS: 
the doctor, which; being of ſilver wie 5 a 
| n . e e 


N FW We the bad duke 
of Bedford in Ireland L176 his ſecreta - 
ty Mt. Rigby, being one evening playing 
at hazard in a public place, was very ſus- 
ceſsful ; and, having won a conſiderable 
ſum, he was putting it in his purſe ; when 

a perſon behind, ſaid, in a lou voice to 
himfelf, © Had I that ſum, what à happy 
man ſhould l be Mr. Rigby, without 
| looking back, put the purſe over his 
fhoulder, ſaying, * Take it, my friend, 
Sand be happy.“ The ſtranger made no re- 
Ply, but accepted it, and retired, Every 
one preſent was aſtoniſhed at Mr. Rigby's 
uncommon beneficence, whillt he received: 
additional pleaſure on being informed, that 
was a half- pay officer in great diſtreſs. 
Some years after, a gentleman waited. up- 
on him in his own equipage, in London, 


CURTOUS ANECDOTES; 1g; 
and being introduced to Mr: Rigby, ac- 
quainted him that he came to hequie a debt 
he had contracted with him in Dublin 
Mr. Rigby was greatly ſurprizett as this 
declaration, as he was an-enitirer ſtranger. 
Ves, Sir, continued the viſitor; o 
"aſſiſted me with above an hundred 
pounds, at a time that I Wes in the ute 
* moſt indigence, without knowing or ever” 
© ſeeing, me; and then related the affair at 
continued the ſtranger, Las enabled td 
pay ſome debts, and fit myſelf out for 
India, where | have been ſo lucky as to 
make an ample fortune.“ Mr. Rigby de- 
dined taking the money, ſaying that 
though he recollected the eireumſtance, he 
vas unacquainted with the ſum but in a 
ey days he received ſome valuable preſents 
that amounted to much more Woes Ry _ 
* which he had beſtowed... | 


- __ 
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ly, with the title of | Southeſk, which his 


ſome hint of the honour that was done him 


The dukeief York '(afterwards James : 


II.) having lulled his conſcience to ſleep Ml a 
by the declaration of his marriage to Mrs, WU t 
Anne Hyde, the chancellor's daughter, MW d 
that he might devote ſome of his leiſure t 


hours to inconſtancy, in return for that ge. f. 
nerous effort, he therefore took up with IM / 
one whom he ſoon found ready for his pur- 1 


1 poſe 2 this Was lady | Carnegy | (daughter G 
of duke Hamilton), who had been free of Ml 


her favours to many others. She was ſtill I 5 
handſome, and her good nature did not ſuf- MW » 
fer her new lover to languiſh long. All t 


| ſucceeded as well as poſſible for ſome I 7 
time; lord Carnegy, her huſband, was I p 
ſtill in Scotland; but his father dying ſud- 


denly, he returned from thence as ſudden- 


wife hated: but which ſhe took till more 
patiently than his return. He had had 


in his abſence. He would not immediate- 
E. ſeem jealous ; ny” as it was very ealy 


3 10 
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bv aſcertain the truth of the fact, he kept 
pan eye upon thoſe. of his wife. As this re- 
s turn put the lovers on their guard, the 
r, Wl duke of York viſited her only in form; 
re that is to ſay, always accompanied by a 
e. friend, in order to give it the air of a viſit- 
th At this time, Talbot (afterwards duke of 
r- Tyrconnel) returned from Portugal. This 
ter connection had taken place during his ab- 
of {ence ; and, without his knowing who lady 
till Southeſk Was, he learned that his maſter 
uf: was in love with her. He was carried thi- 
In ther, for form's ſake, a few days after. 
me The duke introduced him. Some com- 
vas pliments paſſed on both ſides; after which 
he thought it proper to leave hig highneſs 
at liberty to pay his, and withdrew into 
the anti- chamber. This anti- chamber 
looked into the ſtreet. Talbot placed 
himſelf at the window, to obſerve the paſ- 
ſers-· by. He had the beſt diſpoſition in the 
world for ſuch adventures; but he was ſo 
ubje to abſence and inattention, that he 
a 6 6 . lelt 
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left at London the complimental: letter 
which the duke had given: him for the In- 
fanta of Portugal, and was not ſenſible of 
it, till the very time he had his audience. 
He ſtood therefore on guard, as has been 
mentioned, very attentive to his inſtruc- 
tions, when he ſaw a chariot ſtop-at: the 
door, without being alarmed at it, and 
leis ſtill at the man hom he ſaw get out of 
it, and ſoonm heard coming up ſtairs. The 
devil, who ought not to be ſpiteful: on 
fuch occaſions, brought thither lord 
Southeſk in perſon. His highnefs's equi- 
page had been difmifled,, becauſe lady 
Southeſk had affirmed that her-huſband was: 
gone to make a tour to the dogs, the bears 
and the bulls; ſights which highly de- 
lighted him, and from which he ſeldom 
returned till very late. He little imagined 
that he had ſuch good company at his 
houſe, ſeeing no carriage there; but, if 
he was at firſt ſurprized to ſee Talbot ſit- 
ting at his wad in his. wife 8 anti · chamber, 
us 
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his ſurprife did not laſt long. Talbot hac 
not ſeen him ſince his return from Flans- 
f: ders; and not ſuſpecting he had changed 
e. his name, *Govod-morrow, Carnegy; good- 


n morrow, my fat pig; he cried, holding 


e- out his hand: * where the deuce have you 
ae been, that I have not ſeen you ſince I 
d came from Bruſſels ? What bufineſs have 
of: you here? Have you too a deſign on 
he © Southeſk ? If ſo, my poor friend, you 
on © © may as well fly the pit; for, let me tell 
rd you, the duke of York is in love with 
ai- ber, and, to truſt you with a- ſecret; at 


dy © this very moment he is in the next room 


as with her.“ Southeſk, thunder. ſtruck, as. 

may eaſily be imagined, had not time to 
anſwer theſe curious queſtions: Talbot 
ſhewed him the door, as a friend, and ad- 
viſed him to try his fortune elſewhere. 


got into his chariot; and Talbot, delighted 

vith the adventure, was impatient for the 

Wke's — in * to give him an 
account 


Southeſk,. not knowing better what to do, 
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account of it; but he was much ſurprized 
to find that the ſtory had no charms for 
thoſe. who were intereſted in it: on the 


whole, he thought it very unlucky: that 


that creature Carnegy had only, changed 
his name to draw from him ſuch an impor- 
tant ſecret. This incident interrupted a 
commerce which the duke of York did not 
much regret: and well it was that he grew 
indifferent; for the traitor Southeſſe plot- 
ted a revenge, by which, without em- 
ploying ſword or poiſon, he would have 
had ſatisfaction of thoſe who had injured 
him, for the ſhort time their intrigue had 
laſted. He ſought, in the moſt infamous 
places, the moſt infamous diſtemper that 
they could furniſh, and found it; but 
without being more than half revenged; 
for, after having had recourſe to the ſe- 
vereſt diſcipline to get rid of it, his lady 
only returned him the preſent, having no 
more commerce with him for whom he 
had induſtriouſly prepared it. Biſhop Bur: 
| "obs net, 


E42 


lie 


Ou 


lod 
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net, in his hiſtory, relates this anecdote; 
and adds, That it was alſo generally be- 
lie ved, that the diſeaſe was let round till it 


t came to the ducheſs, who was ſo tainted 
a vith it, that it occaſioned the death of all 


r- ber children, except the two daughters, 
a our two queens [Mary and Anne], and 
ot I was believed the cauſe of her own death, 
wil &c. Lord Southeſk was, for ſome years, 
it not ill pleaſed to have this believed. It 
n- © looked like a peculiar ſtrain of OO» 
ve vith which he ſeemed much delighted. 


ad The ate 0 Crawford, ME was ſo re- 

Jus markable for his courage, and thirſt of 
nat glory, exhibited a very extraordinary in- 
2ut I ance of preſence of mind on the morning 
d; ¶ that preceded the battle of Rocoux, in 
ſe· 746. He, and ſome volunteers, accom- 
ady panied by his aid-de-camp, and attended 
no I by two ofderly dragoons, had rode out 
he before day to reconnoitre the ſituation of 
ur-M the enemy, and fell into one of their ad- 
net, ll: vanced 
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voanced guards. The ſerjeant who com wa 


him, Ne tirez pas, nous ſommes amis“ 
Dont fire; we are friends: and imme. 
diately, without giving the officer time to 


the officer anſwering, of the regiment of: 
Leben, prenez bien garde a votre poſte ; j 


© Jook-out- with your poſt . I am going à lit. 


himſelf from the ſueprize occaſioned by this 
unexpected addreſs, In all probability, he 


manded it, immediately turned out his de. 
men, and their pieces were preſented, when int 


the earl firſt perceived them. Without 


an 
betraying the leaſt mark of diſorder, he I bee 
rode up to the ſerjeant, and, aſſuming We 
the character of a French general, told mit 


alk any queſtions, proceeded,” by aſking 
him to what regiment they belonged; and 


© m'en vais plus loin pour reconnoitre 


ne further to retonnoitre tbe enemy mum 


retired, before the ſerjeant oould recollect 


* 


wy - 
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ws ſoon ſenſrble of hiSmiſtake; for the i inci. 


an officer in the Auſtrian: ſervice, having 
e been taken priſoner in the battle that en- 
ved, dined with marſhal. Saxe, who diſ- 
I&Eoifcd him on his parole, and defired he 
„would charge himſelf with. a facetious com- 
© pliment to his old friend the earl of Craws- 
word: He wiſbed his lordihip joy of being 
ng : French general; and ſaid, he could not 
nd belp being diſpleaſed with the ſerjeant, as 
be had not procured. him the nn ; 
MU wot ens ana, 


te | The Ve Sir Themas ene poſt 
vod maſter- general of Dublin, had ſuch ano= 
1. Wer affair in his family as that of: lord!“ 
% r. His lady had indiſcreetly made 
any im a cuckold, and he took care the world. 
Would. know it, inſomuch that it engroſ- 


dent was, that very day, publiely mentioned“ 


is ed the attention. of the public throughout 


le nation. Whilſt matters were carrying 
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en with a high hand between the lady and 
her ſpouſe, Sir Thomas, happening one 
day to be in company with the earl of Kil. 
dare, aſked the earl, If he gave a great 
many franks? for, ſaid he, there comes 
more of your lordſnip's franks to the 
poſt- office, than of any man's in Ireland, 
and I have often ſuſpected they were 
forged. The earl anſwered; That he 
gave but very few: he ſaid, if ſa many 
came, they muſt be forged to be ſure; 
and. entreated, as a favour, that the next the 
might be ſtopped, and brought to him; 
by means whereof, he ſaid, he hoped he 
ſhould be able to find out who it was had 
played the trick. Orders were according: 
y given. and, in about a day or 'two's 
time, there comes a frank, which wa: 
brought to Sir Thomas, and immediately 
carried by him to the earl. The earl had 
ſeveral perſons of diſtinction» with him; 
however, Sir Thomas being a man of con- 
Wee readily. in and pres 
4 ſented 
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andſſ ented the frank. As ſoon as the earl ſaw 
onothe letter, he told Sir Thomas he really 
Kil· aid not chooſe to open it; For you know, 
reatſſaid he, law-makers ſhould not be law- 
mei breakers :* upon which, he deſired the 
theFkoight would be ſo kind as to open it him- 
ind elf, and ſee from whence it came. In 
verefobedience to his lordſhip's commands, Sir 
be Thomas girectly opened the letter, when 
any te firſt thing he caſt his eyes upon, was, 
Ire the figure of a bed, curiouſly drawn on 
nextthe paper, with a lady lying in it, and over 


im ber head the inſcription, *LadyPrendergaſt.* 


The figure of a man in his ſhirt was alſo 
drawn, ſtepping into bed; over his name 
was written the name of the gentleman who 
had hornified Sir Thomas, and the fol- | 
lowing were properly placed, as if pro- 
ceeding out of his mouth, This is no 
eounterfeit, Sir Thomas. The news of 
this comical adventure flew like lightning 
to every part of the town, and afforded 
Feat diverſion . all degrees of peo- 


ple. 5 
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ple. . | 
after counterfeits, and the earl not a lite I 52 
e of htving hand in the fl 1 


eth ume Git: Tom King: the! come: 
diad), one of Thaliz's gteateſt favourites Il lu 
but whoſe cauſe the blind goddeſs had never I ve 
till now eſpouſed, meeting wich a certain I an 
ſporting gentieman under the piazza in All 
Covent · garden, they retired: to an adjacent I pe 
tavern, to take a. main at hazard for five 
guineas. Tom ſoon loſt his firſt ſtakez 
and, with much refignation,.cat his ſupper 
and drank his bottle. His. adverſary, 
however, after ſupper, propoſed to him 3 
ſecond. main, which Tom at firſt refuſed 
engaging in, ſaying, He had not, he be 
lieved, money enough about him to an- 
ſwer tha bet; but this was over · ruled, by 
his adverſary replying, His word was fuf- 
ficient for a hundred times the fam. They 
| renewed the party, and, in a few hours, 
* won two tbouſand four hundred 
gvineas 
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guineas. Tones wife, Wwho, by the bye, 
18 very good one, had fat up all night, as 
uſual, after having ſent every where in 
ſearch of him, without being able to gain 
any tidings. 'When he returned from his 
lucky vigil, ber enquiries wete naturally 
very preſſing to k now where he had been. | 
n and what had kept him out ſo long, to 
in all which he made no anſwer, than very 
m peremptorily ſaying, © Bring me a Bible! 
W A Bible? ſhe re-echoed with ſome eja- 
culation; I hope you have not poiſoned 
«yourſelf ?**, Bring me a Bible; conti- 
nued Tom. J ſuppaſe, ſhe reſumed, 
you've loſt ſome great ſum; bur never 
* mind, we can work for more,* *© Bring 
me a Bible, I ſay * ſtill uttered the im- 
patient Tom. Good Lord, what: can be 
the matter,” ſaid Mrs. King; I don't be- 
lieve there's ſuch a thing in the houſe, 
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ther ſhe went, and found part of one with⸗ 
qut 2 ny when, having brought ie co 


Tom, 


vithout it be in the maid's room.” This 
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Tom, he fell upon his knees, and made: 
moſt fervent oath never to touch a die or 
card again; whilſt ſne all the while endes. 

voured to alleviate his grief, of which ſhe Wcaſ 
conſidered” this as the effuſion owing to at 
ſome conſiderable loſs. When he had finiſh: Wat: 
ed and roſe up, he flung fourteen hun- Nd. 
dred pounds in bank notes upon the table; ſt: 

ſaying, There, my dear, there's fourteen 
hundred pounds I've won to-night, and 
II ſhall receive a thouſand more by to- 

© morrow noon; and I'll be dd if 0 0 
ever riſk a guinea of 1 it _ 


C01 
the 
of 


The late doctor Miſaubin was nden for 
curing a particular diforder, and whoſe 
recipe firſt introduced him into the polite 
world; but his uncommon humour and 
docility of temper, recommended him ſtil 
more to ſeveral noblemen of the firſt rank; 
amongſt theſe were the late dukes of Mon- 
tague and Richmond, of whoſe parties he 
uſed frequently to be, and was always very 

 conducine 
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conducive to the mirth and riſibility -of 
the company. As a ſpecimen of the kind 
a of merriment he produced upon theſe oc- 
he Ncaſions, we ſhall take algiew of the doctor 
to Hat court, upon being introduced to the 
ate king. The duke of Montague had 
advertiſed his majeſty! of the whimſical 
character of Mr. Miſaubin, and added, he 
would afford ſome mirth upon being in- 

troduced on a levee-day. Accordingly, : 
the duke ſaid to the doctor, He wondered 
ſo celebrated a phyſician had never been in- 

troduced at St. James's. The doctor ſnap- 
im at the bait, and ſaid, He ſhould take 
t as a great honour if his grace would 


his requeſt, and the doctor conſulted him 
with regard to his dreſs, His Grace ad- 
kd him, by all means, to make his firſt 
ppearance in a ſuit of black velvet, 


lon-Nrhich was accordingly obtained; and the 
s heuke prepared himſelf with an uncommon 


Introduce him. | The duke conſented to g | 
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der was contained. Upon the dukes per 
ceiving the doctor, he ran up to him, and 
overwhelmed him with powder and em. 
braces, - ſaying, How happy J am, den 
doctor, to have this opportunity of in 
* troducing you to the king! The doctot 
hum' d and had, But my coat, my lord 
„I ſhall look like a miller. The doks 
however, did not deſiſt ſhaking his head 
kill he had diſcharged at leaſt three qua 
ters of a pound of powder upon the doc. 
tor's black velvet ſuit. His grace the 
introduced him te the king, who wat 
ready to burſt his ſides with laughing; the 
doctor being more engaged with wiping his 
clothes, than making his obeiſance 
Though his introduction was attended 
with this ridiculous appearance, the doe 
tor failed not ever after attending $t 
James's on court-days, and plumed | 
felf not a little upon being ſo reſpectab f 
a courtier. He was ſome time after a 
Windſor, when he was aſked by a pat 


hi 


* 
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his addreſs in town, to which he replied 
with diſdain, *To' doctor Miſaubin, in 
(the world.“ He had, at length, wrought. 
himſelf up to ſuch a pitch of importance, 
in from his acquaintance and connections, 5 
that he thought it beneath him to be any 
longer a walking · doctor; ; and he hence- 
forward rolled in his chariot. One day, 
whilſt he was at dinner at the duke of 
Montague's, his grace had employed a 
coach-painter to give a proper coat of arms. 
to his carriage: he accordingly painted. * 
patient receiving a clyſter from the doctor; 

and he traverſed the whole town with this 
device on his carriage, without being able 
t gueſs what the ſpectators every where 
mmoderately laughed at. Hogarth has 
Introduced the doctor's figure in the Har- 5 
bt's Progreſs, in the N where ſhe ex- 
pires. The doctor made a will, and be · 
queathed twenty thouſand pounds to his N 
Widow. This bequeſt got vent, and every 
body imagined the doctor a man of great 
You, I. H Property; 
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property; but it at length appeared that 
theſe twenty thouſand pounds were not in 
ſpecie, nor in paper: they conſiſted of 
twenty thouſand pills, which he cſlimares. 
At one pound each. 


Edvard Howard, carl of Suffolk, 1 
great inclination to verſify, and ſome de- 
rangement of his intellects, was ſo unlucky 
as not to have his fyror of true the poetic 
fort. 1 8 gentleman, on his firſt appearance | 
as an author, was fent for by this lord to his 
houſe. His lordſhip | told him, that he 
employed many of his idle hours j in poetry, 
but that, having t the misfortune to be of the 
ſame. name with the honourable Edward 
Howard, ſo much ridiculed in the laſt age, 
no printer would meddle with his works, 
which he therefore defired the gentleman 
to recommend to ſome of the profeſſion of 

his acquaintance. The gentleman excuſed 
himſelf as well as he could: the earl then 
began to read ſome of his yerles; 3 but, com- 


ng 
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ing to the deſcription of a beautiful Wo- 
man, he ſuddenly ſtopped, and faid, 1 
am not like moſt poets, Sir; 1 do not 
draw from ideal riſtreſſes, 1 always have 
«© my ſabje& before me“ Then ringing 
the bell, he faid to his footman, Call up 
Fine- eyes. A woman of the town ap- 
peared. Fine: eyes, ſaid the earl, look full 
* on this gentleman: 2 ſhe did, and return- 
dad. Two or three others of the ſeraglio 
- BW were ſummoned in their turns, and diſ- 
played their reſpective charms for which 
they had been ago (eeeeaeel by n lord- 
ip $ pen. N 


The late queen Ourdcline clara her 5 
intention of honouring Mr. Pope with a 
viſit at Twickenham. His mother was 
then alive; and leſt the viſit ſhould give 
her pain, on account of the danger his re- 
lvious principles might incur by an inti- 
macy with the court, his piety made him, 
wu with great duty and humility, beg that he 
8 1 H 2- "ME | 
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| might decline this honour. - Some years 
after, his mother being dead, the prince 
of Wales condeſcended to do him the ho. 
nour of a viſit. When Mr. Pope met him 
at the water's-ſide, he expreſſed | his ſenſe of 
the honour done him in very proper terms, 
Joined with the moſt dutiful: expreſſions 
of attachment. On which the prince ſaid, 
II is very well; but how ſhall we recon- 
© cile your love to a prince, with your pro- 
feſſed indiſpoſition to kings, ſince, princes 
„will be kings in time“ Sir,“ replied 
Pope, I conſider royalty under that no- 
ble and authoriſed type of the lion: 
while he is young, and before his nails 
Lare grown, he may be approached, and 
© carefſed with ſafety and pleaſure. 


| Not long after the death of Mary queen 
of Scots, Margaret Lambrun (who, had 
been one of her attendants, became in 
ſome meaſure deſperate, on account of the 


loſs of a huſband wn ſhe dearly. loved;: 
* a loſs 
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a loſs which had been octafioned' by grief 
for the melancholy fate of that unfortu- 
nate princeſs, to whoſe retinue he had alfo 
belonged), formed a reſolution to revenge 
the death of both upon the perſon of queen 
Elizabeth. To accompliſh her purpoſe, | 
ſhe dreſſed herfelf in the habit of a man, 
aſſumed the name of Anthony Spark, and 
„attended at the court of England, with a 
;- I pair of piſtols conſtantly concealed about 
ber, one to kill the queen, when an oppor- 
d tunity ſhould offer, and one to kill herſelf, 
o- if her crime ſhould he difcovered. One 
\: day as ſhe was puſhing through the croud, 
ils I in order to get near her majeſty, who was. 
then walking in the garden, the accident- 
ally dropped one of the piſtols. Thisicir- 
cumſtance being obſerved by the guards, 
ſhe was immediately ſeized, in order to be 


terfered, and deſired to examine the cul- 
prit firſt, She accordingly demanded her 
name, her * and her quality; ; and 


H g b MAT. | 


ſent to prifon, The queen, however, in- 
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Margaret, with Aa reſolution, ſtill. undaunt- 
ed, replied, Madam, though I appear 
before you in this garb, yet Lam a wo- 
man. My name is Margaret Lambrun; = © 
* and was ſeveral, years. in the ſervice. f 
* Mary, a queen whom you have unjuſt- fl « 
* ly put to death, and thereby deprived me ff 
© ſurvive that bloody cataſtrophe of his in- I 
© nocent miſtreſs. His memory is hardly $ 
more dear to me chan is that of my in- 

« jured queen; and, regardleſs of conſe- tn 
quences, 1 determined to revenge their Il «1 
1 death upon you. Many, but fruitleſs, 6 
as,” were the efforts I made to divert me from 6 ti 
my purpoſe. I found myſelf conſtrained I © 1; 
* to prove, by experience, the truth of the MW <ir 
maxim, That neither reaſon nor force n. 
* can hinder a woman from vengeance, a7 
« when ſhe is impelled to it by love. High- IM to. 

ly as the queen had cauſe to reſent this ne 
ſpeech, ſhe heard it with coolneſs, and. WW and 


anſwered it with moderation- Tou are. Wenti 
5 8 pel- 
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« perſuaded' then, ſaid her majeſty, « that 
in this ſtep you have done nothing but 
* what your duty required? What think 

you is my duty to do to you?? © Is that 

« queſtion put in the character of a queen, 
vor that of a judge? replied Margaret, | 
with the ſame intrepid firmneſs. Eliza- 
beth profeſſed to her it was in that of a 
queen. © Then,” continued Lambrun, it 
s 1 majeſty* s duty to grant me a par- 
y don. But what ſecurity, demanded 
„de queen, can you give me, that you 
r will not make the like attempt upon 
55 ſome future occaſion 2 © A favour ceaſes. 


n to be one, madam,” replied Margaret, 1 


whem it is yielded under ſuch reſtraints: 
ein doing ſo your majeſty would a& againſt 
eme as a - ©] have been thirty 
years a queen,” cried Elizabeth, turning 
to the courtiers then preſent, and had 
never ſuch a lecture read to me before:“ 
ad ſhe immediately granted the pardon- 
entire and unconditional as it had been de- 
H 4 „ ſired, 
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| fired, in oppoſition to the opinion. of the 
preſident. of the council, _ who. told her 


majeſty, that he thought ſhe ought, to have 
| puniſhed ſo daring an offender. | The fair 


criminal, however, gave an admirable 
proof of her prudence, in begging the 
queen to extena her generoſity one degree 


further, by granting her a ſafe conduct out | 
of the kingdom; with which favour alſo. 


Elizabeth chearfully complied, and Mar- 
garet Lambrun, from that e lived a 
peaceable life i in F trance. 


At the ſiege of Tortona, oh laſt warin 
Italy, the commander of the army which 


lay before the town, ordered Carew, an 


Iriſh officer in- the ſervice of Naples, t to 
advance with a-detachment to a particular 
_ poſt. Having given his orders, he whiſ- 
pered to Carew, Sir, I know you to be a. 
* gallant man: I have therefore put you | 


A vpon this duty. I tell you, in confidence, 


it is certain death for 9 Ste 1 place 


20 
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you chere to make the enemy ſpring a. 
© mine below you.“ Carew made à bow to- 
the general, and led on his men in 
ſilence to the dreadful poſt. He there ſtood 

with an undaunted courage; and, hav- 
ing called to one of his ſoldiers for a 
draught of wine, Here, ſaid he, I drink 
„to all thoſe who bravely fall in battle.“ 
Fortunately at this inſtant Tortona capi- 
ulated, and Carew eſcaped. But he had 
mas a full opportunity of diſplaying a 
are inſtanee of determined intrepidity. It 
is with pleaſure that we record an anecdote 
ſo much to the honour of a gentleman of 
that nation, on which Hliberal reflections 
are too often thrown, by thoſe of whom it 
little deſerves them. Whatever may be 

the rough jokes of wealthy inſolence, or 
the envious farcaſms of needy jealouſy, the 
Iriſh have ever been, and will continue to 
be, W rp wal the continent. 


ds m4 > R 4 
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In the year 1712, Matthew Prior, who 


was then Fellow of St. John's, and who 


not long before had been employed by the 


queen as her plenipotentiary to the court 


of France, came to Cambridge; and the 


next morning paid a viſit to the maſter of 
his own college. The maſter” (whether 
Dr. Gower or Dr. Jenkins, IT eannot now 
recollect) loved Mr. Prior's principles, had: 
a great opinion of his abilities, and a re- 
ſpect for his character in the world; but 
then he had a much greater reſpect: for 


himſelf. He knew his own dignity too 
well to ſuffer a fellow of his college to ſit 


down in his preſence.. He kept his ſeat, 


and let the queen's ambaſſador ſtand. Such 


was the temper, not of a-vice-chancellor,, 


but of a ſimple maſter. of a college. I re- 


member, by the way, an extempore epi. 
gram of Matt's on the reception he had 
there met with. We did-not. reckon, in 
thoſe days, that he had a very happy turn 
for an n but the occaſion was: 

tewptings 


cUrTOUs Whew e BB WWI“ 1 * 


tempting; and he ſtruck it off, as he was 
walking from St. John's college to the 
Roſe, where he dined : 7. it was 1 LY 
the maſter: ALOE AT e e 


— 


41 ood Sir: patient at your feet, 60. 
Before your elbow- chair: 
But make a biſhop” s throne your ſeat,” 
«TI kneel before you there. 


One 3 thing can keep you + Fool ts 

32 For your great ſoul too mean; 
«You'd not, to mount a bilhop's $ throne, 
: Pay gen of to the een 


5 8 8 * EF © . . 


The activity and hardineſs of e Charles: 
XII. of Sweden, are well known: he 
was on horſeback for four and twenty hours $ 
ſucceſſively, and thus traverſed the great- 
eſt part of his kingdom, almoſt entirely” 
alone. In one of theſe rapid excurſions 
he met with a very ſingular” adventure: 
accompanied only by a few guards, whom 
he had left far behind, his horſe fell dead: 
under him. This 1 8 have embarraſſed: 


$9 


-” 
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an ordinary man, but it gave Charles no 
ſort of uneaſineſs. Sure of finding ano- 
ther horſe, but not equally ſo of meeting 
with a good ſaddle and piſtols, he ungirts 


his horſe, claps the whole furniture upon 
his own back, and, thus accoutred, marches 
to the next inn, which, by good fortune, 


was not far off. Entering the ſtable, he 
there found a horſe e to his mind; 
therefere, without further ceremony, he 


claps on his ſaddle and houſing with great 
| compoſure, and was juſt going to mount. 
When the gentleman who owned the horſe, 
. was informed of the matter, he aſked the 


king, bluntly, How he came to meddle with 
his horſe, having never ſeen him before? 
Charles eaſily replied, ſqueezing his lips, 


as was his way, that he took the horſe be- | 


cauſe he wanted one For you ſee,” con- 


tinued he, if IJ have none, I muſt be ob- 
* liged to carry the ſaddle. myſelf.” * This 
anſwer did not ſatisfy the gentleman, who 
: e drew his ſword: in chat th king 
was 
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was not much behind-hand with him, ank 
came up, teſtified that furprize Which is 
natural at ſeeing arms in the hands of a 
ſubject againſt his king, the gentleman 
was not leſs ſuprized than they, at this un- 
deſigned inſult upon majeſty. His aſto-— 
niſnment, however, was ſoon diſſipated by 
the king, who, taking him by the hand. 
called him a brave fellow, and aſſured him 
that he ſhould be provided for. He was 
not worſe than his word: the gentleman 
was afterwards promote to a conſiderable. 2 
commang-s in the oy Kg 


1 Baſiliad, - czar | a A 4 
prince equally famed for his ferocity and 
pride, is reported, by ſome hiſtorians, to 
have driven a nail into the head of a cer- 
tain Italian ambaſſador, who had come to 
bis preſence covered. Jerom Boſs, ne- 
vertheleſs, the ambaſſador at the lame 
court from Elizabeth of England, wpon a: 


ſimilar : 


Q 
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fimilar' occaſion, proudly kept on his hat,, 
and retired without once moving it. The 


crar demanded of him; if he knew not the 


puniſhment which-another ambaſſador had' 


received for ſuch inſolence. i do know: | 
_<:jr,? replied he; but I am ambaſſador of 


© aqueen whoſe head is always covered, and: 
*-who never ſuffers an affront offered to any 
© of her ſervants to Paſs unpuniſhed.?” The 
czar, not ſo ungenerous as to witneſs this 
magnaminity without admiration, turned 
round to his courtiers; Here is a brave 


man, ſaid he, © who dares: thus to act, 


and thus to ſpeak, for the honour and: 


the intereſt of his ſovereign? Which of 


you would do ſo much for me? 


There was one Ferguſon, an intimate 
of king James I. who, being about the 
fame. age, had been a play- fellow with 


him when they were young, came with 


him into England, and, extending the 


-F n of friendſhip. too far, frequently: 
took 
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took the liberty of adviſing,” and ſome- 
times admoniſhing;- or rather: reproving: 
his ſovereign. He was à man truly ho- 
neſt : his counſels were diſintereſted, with 
a view for himſelf 3 having a decent patri-: 
mony of his. own;/ The king was; how- 
cer, often vexed by his freedoms; and at- 
„kength ſaid to him, between jeſt and earn- 
a, Tou are perpetually cenſuring my- 
conduct: P'll make you a king ſome 


4 


g. 
time or other, and try.“ | Accordingly” 
e Woe day, the court being very jovial, it 
t, came into his majeſty's head to execute 
d: dis project; and ſo calling Ferguſon, he 
of; ordered him into the chair of ſtate, bid- 


ding him, There play. the king; while, for 
his part, he would perſonate Jonny Fergu- 
ſon. This farce was, in the beginning, 


ich Ihe mock-ſovereign- put on the airs of 


very agreeable: to the whole company.” 


ih royalty, and talked to thoſe about him in 


the erſtrain. like that of the real one, only with 


1 9 4 with 


ks pedantry. T bey were infinitely pleaſed: Ef: 


> ovarovs ANE CDOTRES:; 


with the joke; and it was a perfect bome · 
dy, till the unlucky knave turned the ta · 
bles, and came all of a ſudden to moralize 
on the vanity of honour, wealth, and plea- 
ſure; to talk of the inſincerity, venality, 
and corruption of cou rtiers, and fervants: 
of the Crown how entirely they had their 

own intereſts at heart, and how! generally 
their pretended zeal and aſſiduity were the 
diſguiſe of falſhood and flattery. This 
diſcourſe made a change in ſome of their 
did not rehſh. it altogether. He was 2 
raid it might have ſome effect upon his: 
minions, and leſſen the tribute of adula- 
tion they were uſed to offer with great pro- 
fuſion, when they found how this wag ob- 
| ſerved and animadverted on it. But the 

monitor did not ſtop here : he levelled a 

particular ſatire at the king, which put an 
end to the entertainment, and made his 
majeſty repent of his introducing it; ſome 
foreigners: of diſtinction being preſent; 
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„ for it painted him in his true colours, as 
„one that never loved a wiſe man, nor re- 
„ warded an honeſt one, unleſs they ſacri- 
„ ficed to his vanity; while he loaded thoſe, 

7, Vho proſtituted themſelves to his will, with 
ts: MY wealth and honour. For the mimic, peint- 

ing directly to James (who was to perſon- 
ate Ferguſon) raiſing his voice, There,“ 
faid he, * ſtands a man whom I would, 
have you imitate : the honeſt orgature 
' regards me with a cordialaffetion.40:this: 
very moment: he has teſtified his friend 
' ſhip by all the means in his power; ſtu- 


la- ing my welfare, guarding) me from 
r0- evil counſellors, prompting me to prinee- 
ob- actions, and warning me of every dan- 


ger; for all which, however, he never 


an have ſquandered thouſands on ſeveral 


' aſked me any thing: and, by Jove, thou 


his: of you, yet, in the whole courſe of my my 


me life, I never gave him a farthing.” The 
nts king, nettled by this ſarcaſm, cried ou to 
for IM erguſon, 


182 eORrous 4 FE96 +38. 
Ferguſon, * Augh! FP you pawky loun, 
what wad you be ar'?' Away off my 
© thrane,- ee e Da mor of your 
ARA?! 59 2008.6 ee oC e oa 
Mur oi as £3 F ISM ane 
Son "after Gu time of the late rebel: 
hon, the late lord Cheſterfie d took it into 
Bis head to- be violently ſtruck with the 
charms of Signora Campioni, who was 
reck6ned one of the fineſt women of her 
time. He told her, one evening, behind 
the ſeenes, that he ſhould viſit her that 
night. She deſired his lordſhip to defer 
his viſit, as ſhe was pre- engaged to a fo- 
reign! miniſter. © You have raiſed ſuch an 
uproar in my breaſt; that if you' refuſe 
me, I ſhall' go diſtracted., In'compa- 
fion to his lordfhip, ſhe: diſengaged herſelf 
by a card, pretending indiſpoſition, with 

count Hg. His lordſhip went to bed, 
and left her in the morning as immaeulate 
a virgin as he had found her. My lord, 
fad ſhe, ſmiling, .* I think you might have 
. put 


ſelf 
Nth 


late 


ave 


pul 
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put it off till tonight.“ think ſo too, 
faid he; but though I am a day older, T 
don't think I am a whit wiſer; and if! 
« was to ſee you dance tocnight, I believe 

you would raiſe another commotion,” like 
© the pretender, which "Would "IM termi⸗ 
nate n eee M eD9V 1197 68887 
3235 Ha t 1 MF? 10 

The Seviblenusclubsy confiſting " Pope, 
Arbuthnot, Swift, Gay, Parnell, &. 
when ; the members were in town, were 
ſeldom aſunder, and they often made ex- 
curſions together into the country, and ge · 
nerally on foot. Swift was naturally the 
butt of the company; and if a trick was 
played, he wWas always the ſufferer. The 
vhole party once agreed to walk down to 
the houſe of the late lord Bathurſt, whoſe: 
ſat was about twelve miles from town. 
As every ans agreed to make the beſt of 
his way, Swift, whomwas remarkable for: 
valking, ſopn left all tlie reſt behind him, 
ſolly reſolved, upon his arrival, to chooſe 
ESR | 1 | the 
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the very beſt bed for himſelf; for ehat was 
his cuſtom. In the mean time Parnell 
was determined to prevent his intentions, 
and, tak ing a horſe, arrived at lord B. 
by another way, long before him. Having 
apprized his lordſhip of Swift's deſign, it 
was reſol ved, at any rate, to keep him out 
of the houſe; but how to effect this was 
the queſtion: Swift never had the ſmall · pox, 


and was very much afraid of catehing it: 


as ſoon; therefore, as he appeared triding 
along at ſome diſtance from the houſe, one 


of his lordſhip's: ſervams was "diſpatched, 


to inform him, that the qmall- pox as then 
making great ravages in the family; but 


that there was a ſummerChouſe, wich a field- 


un at his ſervice, at che end of the gar- 


den. There the [diſappointed Dean was 


3 to retire, and take a cold ſupper 


that was ſent out to him, vhile the reſt 


they took compaſſion on him; and, upon 


his promiſing never to chooſe the beſt bed 


again, 


fir 


It | 
his 
for 
al 
ole 


oft 
br! 


P 


again, en him Wanne * 
the 8 "0% ; | 


a Wl Weſtminſter, much about where Great 
X, George Street now ſtands), he tumbled 


6: over ſomething). which, more narrowly ob- 
hould ſeem: to him the remote 
likeneſs of a buſt, but ſocruſted over with 


ſerving, . 


matter that adhered'to it, the effect of the 
fire, that he was at a loſs for ſome time 


t home, and hammered off the cinder: 


little parlour they had; and as often 28 
dd Goody, Holmes rubbed her braſſes, as. 


4 
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Prehn after the wi the Rately 
palace. of Whitehall, one Mri Holmes 
coming over the ruins (this man was a 
K Wl barber, and then lived in George Yard, 


what to determine; however, he carried 


his wife ſcowered it, and it was ſet among 
ſome china on an old cheſt of drawers, in 


often did Cardinal Wolſey's buſt obtain a 
bricht complexion, The barber had an 
pprentice, the ſon of a particular friend, 
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who was by trade a founder, and wh 


chicfly lived by dealing in old braſs; & 
This man once waiting in the ſhop, walk. 


ed into the parlour, where; perceiving the 


head (and yet, to do him juſtice, he him: 
ſelf thought it to be braſs), he agreed with 
the barber for it as ſuch, weighed 1 It, being 
twenty ſeven pounds, three quarters, aver- 


dupoiſe, paid for it at the then ſuppoſed price; 


and carried ĩt home. The founder ſoon after 
melting ſome metal, put the head among the 
reſt, but; amazed at ſomething extraordinary 
in its diſſolution, ſuſpected ſomething : 


he carefully ſeparated all by itſelf, and car- 


rying ſome for an aſſay to a neighbouring 
goldſmith, had himſelf the pleaſure” of 


hearing it pronounced the pureſt gold ima. 


ginable, of which he made a good price; 
and almoſt immediately making purchaſes, 
building, &c. he commenced gentleman 


ſo ſuddenly, as created ſuſpicion but too 


ſoon in the breaſt of the unwary, hapleſs 


Holmes ; for, true it 1 he never ſo much 
= A 
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2s made him the leaſt acknowledgement.or 
would ever go near him, or would even 
ſpeak to him if he met him. The poor 


e 

new. ſtrange and unmerited carriage, of 
dis his once · intimate friend towards him, 
5 mentioned it, with ſome regret, to the boyz 
oo, not having been cautioned, very in- 

1 nocently as ſuddenly anſwered, 5 The | 
K * head, Sir, vou know Jou ſold bim 1 
6 gold. „ A 03 180: 288 
rue late De Scazeau, the little French 
„poet, was at one time in a very ſhabby 
5 plight, and his breeches, in particular, 


avere not within the rules of decency; add 
to this, he wore a long beard, which | 
made him altogether, cut a moſt extrava- 
| cant apearance. A gentleman at Slaugh- 
ter's coſfee-houſe took him aſide one even- 
ing, and put a ſmall ſum of money into 


his hands, adviſing him to get ſhaved, a 
coat, and particularly a pair of breeches. 
He 


barber, at a loſs truly, to account for this | 
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purchaſed a black ſilk waiſtcoat with fringe 
and bugles, and a feather for his hat, 
His figure was more extraordinary now 
than ever; his breeches remaining in ſtatu 


To which the bard very cooly replied, 
My genius requires a plumage, as all "7 


from that prince, and therefore had 
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He accordingly decorat ated + buſt of Ho. 
mer he had in his garret with his beard; 


quo; and his benefactor could not refrain 


ideas ſoar to Heaven, () 


Swift was no friend to King William, I! 
on account of a negle& he met with 


connected himſelf with the oppoſite party, 


It happened, that the king had either cho- 
ſen, or actually had taken, this motto for be 
* fate coach 1 in Ireland, Cn £ 


tot 
Nes reputed bee. 4 
C 1 did not fea, but 1 recei d 8 do 


| {01 
alluding 
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| by the people, and to clear himſelf from 


if : * And what, ſaid he to the 
e «do you think he prince Orange 


© has choſen for his motto on his ſtate- 


F. coach ?* © Dutch cheeſe :* ſaid the dean, 
with a reluctant ſmile, for he ſcorned to 


VN laugh, and even a ſmile was extorted. 


No,“ faid the gentleman, but, Non | 
' rapui, ſed recepi.“ Aye,“ ſays Swift, 


"Wl © but there is an old ſaying, and a true 
Nh © one,—T he receiver is as bad as the 
wy | thief? . 

ty. 

10- 


lon whoſe profeſſion was that of a player, 


ling 


alluding to his being called to the throne ö 


the imputation of violence, This was in- 
duſtriouſly reported to Swift by 2 9 „ 


Doctor Trapp s action in the pulpit has 
been cenſured by many, as participating 
too much of the theatrical manner, and 
having more of the air of an itinerant en- 
thuſtaſt, than a grave eccleſiaſtic. The 
doctor being once in company with a per- 
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5 

1 

2 

e 

Fa 
; 

* 

1 5 

A* 

* 

2 
7} 

8 
7 
bY 

4 

La N 
* . 
wy 
* 

25 
7 

. 

* 
ww 
wok 

> 

2 

= : . 
4 1 o 
. 
N . 
1 

= 
8 

-F 
WF. 

= 

BZ 

+. 

20 
Wy 
* 

5 

Sq 
2 S 

= 4 
> 

25 
i 

A, . 

. 

45 
5 
** 7 

» 

— 
1 
7M 
4 28 

8 
1 

+> 

ix 

5 

1. 

7 

28 

2425 

a 

ws 

AFP 
3 

I o 

— 

— | 
> 
. 

3 

'F 
. 4 

IE 

3 

II 

Bt 

* 
4 


2 2 


ö 


170 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 


took occaſion to aſk him, What was the 
reaſon that an actor ſeemed to feel his part 


with ſo much ſincerity, and utter 1t with 
fo much emphaſis and ſpirit, while a 


preacher, whoſe profeſſion is of. a higher 


nature, and whoſe doctrines are of the laſt 


Importance, remained unaffected, even up- 
on the moſt folemn occaſion, while he ſtood 
In the pulpit, as the ambaſſador of God, 
to teach righteouſneſs to the people ? The 
player replied : : ©] believe no other reaſon 


* * can be given, Sir, but that we are ſincere 


© in our parts, and the preachers are in. 
y ſincere i in theirs,” ; 


Monſieur  Marivaux, the celebrated 
F rench dramatiſt and noveliſt, had a yearly 
income of about four thouſand livres (two 


hundred pounds ſterling), a ſum on which 


he might have lived in eaſe, and even plea- 
ſure, to the height of his wiſhes, had he been 
fs liberal, and with leſs ſympathy for the 


diſtreſſes of others; but fifteen hundred 


Was 


eo 
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was all he ſpent upon himſelf, the whole - 
remainder being, one year with another, 
devoted to acts of benevolence. One of 
bis favourite maxims was, that, To be 
r god enough, one muſt be tco god; ac- 
ſt MW cordingly he has often been known to 
> MW part even with what was neceſſary to him, 
d for the ſake of reſtoring liberty or life to 
d, perſons whom he ſcarce knew, but who 
e vere in the gripe of mercileſs creditors, or 
reduced to deſpair. As he concealed his 
e good deeds, ſo was he attentive to keep 
n- MW from his friends all knowledge of his own 
wants. Mr. Fontenelle hearing that he 

was ſick, and fearing he might be in pe- 
ed MW nury, immediately repaired to his lodg- 
ings, and aſked to be with him in private: 
My dear friend,” ſaid he, in your pre- 
* ſent ſituation, money muſt be wanted, 
* and friends are not to ſtay till aſked for 
ſome; it is what friendſhip ſhould con- 
jecture: there is a purſe with a hundred 
louis, which I leave at your diſpoſal.“ 
— BS 1 look 
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I look upon them as received: anſwered 
Mr. Marivaux: I have made uſe of 

| © them, and return you them with. all the 


* gratitude due to ſuch kindneſs.” So far 


was he from priding himſelf in the cha- 


racter of author, that ſeveral of his plays 


had been acted before he was ſo much as 
known. The way that the public came 
to hear that he wrote for the ſtage, was 
thus: he had given his firſt Surprize of 
Love to the Italian company. Madam 
Sylvia, who had great theatrical talents, 
and much verſatility, felt her part to be 
ſuſceptible beyond all the reach of her pe- 
netration and ſenſibility, I would give 
any thing in the world to know the au- 
© thor of this piece :* ſaid ſhe to one of her 
acquaintance, who was likewiſe known to 


Mr. Marivaux. His acquaintance | labour- 
ed hard with him to go and ſee Madam Syl - 
via; and he conſented, on condition that 
he ſhould remain unknown. Mr. Mari. 


vaux took * the part of Sylvia, which 
was 
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was lying on the table, and read ſome of 


it. She was charmed! The preciſion, the 
juſtneſs, the delicacy of his manner, were 


as new beams of light to her. Ah, Sir, 
cried ſhe, with a heart full of warmth, 
you make me feel all the beauties of my 
part; you enlighten my mind; you in- 
* ſpire my heart; you read as I wiſh, and 


as I know I ought to act. You are ei- 
+ ther the devil, or the author of the play.“ 


Marivaux ſmiled at the flaſh, and only 
anſwered, Miss, I am not the devil.“ In 
his nineteenth year, he had conceived a 


violent paſfion for a young lady of family, 


who, with the moſt inchanting figure, ſeem- 
ed totally inſenſible and indifferent about 
her charms; but this ſame artleſs perſon he 
one day ſurprized before a looking-glaſs, 
talking to herſelf, and practiſing all the 


airs and graces which might heighten the 
agreeableneſs of her phyſiognomy. Vexed _ 
at having attributed to ingenuous nature, 

what his miſtreſs ſtudied with ſuch deſign- 
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ing application, he broke off the match, 
which was in a fair way, without ever 
making known the motive; and, poſſibly, 
to this little adventure, was he indebted 
for all the philoſophical reflections of his 
life, and very excellent moſt of them are. 
He died in 1763, aged ſeventy-five, with the 


happy compoſure of a chriſtian philoſopher, | 


Fe N 
0 


Mr. Johnſon: 3 of Horlothrumbs, 


&c. having been invited to paſs ſome 
months at the country-houſe of a gentle- 
man, who had a great regard for him, but 
whom he had never viſited before, he ac- 
cepted the invitation, and was, for ſome 
time, treated with the utmoſt hoſpitality 
and kindneſs. But, at length, having 
ſhewn, in ſome of his expreſſions and ac- 

tions, that wild and unaccountable extra- 

vagance and oddity which runs through 
his whole compoſition, the lady of the 
houſe, who happened to enjoy but a very 
indifferent ſtate of health, which rendered 
her 


* o LE 
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her hippiſh and low-ſpirited, and being 
moreover naturally of a timorous diſpoſi- 


tion, began to be extremely alarmed at his 


behaviour, and apprehenſive that, at ſome 
time or other, he might do miſchief either 
to himſelf or others. On this ſne repeated- 


bi remonſtrated to her huſband, intreating 
him to find ſome means of getting rid of 


Mr. Johnſon.” The gentleman, however, 


who was better acquainted with Johnſon” 8 
manner, and therefore under no ſuch ap- 
prehenſions, was unwilling to proceed to 


acts of ſo much ſeeming inhoſpitality, as 
the forbidding his ts to a perſon whom 
he had himſelf invited to it, and therefore 
declined ſo doing for ſome time; till at 
length, on the continued ſolicitations of 
his lady, whom he found he could not 


make ealy on any other terms, he com- 


miſſioned a mutual friend to both, to break 
the affair to Mr. Johnſon. This being 
done with all the tenderneſs imaginable, 
and. the true reaſon aſſigned by. way of vin 

FE dication 
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dication of the gentleman himſelf, Mr, 
Johnſon, with great coolneſs, and a gaiety 
of temper peculiar to himſelf, replied, 
That he was moſt perfectly perſuaded of 
Mr. ——s regard for him, and ſhould 
ever retain the meſt grateful ſenſe of the 
civilities he had received from him; that 
he alſo maintained the higheſt reſpect for 
his lady; and thought it his duty, by eve- 
ry means in his power, to contribute to the 
reſtoration of her peace of mind, which 
it appeared that he had been the innocent 
cauſe of diſturbing ; that he, therefore, 
might give her the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
From him, together with his compliments, 
that he never would again trouble her 
houſe whilſt living; but, as a teſtimonial 
of his ſincere eſteem, ſhe might depend on 
it, that, after his death, he ſhould conſider 
her as the very firſt perſon to whom, on a 
viſit back to this world, he ſhould think 
himſelf under an obligation to pay his re- 
0. This meſſage being delivered to 
the 
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the lady, who we have before obſerved 
was of an hypochondriac complexion, threw- 


her into ſtill greater apprehenſions than 
before; and, fearing that he would be as 
good as his word, intreated the gentleman 
to go back to Mr. Johnſon, and beg from 
her that he would continue where he was, 
or, at leaſt, favour them with his company x 


as often as poſſible z for that, with all his 
wildneſs, ſhe had much rather ee him 
alive than dead. 


FT he late earl of Roſs, was, in characs 
ter and diſpoſition, like the humorous _ 
earl of Rocheſter : he had an infinite fund 
of wit, great ſpirits, and a liberal heart; 
was fond of all the vices which the beau 
monde call pleaſures, and by thoſe means 
firit impaired his fortune, and finally his 


health, beyond repair. To recite any part 
of his wit here is impoſſible. A nobleman 
could not, in ſo cenſorious a place as Dub- 
lin, lead a life of rackets, .brawls, and 

Tg 5 mid- 
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midnight confuſion, without being a ge- 
neral topic for reproach, and having fifty 
_ thouſand faults invented to complete the 

number of thoſe he had: nay, ſome aſſert- 
ed; thathe dealt with-the devil; eſtabliſh- 
ed a hell- fire club at the Eagle tavern on 


innocent facetious painter (who was in- 


deed only the agent of his gallantry); was 
a party concerned Having led this life 


till it brought him to. death's door, his: 
neighbour, the reverend dean Madden, a: 
man of exemplary piety and virtue, having; 


heard his lordſhip was given over, thought 


it his duty to write him a very pathetic 


letter, to remind him of his paſt life; the 


particulars of which he mentioned, ſuch: 


as whoring,. gaming, drinking, rioting, 


turning day into night, blaſpheming his. 
maker, and,. in * all manner of. 
wickedneſs. 18H 


It is neceſſary to acquaint the reader; 


that the late carl of Kildare was one of the 
moſt 


Cork Hill, and that one W——, a mighty 
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moſt pious noblemen of the age, and in 
every reſpect a contraſt in character to lord 
Roſs. When the latter, who retained his 
ſenſes to the laſt moment, and died rather 
for want of breath, than want of ſpirits, 
read over the dean's letter (which came to 
him under cover), he ordered it to be put 
in another paper, ſealed up, and directed 
to the earl of Kildare; he likewiſe prevail- 
ed on the gean's ſervant to carry it, and to 
ſay it came from his maſter, which he was 
encouraged to-do by a couple of guineas, 
and his knowing nothing of its contents. 
Lord Kildare was an effeminate, puny, lit - 
tle man; extremely formal and delicate; 
inſomuch, that when he was married to 
lady Mary Obrien, one of the moſt ſhin- 
ing beautievthen in the world, he would: 
not take his wedding-gloves off when he 
went to bed. From this ſingle inſtance 
may be judged with what ſurprize he read 
over the dean's letter, containing ſo many 
accuſations for crimes he n. himſelf en- 
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firely innocent of. He firſt ran to his 
lady, and informed Her, that dean Mad- 


den was actually mad; to prove which, 


he delivered her the epiſtle he had juſt re. 
ceived. Her ladyſhip was as much con- | 
founded as he could poſſibly be, but with- 


all obſerved, the letter was not written in 
the ſtyle of a madman, and adviſed him to 
go to the archbiſhop of Dublin about it. 


Accordingly, his lordſhip ordered his 
coach, and went to the epiſcopal palace, 
where he found his grace at home, and 
immediately accoſted him in this manner: 
Pray, my lord, did you ever hear that! 


© was a blaſphemer, a whoremonger, a 


gameſter, a rioter, and every thing that's 

baſe and infamous?“ Tou, my lord l' 
ſald the biſhop; every one knows you are 
* the pattern of humility, goodneſs, and 


© virtue.” Well, my lord, what ſatisfac- 
tion can J have of a learned and reverend 
, divine, who, under his own hand, lays 


: all this to my charge eh * Surely, an- 
1 e 8 


a RN1ww T. 
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ſwered his grace, no man in his Fs 


© that knew your lordſhip, : would preſume 
to do it; and if any clergyman has been 
guilty of ſuch an offence, your lordſhip 
vill have ſatis faction from the ſpiritual 
« court.” [Upon this lord Kildare delivered 


to his grace the letter, which he told him 


was that morning delivered by the dean's 
ſervant, and which both the archbiſhop and 


the earl knew to be dean Madden's hand- 


writing. The archbiſhop immediately 
ſent for the dean, who, happening to be at 


home, inſtantly obeyed the ſummons. Be- 
fore he entered the room, his grace adviſed 
lord Kildare, to walk into another apart- 


ment, while he diſcourſed with the gentle- 


man about it : which his lordſhip accord- 


ingly did, When the dean entered, his 
grace, looking very ſternly, demanded, He 


he had wrote that letter ? The dean an- 


ſwered, * I did, my lord.” Mr. dean, I 
* always thought you a man of ſenſe and 
* Prudence; but this unguarded action muſt 


leſſen 
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182: CURTOUS ANECDOTES: 
©leſſen you in the eſteem of all good men: 
© to throw out ſo many cauſeleſs invectives 


againſt the moſt unblemiſhed nobleman. 
ein Europe, and accuſe him of crimes to- 
which he and his family have ever bfen 
7 ©ftrangets, muft certainly be the effect of | 


6 a diſtempered brain: beſides, Sits. you 
© have, by this means, laid yourſelf open 


to a proſecution in the eccleſiaſtical court, 
»vhich will either oblige you publicly to 
recant what you have fail, or to give up 
your poſſeſſions in the church.“ My. 
lord,“ anſwered the dean, I never either 
think, act, or write any thing, for which, 
» am afraid to be called to an account: 
before any tribunal upon earth; and if! 
am to be proſecuted for diſcharging the 
duties of my function, I will ſuffer pa- 


©tiently the ſevereſt penalties in juſtifica- 


tion of it.” And ſo ſaying, the dean re- 
tired, with ſome emotion, and left the no- 
bleman as much in the dark as ever. 
Lord Kildare went home, and ſent for a 


* 
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proctor of the ſpiritual court, to whom he 


committed. the dean's letter, and ordered 
citation to be ſent to him as ſoon as poſ- 
ble. In the mean time the archbiſhop,. 
who knew the. dean had a family to pro- 
vide for, and foreſaw that ruin muſt at- 
tend his entering into a-ſuit-with fo power- 
ful a perſon, went to his houſe, and re- 
commended to him to afk my lord's par- 
don, before the matter became E 
„Aſk his pardon | * faid the dean * why. 
"the man is dead! What! lord Kil- 
dare dead?” No, lord Rofs.” Good 
God, ſaid the archbiſhop, *did not you 
"ſend a letter yeſterday to lord Kildare?“ 
No, truly, my lord, but J ſent one to 
* the unhappy earl of Roſs, who was then 
given over, and I: thought it my duty to 
"write to him in the manner I did.“ Upon 
examining, the ſervant, the whole miſtake 
was rectified; and the dean faw,. with real. 
regret, that lord Roſs died as he had lived; 
nor did he continue in. this life about four 


hours. 
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hours after he had ſent off the letter. The 
poor footman loſt his place by the jef, 


and was indeed the only ſufferer for my 


| lord's laſt piece of humour. 


"Se Chriſtopher Minns was. the fm of an 
honeſt ſhoemaker in London, from whon 
he inherited nothing but a good conſtitu. 
tion. He was remarkable, early. in life, 
for a ſpirit of adventure; and had gained 
an eſtate in the Weſt Indies, before he be- 
came an officer of rank in the navy. Hay- 
ing taken a Spaniſh man of war, and ſecur- 
ed the commander on board his ſhip, he 
committed the care of him to a lieutenant, 


who was directed to obſerve his behaviour. 


| Shortly after, word was brought to Minns 
that the Spaniard was deploring his capti- 
vity, and wondering what great ea i 
could be, who had made don - 


(with a long and tedious ſtring of names 
and titles) his priſoner. The lieutenant 


vas ordered to return to his charge, and 
if 
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if the don perſiſted in his curioſity, t 
tell him that Kit Minns had taken lim, 
This diminutive name utterly confounded 


| the titulado, threw him into an agony of : 
grief, and gave him more acute pangs 


tan all the reſt of his misfortunes. 


There is a ſtory told of Philip the Good, 
duke of Burgundy ; and is thus related by 
an old Engliſh * writer. The ſaid duke, 


at the marriage of Eleonora, ſiſter to the 
king of Portugal, at Bruges, f in Flanders, 


* which was ſolemnized in the depthof win 
* ter, when by reaſon of unſeaſonable wea- 


* ther he could neither hawke nor hunt, and 


* was now tired with cards, dice, &c. and 
© ſuch other domeſtic ſports, or to ſee ladies 
dance, with ſome of his courtiers, he 

would in the evening walke diſguiſed all 

about the towne. It ſo fortuned, as he was 


* valkinglate o one night, he found a country 


- * Burton. E 
fellow 
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_ © fellow dead drunke, ſnorting on a'bulke; 
© he cauſed his followers to bring him to his 
palace; and, there ſtripping him of his old 
© cloaths, and attyring him after the court 
* faſhion, when he wakened, he and they were 
© all ready to attend upon his excellency, 
and perſuaded him that he was ſome great 
duke. The poor fellow, admiring how he 
came there, was ſerved in ſtate all day long: 
after ſupper he ſaw them dance; heard 
8 muſicke, and all the reſt of thoſe court- 
like pleaſures ; bur, late at night, when he 
was well tipled, and again faſt aſleepe, they 
put on his old robes, and ſo conveyed him 
to the place where they firſt found him, 
Now the fellow had not made them lo 
good ſport the day before, as he did now, 
when returned to himſelf: all the jeſt Was 
* to ſee how he looked upon it. In conclu- 
ſion; after ſome little admiration, the poor 
© man told his friends he had ſeen a viſion; 
* conſtantly believed it; would not other- 
: me be perſuaded; and ſo the jeſt ended. 
— young 
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ce; A young gentleman of family and for- 
his tune, but of abandoned principles, having 
dong diſtinguiſhed himſelf, in the reign of 
un Charles II. by highway-robberies, and 
ere Ml other deſperate acts againſt ſociety, was of- 
„ten apprehended, and fometimes convict- 
at N ed; but, through the intereſt of his friends, 
he I had always been pardoned. He was, at 
g: length, tried for murder, and condemned. 
rd Many of the nobility interceded in his fa- 
t- MW vour; but to no effect: the king was in- 
he Wl cxorable. He had the pen in his hand to 
ey ſign the order for his execution, when 


m ſome of the nobility threw a copy of a par- = 
n. don upon the table before him. The x 
ſo ducheſs of Portſmouth, his chief favourite, 1 
„ ſtanding at his right ſhoulder, took his = 


as band gently with her own, and, conducting 

u- WO it to the paper which had the pardon writ- 

or ten on it, led his hand while he ſubſcribed 

bis name, the king not making the leaſt 

[- reſiſtance. Shaking his head, and ſmiling, _ 

aden the pardon to the nobleman whohad., 
Intel 


— 1 : EE = —— — 


188 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
interpoſed in the young man's behalf, ad- 
ding,. Take care you keep the raſcal out 
© of my reach for the future.“ When this 
pardon was ſhewn to the lord chancellor 
Hyde, obſerving how badly the letters of 
the king's name were formed, he wittily 
' remarked, that, when his majeſty ſigned the 


pardon, n had been 1 _ 


2 Mercy. 


ey In the year 1746, when England was in 
| hot war with Spain, the Elizabeth, of 


London, captain William Edwards, com- 


ing through the Gulph from Jamaica, 
richly laden, met with a moſt violent ſtorm, 
in which the ſhip ſprung a leak, that ob- 
liged them, for the ſaving of their lives, to 
run into the Havannah, a Spaniſh port, 
The captain went on ſhore, and directly 


waited on the governor, told the occaſion 
of his putting in, and that he ſurrendered 


the ſhip as a prize, and himſelf and his 
men as priſoners oſ war, only requeſting 


0 
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good quarter. No, Sir, replied the 
Spaniſh governor z if we had taken you in 
© fair war at ſea, or approaching our coaſt 
© with hoſtile intentions, your ſhip would 
© then be a lawful prize, and your people 

« priſoners ; but, when diſtreſſed by a tem- 
peſt, you come to our ports for the ſafe- 
{ty of your lives, we, the enemies, being 
© men, are bound as ſuch, by the laws of 
* humanity, to afford relief to diſtreſſed 


' againſt our enemies, take advantage of 
an act of God. You have leave, therefore, . 
to unload your ſhip, if that be neceſſary, 
to ſtop the leak; you may refit her here, 
' and traffick ſo far as ſhall be needful to 
„bay the charges; you may then depart, 
*and I will give you a pals, to be in force 
till you are beyond Bermuda: if, after 

that, you are taken, you will then be a 


* =: , ; 
d awful prize; but now you are only a 
: ' ſtranger, and have a ſtranger's right to 


' ſafety and proeRtion,. The ſhip accord- 
go „ 


men who aſk it of us. We cannot, even 
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ingly departed, and arrived. ſafe in Lon. hel: 


Mrs. Bendyſh, grand-daughter to Oliver ſent 
Cromwell, lived near Yarmouth, a place it 
quite open to the high road. The old tha 
lady was frequently obſerved by her neigh- vit 


bours, ſtumping about in the morning, I for 


with an old ſtraw hat on her head, her Nef 
hair about her ears, without ſtays, and, I hin 
when it was cold, an old blanket about her I tic 
ſhoulders, and a ſtaff in her hand; in a Heer 
word, exactly accoutred like Shakeſpeare's H par 
witches; yet, if at ſuch time ſhe was accoſt- Th 
by any perſon of rank, or breeding, that Wh 
dignity of her manner, and politeneſs of Wi! 
ſtyle, which nothing could efface, would Nel 
inſtantly break through the veil of debaſe- IW the 
ment which concealed her native grandeur; ¶ fo 
and a ſtranger to her cuſtoms might be- N de. 
come aſtoniſhed to find himſelf addreſſed I bis 

by a princeſs while he was looking on a 
mumper. This extraordinary perſonage 
. 1 5 held 
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n. tld the memory of the protector i in the 
ſigheſt veneration, and, throughout her 
life, defended his reputation with the moſt 


ver eathuſiaſtic zeal, Being in converſation 
ce FI vich her friends, ſhe inſiſted. very wouſlyz, 


„dat Oliver was one day ſecking the Lord 


ng, bor a gracious anſwer with ſuch vehemence 


der MY of ſpirit, that the tears were forced from 

nd him in ſuch abundance as to run under 

ber I tie cloſer-door into the next room. A 

a2 eentleman, to whom this information was 
&s particularly addreſſed, obſerved in reply, 
t-M That it was difficult to ſay preciſely, 

hat what abundant fountains of tears might 

of Mill up and run over the Lord's choſen. 

ald reſſels yet. he could not help ſuſpecting 


iſe. chat the flood under the cloſet-door, occa- 
loned by the protector's ſtruggles, was 


his eyes, 


h- vich ſuch ardour of devotion, and ſtriving 


0 
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derived from ſome other ſource beſides 


At another time being on a journey in 


a ſtage- coach, where ſhe was not known, 
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Mrs. Bendyſh fell i into a violent diſpute in WE 
behalf of the protector. The opponent, a 10 

gentleman, was as hot and as violent as 10 
the lady; and if, towards the end of the 


ſtage, their anger ſubſided, it was not for I f 
want of wrath, or of words to keep it up, i 
but for. want of breath to give it utterance, W | 
After they went out of the coach, and had %a 
taken ſome refreſhment, the old lady, very 10 


calmly and reſpectfully, deſired to ſpeak 10 
apart with the gentleman who had been ff . 
her opponent in the diſpute. When ſhe had 
| him alone, ſhe told him, with great com. I , 

poſure, He had, in the groſſeſt manner, 
belied and abuſed the moſt pious man that 
ever lived; that Cromwell's blood, which 
flowed in her veins, would not allow her 


to paſs over the indignities caſt on his me- ; 
2 
mory, in her preſence; that ſhe could not 

handle a ſword, but ſhe could fire a piſtol 

as well as he; and that ſhe. demanded : 

immediate ſatisfaction to the injured ho- | 


nour of her family. The gentleman Was 
. * ant 
1 
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If exceedingly amazed at the oddneſs of this 
n  :ddreſs; but as he happened to carry 


about him good ſenſe enough to teach him 
ho to act on ſo critical an occaſion, he im- 
e mediately told her, There were many great 


qualities in Oliver, which he honoured as 
p, much as ſhe could; that if he had known 

or ſuſpected her relation to him, he would 
not have ſaid a word on the ſubject to give 
ber offence, and that he ſincerely aſked 


* her pardon. This ſubmiſſion compleatly f 
= ſatisfied her, and they finiſhed their jours _ I 
; ney with much pleaſure ; and good humour; = 
N- 


but St. Oliver was not * ugh on 
the tapis. 


When marſhal Tallard was confined a 
priſoner of war at Nottingham, he gave 
ſeveral balls to the ladies in the neighbour- 
hood, and danced one evening with a 
young lady who was a parſon's daughter. 5 
She was extremely amiable, and made a | 
great impreſſion upon the marſhal, Bs -Þ | 

oO IE ſecretary, | 
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ſeerctary, who was a man of eaſy morals, 
and had obſerved his maſter's agitation of 
mind, and the cauſe of it, thinking to re- 
commend himfelf to the enen Favor, 
be no great hy in obuainiing the 
young lady upon his own terms. But the 
marſhal replied, with a magnanimity of 
ſoul that did him the greateſt honour, * Sir, 
if I were one and twenty, and of the 
< ſame religion as the lady, I ſhould think 
© it no diſcredit to offer my hand in an ho- 
© nourable manner; but to ruin a virtuous 
young woman, for a momentary gratifi- 
cation, I ſhould think a far greater diſ- 
© honour than to be defeated and taken 
© priſoner by the duke of Marlborough.” 


Tartini, a celebrated muſician, who was 
born at Pirano in Iſtria, being much in- 
clined to the ſtudy of muſic in his early 
youth, dreamed one night that he had made 
a compact with the devil, who promiſed to 
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be at his ſervice on all occaſions ; ; and, 


during this viſion, every thing ſucceeded 
according to his mind; his wiſhes were 


prevented, and his deſires were always 
ſurpaſſed by the aſſiſtance of his new fer- 


vant. At laſt he imagined, that he pre- 
ſented the devil with his violin, i in order 


to diſcover whatkind of a muſician he was; 
when, to his great aſtoniſhment, he heard 
him play a ſolo fo ſingularly beautiful, and 


which he executed with ſuch ſuperior taſte 


and preciſion, that it ſurpaſſed all the mu- 


ſic which he had ever heard or conceived | 


in his life. So great was his ſurprize, and 


ſo exquiſite was his delight, upon this oc- 


caſion, that it deprived him of the power 


of breathing. He awoke with the vio- 
lence of his ſenſation, and inſtantly ſeized 
his fiddle in hopes of expreſſing. what he. 


had juſt heard; but in vain : he, however, 


then compoſed a piece, which is, perhaps, Fe 
the beſt of all his works: he called it, The 


6 Devil's Sonata, but it was ſo far inferior 


4 2 | to 


ing, that the beſt excuſe for their fault 
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to what his fleep had produced, that he 
. declared he would have broken his inſtru. 
ment, and abandoned muſic for ever, if he 


could have found 124 other means of ſub. 


5 ſiſtence. 


in ls” time foe Charles II. N were 
but few actreſſes, the want of which was 


frequently ſupplied by the handſomeſt 


actors, who were put in petticoats, Ky. 


naſton particularly -excelled in the part of 


Evadne [the queen] in the Maids Trage- 


dy, which being commanded to be acted 


by the king, who, coming a little before 


his uſual time, found the actors not ready 
to begin, when his majeſty, not chooſing to 


have as much patience as his good ſub- 


_ jets, ſent- to them to know the meaning 
of it; upon which the maſter of the com- 


pany came to the box, and, rightly judg- 
would be the true one, fairly told his "wy 


ng 


Las — La) 3 
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king, whoſe good humour loved to laugh | 


at a jeſt, as well as to make one, accepted 
the excuſe, which ſerved to divert him till 
the male queen could be efeminated. 


Doctor Voung has ſomewhere 74 his 
poems, a thought to this purpoſe, viz. 
That they who dare even blaſpheme their 
God, will, notwithſtanding, ſtart at the 
motion of a feather. We have known the 
ſentiments df the poet repeatedly verified, 

but not more remarkably, than in the 9 
lowing anecdote. Mr. W. of —— 

the pariſh of H— in Woehe 
is ſuppoſed | to diſbelieve all revelati- 
on, and to eſteem religion as a mere 
farce. Mr. W. was returning home 
one night about eleven, from a pub- 
lic houſe | in that pariſh. He had not ad- 
vanced far, before a flaſh of lightning 
burſt from a cloud, and illuminated the 
whole hemiſphere. This, he owned, dif. 
compoſed him greatly: however, he col- 


K 3 . - :- . 
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lected his courage, and marched forward, 


But this circumſtance, together with the 


hideous caterwaling of ſome cats in the 
achoining field, ſet his imagination to work 

in ſuch a manner, that he could not help 
thinking he ſaw ſomething before him, on 
the left-hand ſide of the road, reſembling 


a monkey, and fearfully black, the moon 


ſnining faintly through thin clouds which 
Covered the ſky, This appearance cauſed 
our hero to pauſe a little on his journey, 


and wiſh that he was In bed with his wife. 


But paſs it he muſt to his houſe, or turn 
back again, and go by another way, two 
miles about. After a little deliberation, 


he graſps his crab-ſtick, keeps cloſe to the 


right-hand hedge, and advances ſlowly, 
not without ſome palpitation of heart, and 
a cold ſwear, expecting every moment to 


Eh. ſeized. At laſt he got ſafely paſt the 
* terrifying object, and proceeded; but was 
perſuaded he heard the treading of ſome 


animal behind him, and ſometimes cloſe at 
; $54 his 


. # 
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his heels. His attention, however, was ſoon 
diverted from this noiſe, by the appearance 
of a whitiſh thing lying on the ground, in 
the middle of a narrow pals in the lane, 
This cauſed him to abate his pace once 
| MW more, and to mutter out, By Heaven, I 
believe all the devils in hell are broke 
| Wl © looſe to-night. I ſhould not, however, 
| I © ſwear; and heartily wiſh J had gone to 
1 church laſt Sunday with my wife, as I 
: I © promiſed her, when I was fo cruelly 
* 8 © griped by a deſe of phyſic from that 
| I © curſed quack T-—r,” He was now in 
greater dilemma than before; and would 
„ certainly have returned, but for the black 
e W monkey behind him. However, upaen 
recollecting that he could ſay ſome part 
of the Lord's prayer, he reſolved to ad- 
vance. As he approached nearer and 
nearer the object, he plainly perceived it 


8 to breathe, and thought he heard it groan; 
e and, upon feeing it move, he trembled in 


ery * At the ſame time he though he 
* 4 a 


felt himſelf cold, he perſpired very plen- 
tifully, and endeavoured to repeat the 


Lord's prayer. He eſcaped this monſter 


alſo in ſafety : but, terrible to relate! he 
had ſcarce made fix haſty ſteps, before an 
_ afs, which ſtood under the hedge, began 
a moſt ſtupendous bray juſt at his elboy, 


This (which, would indeed have: terrified 


a ſtouter man than Mr. W.) fo intirely 
diſſipated all remains of courage, that he 
called aloud, Lord have mercy upon 
* me,” and fell flat upon, theground. The 
long eared animal ſoon made an end of his 
ſong, and Mr. W. began to conſider that 
this noiſe certainly proceeded from an aſs, 
and that the devil would never fo far de- 
grade himſelf as to aſſume that character. 
With theſe thoughts} he once more got upon 
his legs, and feebly purſued his way. He was 
not now aboye three hundred yards from 
his own houſe ; but in that ſmall diſtance 
ſaw ſeven apparitions, one of which was 
like a tall corpſe dreſſed in a ſhroud. This 
| F 7.1 5. 8 
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was alſo ſeen the following night by a 
neighbour z which confirmed Mr. W. in 
his opinion, that there was no deceptio vi- 
ſus, with reg d to what he himſelf had 
ſeen; but on the following night, it was 
diſcovered to be nothing more than the 
moon ſhining through between the corners 


ERIE >: 


of two houſes upon his own barn-wall. 
Mr. W. reached his uſe a little after 
e welve; but his ſpirits was fo' diffipated, 


n i and he was fo diſcompoſed, reſtlefs, and 
ze fearful, that Rags. W. fearce” got him to 
us ſleep with a full pint of rumbo. Thus was 
* this brave man (who, by day had cou- 
rage enough to afffont Heaven, and did, by | 
A his bluſtering, frighten half the pariſh) dif- 

manned and terrified by the ſtump of an 
old tree, a poor famiſhed ſheep ftroggling 9 5 
for life, and the mobnſhine upon a wall; 
for theſe were! in nr * n and 7 5 
paricions. en | 
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In the reign of king William, Oliver 
Cromwell (grandſon to the protector) 
found it neceſſary, on ſome account or 
other, to preſent a petition to parliament, 
He gave his petition to a friend, a member, 
who took it to the houſe of commons to 
Preſent it. Juſt as this gentleman was en- 
tering the houſe, with the petition in his 
hand, Sir Edward Seymour, the famous 
old Tory member, was alſo going in. On 
fight of Sir Edward ſo near him, the gen- 
tleman found his fancy briſkly ſolicited, by 
certain ideas of mirth, to make the ſurly, 
ſour, old Seymour, carry up a petition for 
Oliver Cromwell. Sir Edward,” ſays he, 


ſtopping him at the inſtant, * will you do 


me a favour? I this moment recollect, 
- © that I muſt immediately attend a trial in 


9: Weſtminſter-hall, which may detain me 


too late, to give in this petition, as I pro- 


miſed to do this morning. Tis a mere 


matter of form: will you be ſo good as to 


carry it up for me Give it me: ſaid 
A — 


Ir 


for Sir Edward to withſtand, fo he flung. 


down inſtantly the petition, and ran out: 


CURIOUS AN ECDO TP 8. 203 
Sir Edward. The petition went directly 


into his pocket, and he into the houſe. 


When a proper vacancy happened ta pro- 


duce it, the knight put himſelf directly on 
his feet, and his ſpectacles on his noſe, and 


began to read with an audible voice, * The 
humble Fenton of —of—of the devil!“ 


ſaid Seymour, of Oliver Cromwell!“ 


The roar of laughter | in the houſe, at ſee» 
ing him ſo fairly taken in, was too great 


of the houſe 1 in the utmoſt confuſion. 


Gedi Villiers, duke of Buckinghu.. 
with the figure and genius of Aleibiades, 


could equally charm the preſbyterian Fair- 


fax, and the diſſolute Charles. When he 


alike ridiculed that witty king, and his ſo- 
lemn chancellor; when ke plotted the ruin 
of his country with a Cabal of bad miniſ- 
ters, or, equally unprincipled, ſupported its 
cauſe with bad patriots; one laments that i 
C ſuch: + 
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ſuch parts ſhould have been devoid of eve- 
chemiſt ; when he is a real bubble, and a 


viſionary miſer; when ambition is but a 
frolic; when the worſt deſigns are for the 


ry virtue. But when Aleibiades turns 


fooliſheſt ends; contempt extinguiſhes all 
teflections on his character. An inſtance o- 
of aſtoniſhing quiekneſs is related of this I m 
witty duke: being preſent at the firſt re- I be 
preſentation of one of Dryden's h of N 


. nonſenſe, where a lover ſays, CN 8 Y 


6 My wound i is great, becauſe it is fo ſmall; „ 10 
The duke cried out, 1 15 „„ in 
: * Then bu be greater, were TT none at all? , mY * 
hae he ry was intandly damned. Raps LY 
tin 


- gel FOUR Weit dealt Ache with the 
the proteſtants in England, about the lat- I he 
ter end of her reign, ſigned a commiſſion Wou 


to take the ſame courſe with them in Jre- pa 


land ; and, to execute the e greater Wtic 
Bl! force, | 
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force, ſhe nominated Dr. Cole o one of the 
commiſſioners. This doctor coming with 
the commiſſion to Cheſter, on his journey, 
the mayor of that city, hearing that her 
majeſty was ſending a commiſſion into 
Ireland, he, being a churchman, waited | 
on the doctor; who, in diſcourſe with the 
mayor, took out of a cloak- -bag a leather 
box; ſaying to him, © Here is a com- 
© miſſion that ſhall laſh the heretics of Ire- 
land. [calling the proteſtants by that ti- 
tle]. The good woman of the houſe, be- 
ing well affected to the proteſtant religion, 
1* alſo had a brother, named John Ed- 
monds, of the ſame faith, then a citizen 
in Dublin, was much troubled at the doc- 
tor's words; but watching her convenient 
time when the mayor took his leave, and 
the dotor complimented him down ſtairs, 
Wie opened the box, took the commiſſion 
on cut, and placed in lieu thereof a ſheet-of 
e- piper, with a ow. of cards wrapped up 

1 1 the Rave 7 of clubs being faced 
G 4 vpper- 
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- uppermoſt. The doctor coming up to his 
chamber, ſuſpecting nothing of what had 
been done, put up the box as formerly, 
The next day going to the water's ſide, 
wind and weather ſerving him, he ſailed to 
Ireland, and landed on the 7th of Octo- 
ber 2550, at Dublin. Then coming to 
the caſtle,, the lord Fitz-Walter, being 
lard<deputy, ſent for him to come before 


him and the privy- council: who coming 


in, after he had made a ſpeech relating up- 
on what account he came over, he preſented 
the box to the lord-deputy ; ; who cauſing 

it to be opened, that the ſecretary might 
read the commiſſion, there was nothing 
fave a pack of cards, with the knave of 
clubs uppermoſt ; which not only ſtartled 
the lord-deputy and council, but the doc- 


tor, who aſſured them he had a commiſ- 


ſion, but knew not how it was gone. Then 
the lord-deputy made anſwer, | Let us 
© have another commiſſion, and we ſhall 


5 0 Kauft the cards in the mean While.“ The 
doctos 
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doctor, being troubled in his mind, went 
away, and returned to England; and, 
coming to the court, obtained another 
| commiſſion : but, ſtaying for a wind at the 
\ I water's fide, news came to him, that the 
„ queen was dead. Queen Elizabeth was 
> MW fo delighted with this ſtory, which was re- 
> MW lated to her by lord Fitz-Walter, on his re 
e turn to England, that ſhe ſent for Eliza- 
g beth Edmonds, and gave her a aten of 
„borty pounds a year a her life. 


Sir Gogfrey Kneller” 8 aten of 
his own ſkill was ſo well known, that it 
expoſed him frequently to the banter and 
irony of the wits his friends. Pope, to 
play him off, ſaid to him one day, after 
looking round a room-full of beauties that 
he had painted, It is pity, Sir Godfrey, 
that you had not been conſulted at the 


tively at Pope, who was not a little de- 
n in his perſon, bind, If I had. 
3 4 muſt 


creation. The painter, looking atten- 
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] muſt confeſs, ſhould Rave made ſome 
* 1 50 16 0 REY DU 
7 | U e ene 
Oben Elizabeth Ger h ber bag u to 
the crown) uſed often to confer with Sir 
Nicholas Throckmorton, who (obſerving 
that ſhe often likewiſe conſulted with ſome 
great perſons who had been of her ſiſter's 
council, whom he liked not) frankly told 
her, how inconvenient and dangerous he 
thought it would, in the end, be, for her 
to adviſe with, and be directed by, ſuch 
perſons, who, he ſaid, if they ſhould once 
get into her council and confidence, 
would either gain her to their religion, or 
(if they found they could not carry that 
point) endeavour (as indeed they after- 
wards did) to make her away by poiſon. 
Whereupon the queen, enraged at his free- 
dom, replied, © God's death! villain, I 
Vill have thy head.” To which he ſtea- 
dily anſwered, © You will do well to con- 
* ſider firlt, madam, how "ng you ſhall be 
then: 
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«© then able to keep your own on your 
ſhoulders: which ſaid, he departed. 
Afterwards, upon cooler thoughts, the 7 


queea ſent-for him again, and they were re- 
conciled, and not long after ſne fent bim . 
her ambaſſador to F rance. 


Lewis Berton de Grillon, a gentleman 
of Avignon, was as remarkable on account 
of the peculiarities in his temper, as his in- 
trepidity, which had procured him the 
name of Dreadnought. The duke of 
Guiſe, to whom he had been ſent after the 

reduction of Marſeilles, having a mind to 
try his courage, agreed with ſome gentle- 
men to give a ſudden alarm before Gril- 
lon's quarters, as if the enemy had been 
maſters of the town: at the ſame time he 
ordered two horſes to the door; and, going 
up into Grillon's room, told him, All was 
lot ; that the enemy were maſters of th 

port and town; that they had forced the 
land and broke and put to flight all 
that 
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that oppoſed them; that, finding it impoſ- 
 fible to reſiſt them any longer, he 
though it was better for them to retreat, 
than by ſuffering themſelves to be taken, 
and add to the enemy's victory; 3 that he 
had therefore ordered two horſes to be 
brought, which were ready at the door, and 
deſired he would make haſte, for fear they 
ſhould give the enemy time to ſurpriſe 
them. Grillon was aſleep when the alarm 
was given, and was hardly awake whilſt 
the duke of Guiſe was ſaying this to him. 
However, without being at all diſconcert- 
eg by ſo hot an alarm, he called for his 
clothes and his arms, ſaying, They ought 
not, on too light grounds, to give credit 
to all that was ſaid of the enemy; and, 
even if the account ſhould prove true, it 
was more becoming men of honour to die 
with their arms in their hands, than to ſur- 
vive the loſs of the place. The duke not 
being able to prevail on him to change this 
xeſolution, followed him out of the * 
RY but 
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but when they were got half-way down 
ſtairs, nat being able to contain himſelf 
any longer, he burſt out a laughing; by 
which Grillon diſcovered the trick that had 
been played him. He thereupon aſſumed 
look much ſterner than when he only 
mought of going to bght, and, ſqueezing | 
; the duke? $ hand, ſaid to him, ſwearing at 
1 ſame time (for he always begun his 
\ I diſcourſe. with the moſt horrible oaths), 
+ il © * Young man, never make 1 it a jeſt ta try 
„che courage of a man of honour; for by 
„ © G—4! hadſt thou made me betray any 
1 weakneſs, I would have plunged my dag 

ger in thy heart: and chen left him with: 
out ſay ing a word, more. 


No poet was ever more ſevere in his. re- 
renge than Pope, but yet it muſt be con · 
felled that he ſeldom ridiculed any perſons 
without ſame reaſon. The Dunciad is a 
laſting monument of infamy to that ſet of 
hardened duncrs, many even of whoſe very 

names 
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names are now buried in oblivion. ; 
remarkable inſtance, however, Mr. Pope 
thought proper, and with great judgment, 
to anſwer an attack 1 in profe. It ſeems that 
lord Hervey wrote a libel in verſe againſt 
him, intituled, An Epiſtle to a Doctor 
of Divinity, from a Nobleman at Hamp- 
ton Court, which. was publiſhed) in 1733. 
Pope, underſtanding who was the author of 
it, anſwered | it in profe ; but kept his an- 
ſwer ſome time in manuſcript, with an in- 
_ tention to publiſh it after his friends had 
read it. His lordſhip being informed that 
Nope had anſwered him with an infinite 
deal of leverity,” endeavouted, by ſeveral 
means, to get a ſight of the manuſcript 
before it was publiſhed; but without effect. 


He then applied to the queen, Who, to ob- 


lige him, borrowed the manufcript of Mr. 
Pope, and ſhewed it to his lordſhip. Her- 
vey was exckſſively chagrined at the ſe⸗ 
verity of the anſwer, and ſufficiently hum. 


bled. He begged of her majeſty to uſe 


all 


fo one 
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all her intereſt with Pope to prevent its be- 
ing publiſhed; for which purpoſe, t the 


who aſſured him that his anſwer had had 
elfect enough, as my lord Hervey had ſeen. 


it, and was exceſſively ſorry for having 


cerely aſked Mr. Pope 8 pardon. | Pope, 


D word of honour, not to publiſh it; bur, 
. however, left it in the power of his exe- 


queen ordered a perſon to ſpeak to, him, 


given the provocation; and moreover fin- 


hereupon, promiſed the, queen, on his 


4 I cutor to do it after his death; and accord- 


aa ingly doctor Warburton (now biſhop of 


e Glouceſter) publiſhed | it at the end of the 
ninth volume of his edition of his works. 


hip was ridiculed with infinite wit under 
the name of Sporus. | 


Plaines 2 


The letter, though wrote with great tem- 
per, is exceſſively poignant : but his lord- 


[ 


The late Mr. 1 was one day 
walking through his romantic retreats, in 
company with his Delia (her real name was 


—— 
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Wilmot): they were going towards the 
| bower which he made ſacred to the aſhes 
of Thomſon. Would to Heaven, ſaid 
Shenſtone, pointing to the trees, * that 
© Delia could be happy i in the midſt of 
« theſe ruſtic avenues! He would have 
gone on, but was interrupted. 1 per. 
ſon ruſhed out of a thicket, and, preſent- 
ing a piſtol to his breaſt, demanded his 
money. Shenſtone was ſurpriſed, 6] 
Delia fainted. * Money,“ ſays he, 
© not worth ſtruggling for : you cannot be 
© poorer than I am, Unhappy man? 
ſays he, throwing him his purſe, *< take | It 
* and fly as quick as poſſible.” The man 
did ſo. He threw his piſtol into the water, 
and in a moment diſappeared. Shenſtone | 
ordered the foot-boy, who followed behind 


them, topurlſye the robber at a diſtance, 


and obſerve whither he went. In two 
hours time the boy returned, and informed 
his maſter, that he followed him to Hales- 
en, where he lived; that he went to 
eee the 
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the very door of his houſe, and peeped 
through the key-hole ; that, as ſoon as the 
man entered, he threw the purſe on the 
ground, and, addreffing himſelf to his wife, 
„Take, ſays he, the dear-bought price 
© of my honeſty :* then raking two of his 

children, one on each knee, he ſaid to 

tbem, I have ruined my foul to keep you 
from ſtarving :* and immediately burſt 


| into a flood of tears. This tale of diftreſs 
„ I greatly affected Shenſtone, He enquired 
er the man's character, and found that 
„be was a labourer, honeſt and induftrious, 
7 but oppreſſed by want and a numerous 


family. He went to his houſe, where the 
man kneeled down at his feet, and im- 
plored mercy. Shenſtone carried him home 
to aſſiſt at the buildings, and other im- 
provements, which made himſelf ſo poor; 
and, when Shenſtone died, this labourer 
bedewed his grave with true tears of gra- 
litude, 


| 11 


— 
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At the time of the great conteſted elec- 
tion for repreſentatives of the city and li- 


berty of Weſtminſter, in 1749, when lord 


Trentham (now earl Gower) and Sir 
George Vandeput were candidates, the 


late doctor Barrowby greatly intereſted 
himſelf 1 in favour of the latter, Who Was 


put up to oppoſe the court - party. At this 
period he had, for ſome weeks, attended 


the noted Joe Weatherby, maſter of the Ben 


Johnſon's Head, in Ruſſel-ſtreet, who had 
been greatly emaciated, by a nervous fever, 
During the doctor's viſits, the patient's 
wife, not knowing that gentleman' s at- 
tachment, had frequently expreſſed her un- 
eaſineſs, that her dear Joe could not get 
up and vote for her good friend lord Tren. 
tham. Towards the end of the election, 
when very uncommon means were uſed on 
both ſides to obtain the ſuffrages of the 
people, the doctor, calling one morningon 
his patient, to his great aſtoniſhment found 
him up, and almoſt. dreſſed by the nurſe 
HY ä 
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and her aſſiſtants, We Hey- day ! What's N 
«© the cauſe of this! 85 exclaimed Barrow by. | 


C Why would you get out of bed without 
my direction? 11 Dear doctor, ſays 


poor Joe, in broken accents, I am going : 


5 to poll.“ To poll?” replies the doctor, 
with ſome warmth (ſuppoſing he was of 
the ſame opinion with his fair rib), going ; 
to the devil, you mean Why, do you. 7 
know, that the cold air may deſtroy you? 
Get to bed, man, get to bed as faſt as 


« you can, or immediate death may enſue. 


Oh! if that i is the caſe, Sir,“ returns the ; 
patient, in 2 feeble voice, eto be ſure 1 


© muſt act as you adviſe me; but 1 love 


* wy country, Sir, and thought, while my 
 * wife was out, to ſeize this opportunity to 


go to Covent Garden church, and "te : 


for Sir George Vandepur,”. Ln How, Joe! 


for Sir George!“ 3 Ya, Sir: I wiſh Ain 


i heartily well.“ * Do vou; P? fays, the me- 
dical politician. by Hold! nurſe, don” t 


pull off his ſtockings again. Tex me 
You, I. a feel 


\ 
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feel his pulſe. Hey! very well, a godd 
4 firm ſtroke. Egad, this will do. Tou 


took the pills 1 ordered - laſt night? 
Les, doctor; but they made me very 
* ſick.” Aye, ſo much the better. How 


did your maſter fleep, nurſe ? Oh, 

© charmingly, Sir.” <Didhe? Well, if his 
© mind be uneaſy about this election, he 
muſt be indulged. Diſeaſes of the mind 


greatly affect thoſe of the body. Come, 


come, throw a great coat or a blanket 


about him. It is a fine day: but the 


£2 ſooner he goes, the better; the fun wil 
be down very early, Here, here, lift 
him vp. Adad! a ride will do him good. 
He ſhall go with me to the huſtings in my 
© chariot? The doctor was directly obey- 
ed, and poor Joe Weatherby was carried 


in the chariot to the place of poll, where 


he gave his voice according to his con- 


ſcience, amidſt the acclamations of the 
; people; and, two hours after his phyſi 
N Cal triend had left him at his own houſe, 


Ke 19+ | e 
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#bſolutely departed this life, loaded with 
the reproaches of his beloved wife, and 
her friend of che court party. 8 


About the I 726, Sir Richard 
Steele made a journey to Scotland, in 
company with ſeveral gentlemen. of diſ- 
tinction. On their way, when near An- 
nan, they obſerved a flock of ſheep, and, 
at a little diſtance, their keeper ſtretched | 
on the ground with a book in his hand. 
Prompted by his ' ufual deſire of prying 
into human nature in every character, Sir 
Richard propoſed to his companions a lit- 
tle converſation with the ſhepherd; on 
which they all rode up to him, and "iy 
knight enquired of him the name of the 
book in his hand. The ſhepherd imme- 
diately ſtarted « on his feer, and told him the 
title of it. Pray, what do you learn 
from this book ?* continued Sir Richard 
_ FI learn from it the way to Hea- 
. replied the other. Very well z 


| BT © . 
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added the knight : : © we are fellow travel- = 
1 lers, bound to the ſame place, and it will MW 
< be very obliging, if you will ſhe w us the 
„way thither.“ With all my heart :* con- 
tinued the countryman z * if you will attend 
me to an eminence juſt at hand.” 1 To this 
propoſal, Sir Richard and his companions 
readily aſſented, and followed their guide 
to a riſing ground, from whence they had 
a view of an antique tower, a few miles 
diſtant. The ſhepherd then turning to 
the knight, « You ſee, Sir, faid he, | yor- 
der tower: the way to Heaven lies ſtrait 
« by it, and is the only ſafe and certain 
* way to future happineſs,” Amazed at the| 
clowniſn oddity of the direction, Sir 
Richard enquired of him, How the tower 
Was called? To which the ſhepherd re- 
plied, Sir, an't pleaſe your honour, ff dr 
© the name of it is the Tower of Repent-ſſ tc: 
Lance.“ This famous tower, as tradition en: 
reports, obtained its name from the ſuper - ſta 


LRitious deyotion of a diſtant anceſtor of fu! 
M,, 
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Mr. S——, of H—, who having com- 

mitted ſome. crime above the rate of ordi- 
nary penance, was directed by his ghoſtly 
father to expiate the guilt of it, by erecting 


ſtints; and, from this incident, the build- 


» MW ing has ever ſince been denominated che 
e Tower 2 7 W A | 


id 35 0.33445 2003 08: ve - 
es When Sir Walter Raleigh w, was commit- 
toll ted to the Tower, his friends, apprehefi- 
u- five of the effects an unmerited confine- 
ait ment might have over a mind like his- 7 


ain i procured leave for a phyſician to attend 
him. The doctor at firft found his patient 
gloomy and thoughtful: his room was 
cad with terror, and the lineaments of his 
 viſageſeemed'ro forebode ſomething very 
dreadful. By degrees, however, his coun. 


enquiries he began to make concerning the 
ſtate of his friends without, gave room to 


this edifice to the memory of one of the 


tenance grew more ſerene, and the kind 


eck an approaching change for the bet- 
| 5 IL. * | ters ; | 
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ter, Thus matters went on for above 4a 
week; when one day, the phyſician, enter 
ing a little haſtily into his apartment, found 
the great Sir Walter, the terror of Spain, 
the glory of England, and the reproach of 
the monarch. under whom he ſuffered, 
very bubly engaged by himſelf at puſh 
pin. The doctor was not a little Pleaſed, 
with the diſcovery. After ſtaying a pro- 
per time, he went home tranſported to his 
friends; and, telling them what he had 
ſeen, aſſured them there would be no fur- n 
ther occaſion for him to repeat his viſits... a | 
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Biſhop. net was s famous for that as. 
fence of thought which conſtitutes the 
characters of what the F rench call 'Petour--. 

die. All the world knows, that 1 in Paris, 
about the year 1680, ſeveral ladies of qua- 
| bty were impriſoned, on ſuſpicion. of poi- 
ſoning, and among the reſt, the counteſs 

Soiſſons, niece of cardinal Mazarine, and 

mother of the famous warrior prince 
5 Tops 


4. | 
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Eugene of Savoy. In the latter end of 
queen Anne's reign, when the prince came 
over to England, biſhop Burner, whoſe, 
curioſity was as eager as that of any Wo- 
man in the kingdom, begged of the duke 
of Marlborough, that he might have the 
fatisfaction of being in company with a per- 
ſon whoſe. fame reſounded through all. 
Europe. The duke complied with his re- 
queſt, on condition that he would be up- 
on his guard againſt ſaying any thing that 
might give diſguſt; and he was invited to 
dine with the prince, and other company, 
at Marlborough-houſe. Fhe biſhop, mind- 
jul of rhe caution he had received, reſolv- 
ed to ſit ſilent and incognito during the 
whole entertainment; and might have kept 
his re ſolution, had not prince Eugene, 

ſeeing him a dignified. clergyman, taken it 
into his head to aſ WhO he was. He no 
ſooner underſtood that it was Dr. Burnet, 
of whom he had. often heard, than he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the biſhop, and, among 


"RE other: 
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other queſtions, aſked When he was laſt at 
Paris? Burnet, fluttered by this unexpect- 
ed addreſs, and ſtill more perplexed by an 
| eager deſire to give the ſatisfaction requir- 


could not recollect the year; but it was at 
the time when the counteſs of Soiſſons was 
impriſoned. He had ſcarce pronounced 
theſe words, when his eyes meeting thoſe 
of the duke, be inſtantly recognized bis 

' blunder, and was deprived of all the diſ. 


ſtared wildly around, and, ſceing the whole 


ne Tarred's in the utmoſt de pe 


oe 0 


. The len Torquato Taſſo, by his 
poem entitled Rinaldo, extended | his re- 
putation throughout alMtaly, but greatly | 
chagrined his father, who thought it might 
ſeduce him from ſtudies more advantage- 


ous. Accordingly, | he went to Padua, where 
his 


= 


ed, anſwered with precipitation, that, He 


cretion he had left. He redoubled his er- 
ror by aſking pardon of his highneſs : he 


company embarraſſed, and out of counte- 


er 
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: his fon | then was, to remonſtrate againſt 
bis apparent purpoſe of devoting himſelf 


to philoſophy and poetry, and made uſe 


of many very harſh expreſſions 5 all which 
Taſſo heard with patience and tranquility, 
that made the old gentleman ſtill more an- 


gry. At laſt, Of what uſe, cried he, 
*is that philoſophy, of which you value 
* yourſelf ſo much? Sir,“ replied Taſ- 


fo, calmly, it has enabled me to- endure 


4 the harſhneſs even of om Space bop: 


| When Dryden offered his Virgil for ale 5 


to old Jacob Tonſon, and on his refuſal to 


give the bard: the price he aſked: for the 
tranſlation, - Dryden peeviſhly ſent him 


word, Fell the dog, that he who wrote 


them can write more; accompanied wittr 


a en e of the ad 8 n i 


theſe linas r: PHT”. 3; 


5. 
* E 


6 With ak Jacks bull fac d, and freckled fair, . 
With two left legs, with Jadas' colour'd hair, 
And frowſy pores, that taint the ambient air,” 
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In the reign of queen Elizabeth, when 
the Spaniards invaded England, by the in · 
ſtigation of pope Innocent VIII as king 
Philip himſelf alledged, with their invis- 

eible Armada, what kind of tragedy they 

intended to: act amongſt us, we learn from 


the anſwers of Don Pedro, one of their 


principal captains, taken by Sir Francis 
Drake; r | Wy ener What was pa 


fwereds Pings en Rites er bx | 
What! but to ſubdue the nation, and 


root it out.” And what meant you,” 
faid the lords, to do with the catholies ?“ 
Jo ſend them, good men,” ſaid: he di- 
rectly, 6 to Heaven; as all you hereties to: 
« Hell.? ea, ſaid the lords; © what 
meant you to do with: the whips of cord 
© and. wire, of which you: have: ſuch great 

plenty! 2? „To whip,” ſaid he, “ you here · 


I tics to death. © What would you ha ve 


done with their young children ? They, 
faid he, * who were above ſeven years old, 


* 6. ſhould 


PT, 
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» ſhould have gone the way their fathers: 


©went z the reſt ſhould have lived in per- 


a © petual bondage, branded in the forehead: 
vich the letter L, for Lutherans.) Be- 
ſides this, the lords of Spain that were in; 
the navy, had. divided among them all 
the noblemen's houſes in: England by 
name, quartered the whole kingdom 
amongſt one another, and had determined 


on ſundry manners of cruel deaths, both 
for the nobility and . the- reſt of the people. 
The ladies, women, and maidens, were 


deſtined to all villainy: and the rich mer- 
chantsꝰ houſes in London were put into a 
regiſter, by their very names, and aſſigned 


to the companies of the iquagrogs of their 


navy, for their ſpoil. This curious exa- 


mination was delivered by the lord trea- 
ſurer Bucleigh to the earl of Leiceſter, 
when the queen was in her camp, n 


411 
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The Spaniſh ſettlement of St. Aug”. 
tine was attacked in the | year 1747 by 
the Engliſh, who were obliged: to raiſe 
the fiege : at which time a party of High- 
landers, who attempted to cover their re- 
Dan were en 1 gent numbers of 
— by the /Spaniſh Lidia; was re- 
ſerved for that lingering death, of roaſting: 
by a flow fire, to which thoſe favages 98 
voted their priſoners. This unfortunate: 
foldier, when he beheld the preparations 
for the horrid tortures that attended him; 
being well acquainted with the Indian lan- 
guage from ſome years reſidence in 
Georgia, with equal plauſibility and reſo- 
lotion addreſſed the unrelenting barba+ 
trans in a ſpeech to the following purport : 
bs Heroes and Patriarchs of the new World, 
you were not the enemies I ſought” to 
meet; you have, however, gained the 
victory: make what uſe of it you think 
vst. The fate of war hath delivered me in» 
E o 
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to your hands; and 1 diſpute nor your 
© right. But, fiice it is the cuſtom of my 
6 fellow-citizefg to offer a ranſom for their 
6 lives, liſten to a propoſition which is not 


to be rejected. Know then, brave Ame- 


« ricans ! that in the country which gave 
© me birth, there are certain men endowed 


with ſupernatural knowledge. One of 
© theſe ſages, Who was allied to me by 
blood, gave me, when T became a ſol- 
dier, a charm which was to render me in- 


vulnerable. You ſaw how 1 eſcaped all 
«your darts: without that inchantment, 


+ was it poſſible I ſhould have ſurvived the 
many blows with which you aſſailed me F 


«I appeal to your valour. Did J either | 
ſeek for eaſe or fly from danger? It is not 
* ſo much my life that I now beg of you, 


aas the glory of revealing a ſecret of im- 


* portance to your preſervation, and of 
rendering the moſt valiant nation in the 
world immortal. Only leave me one of 
* my hands at liberty, for” the ceremonies 


of 
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© of the inchantment: I will give you # 
proof of its power upon - myſelf in 
if your preſence.” The Indians hearkened. 
| with avidity to a ſpeech, that equally ſuited 
ij their warlike diſpoſition, and their incli- 
nations towards the marvellous. After a 
ſnort deliberation, they unlooſed one of 
the priſoner's arms. The Scotchman re- 
queſted, that his bread; fyord: ſhould be- 
given to the moſt alert and moſt vigorous: 
| perſon in the aſſembly; and, laying, bare 
his neck, after he had rubbed it over with 
magic ſigns, and muttered a few-inarticu- 


late words, he called out, with a loud | 
voice and a chearful air, * Behold ye now. 
© ſage Indians, an inconteſtable evidence of - 
© my- ſincerity; You, warrior, who graſp WW i 
© the inſtrument of death, ſtrike with your 1 
© whole force; you are not only unable to F 
ſever my head from my body, but even 0 
to pierce the ſkin of my neck Ee had 
ſcarce pronounced theſe words, when the. x 
N 


n. nn a moſt dreadful blow, 
; made 


=, 1 » * * 


q ""—_ 
* 
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made the head of the ſerjeant fly to the 
diſtance of twenty yards. The aſtoniſhed; | 


ſavages ſtood immoveable.. They looked 


at the bloody; cargaſe, and then caſt, theig 


eyes on themſelves, as if to reproach. one 
another for their ſtupid oredulity. Ad- 
miring, however, the ſtratagem employed 


by the ſtrangen to ſhorten his deaths. and 5 
| to avoid the torments that were prepared 


for him, they granted to his corpſe the fie 
neral. De hag; eee 


„B xl. Was — ene = 
Triſtan the hermit, his grand provoſt, a 
barbarous: miniſter, and blind to: all his 
maſter's, caprices. Being one day at din+ | 
ner, he perceived, by the ſide of 2 monk, 


who had the curioſity to ſee the king dine, 


deteſted. He gave a wink to the provoſt 
Friſtan, who, being accuſtomed. to this 
kind of language, and thinking that his 
maſter PS: hate the monk diſpatch 
| cd, 
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ed, had him ſeized, upon his retiring by 


the Satellites, who tied him up in a ſack, 


and threw him into the Seine; this was the 


method that Triſtan uſed to get rid of 


thoſe the king choſe to deſtroy. The of. 


ficer, who obſerved the ſign given by 
Lewis, and knew his meaning, took horſe 
and eſcaped with all poſſible ſpeed. This 
the king was informed of, and aſked FErif- 
tan, the next day, Why he had not execut- 


ed the orders he had given him by the 
ſign? S replied Triſtan, our man 


© has got a good way by this time,” A 
good way Þ ſaid the king ; © he was ſeen 
© yeſterday at Amiens.“ It is a miſtake, 
replied Triſtan, boldly; Il warrant he 
© js at Rouen, and not at Amiens, if he 
© has been ſwimming ever ſince.” © Who 


© Why. the monk, © anſwered Triſtan; 
whom you pointed to yeſterday : he was 
* immediately tied up in a ſack, and thrown 
$i into the river... How! the monk * 


ſaid 


do you mean ?” reſumed the monarch; 
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faid Lewis; Good God 1 what haſt thou 


© done ? He was the worthieſt monk in my 
whole kingdom. A dozen maſſes of re- 
« quiem muſt be faid for him to-morrow, - 
6 which will clear our conſciences. FT want- 
© ed only to wa the Picardy lpia: ai = 
pa | Sis 3 
The late Mur Ralph Aled, 4 FEY) bes 
been univerſally honoured with the epi- 
thet of good, was originally born to no 
profeſſion. A fund of good ſenſe, how- 
ever, ſhewed him the moſt likely methods 
of procuring an immenſe eſtate; and his 
conduct proves the ancient adage, that 
Every man is the maker of his own fortune. 


The croſs-poſts all over England were of 


his contrivance: theſe he farmed from the 


government, and they turned out highly 
to his advantage. An eſtate he purchaſed 


near Bath was bought with equal pru- 
dence : it was found to contain a quarry, 


from whence the ſtones for building the 


moſt 
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moſt beautiful parts of that town were 
taken. By this eſtate he gained ſuch con- 
ſiderable ſums, that, though he gave num- | 
| berleſs benefactions to the indigent or me- | 
ritorious, he died worth more than an hun-, 
dred thouſand pounds. It is told of this 1 
excellent man, that he once courted a 
young lady, whoſe father wanted to e 0 
the match, as it was very advantageous. ; 
The young lady, however, was pre-engaged: : 
to another lover; which, when Mr. Allen 
knew, he generouſly portioned out his 6 
miſtreſs from his own fortune, and gave her 
away himſelf to his own rival. The honours 
which ſo much virtue deſerved; were am- 
ply recompenſed VE Mr. Pape, in . 
fine lines: N 
Let made Allen, with Ps GET e . 

« * Do good by ſtealth, and bluſh to find it fame.“ 5 
Charles V. emperor, of Germany, being 
eager in the purſuit of a ſtag, loſt his com- 
Pany, and, killed the flag two miles from 
Madrid 3 


are a luſty fellow,, ſhould carry them 
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Madrid; when an old country fellow hap- 
pening to Seen by with an aſs and a load 


of wood, he offered to give him more than 
the wood was 8 if he would carry the 
ſtag to Madrid ; and the countryman mer- ' 


rily anſwered, * By the Lord, friend, I be- 


« lieve you are a fool: you ſee the ſtag is 
© heavier. than the, aſs. and, wood together, 
and yet you would have the poor als to 
© carry him: it were better that vou, who. 


© both,” The emperor was. pleaſed with 
the reply. and, whilſt, he walted 
company, fell 1 into diſcourſe with a Ad : 
man, aſking him, How .many kings he- 
had knowu? The peaſant anſwered, * I 


have liyed under live kings; John, his 
*fon Henry, king Ferdinand, king Phi- 


{ lip, and this Charles... Which of them, 
father, ſays the emperor, * was the beſt, - 
and which. the worſt * 2* There is no. 
doubt to be made, replind the old man, 
« but Ferdinand. Was 6h beſt * and. who. 
6 che 
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the worſt, I ſhan't ſay : but he we have 
* now is bad enough; always rambling to 
Italy, Germany, and Flanders, carry- 
* ing all the money out of Spain; and 
* though his revenues are great enough to 
conquer the world, yet he isalways lay- 
ing on new taxes, ſo that we poor coun- 
* trymen are quite beggared.* The empe- 
ror, finding the fellow was in earneſt, be- 
gan to plead his own cauſe the beſt he 
could, without diſcovering himſelf, tilt 
his company came up: when the country- 
man, ſeeing the reſpe& they fhewed him, 
ſaid, © It were pleaſant if it ſhould prove 
to be the king; but had F known it, 3 
would have ſaid much more.” © T he 
emperor was ſo far from being Aiſpieaſed 
With the diſcourſe, that he gave the old 
man a ſum of money, and ſettled a orion 
on his daughter. 07 än 
Blondiaux was apaet, of whom it is not 
| 100 nelly when he hved or o died, other: 
| wie 
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wiſe than he is found to have been known 
to Richard I. king of England, who died 
in 1199. A good French chronicle con- 
tains the following anecdote: Richard 
having had, 1 in the Holy Wars, a quarrel 
with Leopold duke of Auſtria, was afraid, 
at his return home, to paſs in his public 
_ character through the Auſtrian dominions, 

for fear of the duke; z or through thoſe of 
France, far fear of king Philip Auguſtus ; 


and therefore travelled: in diſguiſe. But 


the duke, being informed of his arrival, 
ſeized him, and confined him in a caſtle, 
where he remained priſoner, none know- 
ing, for a long time, where he was. 
King Richard had retained in his ſervice a 
minſtrel, or bard, whoſe name was Blon- 
del. The bard, miſſing his maſter, felt 
his ſubſiſtence cut ſhort, and the happi- 
nels of his life very much impaired. He 
found the account well verified of the 
king's departure from the Holy Land; 

but met with none that 0 Ong, tell, with | 
certainty, 
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certainty whither he was gone, and therefore 
wandered over many countries to try whe- 

ther he could find him by any intelligence. 
It happened, after a conſiderable time thus 
ſpent, that Blondel came to a city near 
the caſtle in which king Richard, his 
-maſter, was confined ; and, aſking his hoſt 
to whom it belanged, was told, that it was 
one of the fortreſſes of the duke of Auſtria. 
: Blondel then inquired, Whether there were 
any priſoners in it? (which was a queſtion 
| he always took ſome indirect method of 
introducing), and was anſwered by his 
- hoſt, that there was one priſoner, who had 
been there about a year, but that he was 
not able to tell who he was. Blondel, 
having received this information, made uſe 
of the general reception which miaſtrels 
find, to malte acquaintance in the caſtle: 
but though he was admitted, could never 
obtain a fight of the priſoner, to know 


whether he was the king; till one day be 


1 himſelf over againſt a window of 
che 


7 A os 
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the tower where king Richard was kept, 
and began to fing a French ſong which 
they had formerly compoſed together. 
When the King heard the ſong, he knew 


that the finger was Blondel; and when 


half of it was Tung, he began the other half, 


and compleated it. Blondel, then know- 
ing the'refidence and condition of the king 
his maſter, went back to England, and re- 


lated the adventure to the Engliſh barons. 
Richard was ſoon after releaſed from his 
captivity, on paying two thirds of one 
hundred and fifty thouſand marks of filver, 


and giving hoſtages for che remainder, 


Wile doctor Garth was detained in his 
chariot one day, in a little ſtreet near 
Covent Garden, by an embarras, ariſing ; 


from a bloody battle between two female 


; bruiſers, an old woman hobbled out of a 
cellar, and begg ged him, for God's ſake, 


to take a look at her poor huſband, who 


was in a mortal bad way 3 adding, I 
e know 


— — — Ee me end pores . ov | 
"ei 2 int 9 22 1 — ů 
Ty — - - — of by 8 Bo 
3 


1 
N 
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© know you are a ſweet-tempered gentle- 
« man, as. well as a cute doctor, and there- 
< fore make bould to ax your advice, for 
which I ſhall be obliged to you as long as 
© 1 live.” The doctor, whoſe good nature 
| was really equal to his medical knowledge, 


inſtead of being offended at the old wo- 


f man's redundant addreſs to him, quitted 


his chariot immediately, and followed her 


to her huſband; but, finding, by his' ap- 
pearance, that he wanted food more than 

_phyſic, and having reaſon to believe, from 
the anſwers they both returned to his queſ- 
tions, that they deſerved his charity a8 
much as they excited his compaſſion, fat 


| down and wrote a draft on his banker for 


In the wir carried on by Louis XII. of 
F rance againſt the Venetians, the town of 
' Breſcia being taken by ſtorm, and aban- 
doned to the ſoldiers, ſuffered, for ſeven 


| days, all the diſtreſſes of cruelty and ava- 
rice. 


CC. 
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rice. No houſe eſcaped but where che- 


valier Bayard was lodged. At his entrance, - 
the miſtreſs, a woman of figure, fell at 


| his feet, and, deeply ſobbing, Oh! my Bn 


lord, ſave my life; ſave the honours of 
my daughters. 1 Take courage, ma- 
dam; ' ſaid the chevalier: your life, and 


Th their honour, ſhall be ſecure, while 1 


© have life.“ oy + Þ two young ladies, 5 
brought from their hiding-place, were pre- 
ſented to him ; and the family, thus re- 


united, beſtowed their whole attention on 


their deliverer. A dangerous wound he 
had received, gave them opportunity to 


expreſs their zeal : they employed. a nota- 
ble ſurgeon ; T they attended him by turn, 


day and night; and, when he could bear 
to be amuſed, they entertained him with 
concerts of muſic. Upon the day fixed 
for his departure, the mother ſaid to him, 5 


To your goodneſs, my lord, we owe our 


; lives, and to you, all that we have be- 


© longs by right of war; but we hope from 
Vor. I. = © your 
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your ſignal benevolence, that this ſlight 


tribute will content you,“ [placing upon 
the table an iron coffer full of money]. 


© What is the ſum,” ſaid the chevalier. 
My lord,” anſwered ſhe trembling, * no 


© more but two thouſand five hundred du- 
* cats, all that we have; but if more be 
© neceflary, Wwe will try our friends.” 

© Madam,” ſaid he, I never fhall forget 


your kindneſs, more precious in my eyes, 
than a hundred thouſand ducats. Take 


* back your money, and depend always on 


me.“ My good lord, you kill me, to to. 
« refuſe this ſmall ſum: take it only as a 
mark of your friendſhip to my family. p 


Well, faid he, fince it will oblige you, 


* Itake the money; but give me the fatis- 


faction of bidding adieu to your amiable 


ſaid he, tlie impreſſion you have made 


on my Heart, will never wear out. What 


: return to make, I know not; for men of 


6 my 
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my profeſſion are ſeldom opulent: but, 


© here are two thoufand five hundred du- 
(cats, of which the generofity of your 


mother has given me the diſpoſal. Ac 

* cept them as a marriage preſent; and 
may your happineſs i in marriage, be equal | 
to your merit.” Flower of chivalry * 
cried the mother, may the God who fuf- 

« fered death for us, e FREY uns zac 


„ hereafter.” 


It is clad that the pee Mr. 3 
Pope generally uſed by way of oath, was, 
God mend me.“ Oneday, in a diſpute with | 
a hackney-coachman, he uſed this expreſ- 
ſion, * Mend you!” fays the coachman : J 

it would not be half the trouble to make : 


4 new one.” 


& be 


A e of Marſeilles having bebt 


twenty guineas on his counter, which 
were taken away; and, as it was ſuſpected, 
by Towne perſon in the family, Having 

* 2 made 
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made all the ſearch poſſible, without ſuo- 
ceſs, he, at length, addreſſed himſelf to 
| Lavine, a celebrated magician. The con- 
juror, according to cuſtom, confidently. 
aſſured him, that, if the money was gone 

to Hell itſelf, he would find means to bring 
it back. He was to receive a louis d'or 

for his pains; and, in order to undertake 
the affair . he requeſted a liſt 
of the names of all the perſons in the mer- 
chant's family, which was accordingly 
complied with. He again deſired, that all 
the family, not one excepted, ſhould be 
preſent the next Yaſs which was in like 

manner executed. Lavine accordingly N 

appeared the next morning, bringing un- 


der his arm, a black cock, and in his hand, 6 
an old book, grown greaſy with being 
fthumbed over on theſe occaſions, This 0 
| book he pretended. to be cabaliſtical, and « 


to contain all the ſecrets of his art. Upon 

entering, he aſked the merchant, If all the 

family were preſent ? To which being an- 
ſwered 


dy Sv @_ 
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ſwered in the affirmative, the conjuror or- 
dered them to be all brought into one room. 
Oppoſite this chamber was another, which 
he kept for himfelf, to perform his incan- 
tations with more ſolemnity. He now or- 
dered the windows of both chambers to be 
ſhut, ſo as not to admit the leaſt light: 
after which, he began the incantation with 
the moſt incomprehenſible ſolemnity. Aﬀ- 
ter this, he informed the merchant, that 
the thief was actually in the houſe, and 
ſhould ſoon be diſcovered by the crowing 
of his cock, which never failed on ſuck 
* I} occaſions.. But, continued he, I hope, 
Sir, you will not be diſpleaſed with me, 
ſhould the devil carry the thief away with 
* him, The devil, Sir, is a very thrifty 
* ſort of a gentleman, and will have his 
© reward; and truly, it is but reaſonable _ 
that he ſhould do nothing for nothing“ 
All this he ſaid with an air, very proper to 
impoſe on the ignorant. After this, um- 
perceived in the dark, he rubbed the cock 


„ : with 


approach one after the other in the dark, 


246 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
with lamp-black, .and, calling all the fa- 
mily by their names, he ordered them to 


and lay their hands on the cock's wings, 


aſſuring them, that ſuch was his gift, that 


he would no fooner feel the hand of the 
thief, than he would diſcover him by crow- 
ag, and the devil would take him badily 
away. A ſervant maid, who was actually 
_ guilty, paſſed by the cock without touch- 
ing him, imagining that this would fave 
her from the diſcovery the cock would 
otherwiſe make, by crowing. Every one 


of the family, as they approached, laid their 


hands on the cock, as conſcious of their 
own innocence, | ſhe only excepted; as 
fearing if ſhe touched him, he would feel 
ber guilty hand, and diſcover her by crow- 

ing. All had paſſed by, but the cock was 
fill ſilent, when Lavins, throwing open 
the windows, deſired every one to ap- 
proach and ſhew their hands. All, it 


ſeems, were * but the maid's, 
when 
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when Lavine, catching her by the arm, 


cried out, Here, here is the thief.” In ſhort, 
ſhe was ſo much ſurprized with his peremp- 
tory manner, that ſhe confeſſed the fact, 


and reſtored the money. 
\ 


The e common net in the reign of queen 

Mary, ſays Sir Richard Baker, for catching 
proteſtants, was, the Real Preſence; and 
this net was employed to catch the lady 
Elizabeth; for being one day aſked what 
ſhe thought of theſe words of Chriſt, 
* This is my body,” and whether ſhe be- 
lieved age the true body was in the ſacka⸗ 


ſhe 3 *. 8 por ag z ak 0 


Chriſt was the word that wks it; 
He took the bread and brake it; 
And what the Word did make i its 
That! believe and take it.“ 
An anſwer, which, however Night and fa- 
perficial in appearance, contains a great 
deal of good ſenſe and judgement, and 


Ld Eo enabled 
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enabled her to eſcape the fnare which was 
laid for her, and unto which a direct and 


politive reply would en, have betray- 
ed her. 


It is well known how prevalent the cuſ. 

tom is in India of the wives burning | 

themſelves after the death of their huf- 
bands. One day an Indian woman came 
to the governor of the town where ſhe 
3 lived, and told him, that, as her huſband 
was dead, ſhe hoped he would give her 
leave to burn herſelf alive, according to 
the cuſtom of her country. The governor, 
who had long endeavoured to diſcourage 
' theſe practices, refuſed to grant her re- 


. queſt. How l' cried the woman, not 


burn myſelf! Here is a governor for you 
indeed A poor widow only aſks leave 
to burn herſelf for the good of the pub - 
lc, and ſhe canhot obtain permiſſion to do 

«* ſo. My mother, my aunts, and my ſiſ- 

. ? ters, all burn themſelves in a creditable 
manner, | 


o * 
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* manner, and here, unfortunate as I am, 1 


* only civilly deſire to do the ſame, and it 
is denied me! A young bonze, who 
was ſtanding by, and pleaſed with the re. 
ſolution of the woman, told her, ſhe was 
doing what was agreeable to her Deity, 
and that ſhe would certainly be rewarded 
in the next world, by again meeting her 
| huſband, and being married to him anew. 
* How! cried ſhe, - meet my huſband 
© again, and be married anew, to an old, 
_ * jealous man! Burn yourſelf, if you 


« pleaſe, I want no ſuch rewards. I was in 


© hopes to have made myſelf celebrated; 


but if that is all the recompence Jam to 

+ have, I might as well ſtay where I am; 

and therefore, Mr. governor, I beg 

6 leave to ey _e commands.” 
. . Pp 


Theelevatian of aimest that a ae 


for liberty inſpires, is conſpicuous in the 
following anecdote; A Corſican being 
condemned to die for an atrocious crime, 


NM 5 „ 8 
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his nephew (with deep concern) addreſſed 
Paoli in the following terms: Sir, if you 
* pardon my uncle, his relations will give 
*10 the ſtate a thouſand zechins, beſide 
«Fornithing fifty ſoldiers during the fiege 
of Furiali: let him be baniſhed, and he 
© ſhall never return.“ Paoli, knowing the 
virtue of the young man, ſaid to him, 
| * You are acquainted with the circum- 
* ftarices of that caſe : I will conſent to a 
* pardon, if you can fay, as an honeſt 
* man, that it will be juſt or honourable 
for Corſica. The young man, hiding 
bis face, burſt into tears, ſaying, *I would 
n not have the honour of our cy" fold = 
$ end a und zechins - 


Upon the eriahs of the e e 
Overburyꝰ s murder, there was one Simon 
(a ſervant of Sir Thomas Monfon, who 
was concerned in the murder) examined 
for carrying a poiſoned tart to Sir Thomas 
| Overbury. ng Ns into court; 80, 


2 . a 1 Simon, | 


82 


© had a hand in this poiſoning buſineſs. 
Only a finger, my lord; replied the cul- 
prit, © and that coſt me all my nails and 
+ hair? He had, it ſeeme, taſted the ſy- 
rup of the tart with his finger, and even 


that ſmall quantity produced theſe violent 


effects upon his conſtitution, This inge- 
nuous anſwer faved his life; for it was 


thought he would not have taſted the 4 


cup. had be known! it ; to be ao apa 


An archbiſhop of Cub making 
a tour into the country, ſtopped at an inn 
for refreſhment. Being at the window, he 


obſerved at a diſtance, in a ſolitary wood, a 
well-dreffed man alone, talking and acting 


a kind of part. The prelate's curioſity 


was excited to know what the ſtranger was 


about, and accordingly ſent fome of his 


ſervants to obſerve him, and hear what he 


was rehearſing ; but, bringing him back an 


anſwer that was not ſatisfactory, his grace 


M6 reſolv- 
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Simon, ſaid the chief juſtice, © you have 


2 , 
= 


4 You- are all alone” 
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reſolved to go himſelf. He accordingly. 
repaired-to the wood, ordering his atten- 


dants.to keep at adiſtance, He addreſſed. 
the ſtranger very politely, and was anſwer- 
ed with the ſame civility. : A converſation. 
having been. once entered into, though not 
without interruptions by an occaſional ſo- 
liloquy, his grace aſked him What he was 


about? I am at play: he replied. * At 


* play !' ſaid the prelate ;.* and with whom? 
* l own,” ſaid he, 
Sir, you do not perceive my antagoniſt ;. 


but I am: playing with G-d-!* Playing 
with G-d! (his lordſhip thinking the 
man out of his mind) * this is a very extra- 
ordinary party; and pray what game, 


Sir, are you playing.?? At cheſs, Sir. 


The archbiſhop ſmiled; but the man ſeem- 
ing peaceable, he was willing to amuſe 
| himſelf with a few more queſtions. * And 


do you play for any thing, Sir?“ Cer- 
* tainly.” * You cannot. have any great 


chance, as your adverſary muſt be fo 


, ſuperior 5 
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* ſuperior to you.” He does not take 
© any advantage, but plays merely like a 
man.“ Pray, Sir, when you win or 
© loſe, how do you ſettle your accounts?“ 
1 ery exactly and punctually, I promiſe 
"Js Indeed pray how ſtands your 
game: ? The ſtranger, after muttering 
ſomething to himſelf, ſaid, Why I have 
juſt loſt it.? © And how much have you 
loſt?' Fifty guineas.* That is a 
great ſum? How do you intend paying ir, 
does G- d take your money ?* No, the 
poor are his treaſurers: he always ſends 
ſome worthy perſon. to receive the debt, 
and you are at preſent the purſe-bearer.” 


3 Saying this, he pulled out his purſe, and 


reckoning fifty guineas, he put them into 
his grace's hand, and retired, ſaying, He 
mould play no more that day. The pre- 
late was quite faſcinated : he did not know 

what to make of this extraordinary adven- 
ture: he viewed the money, found all the 
guineas good; recalled what had paſſed, 


„ be. 
, by 


#54 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 
and began to think there muſt be ſome- 
thing more in this man than he had dif- 
covered, However, he continued his 
Journey, and applied the money to the uſe 
of the poor, as had been directed. Upon 
his return, he ſtopped at the ſame inn, and, 
perceiving the ſame perſon again in the 
wood in his former ſituation, he reſolved to 
have a little further converſation with him, 
and went alone to the ſpot where he was. 
The ſtranger was a comely man, and the 
prelate could not help viewing him with 
a kind of religious veneration, thinking, by 
this time, that he was inſpired to do good 
in this uncommon manner. The prelate 
accoſted him as an old acquaintance, and 
familiarly aſked him how the chance ſtood 
ſince they had firſt met? Sometimes for 
me, and ſometimes againſt me. I have 
© both loſt, and won.“ And are you at 
play now ?? Tes, Sir, we have played 
© ſeveral games to-day.” And who wins ? 
. ata Sn, at prefent the advantage is on 
my 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 255 
my fide; the game is juſt over; I have a 
fine ſtroke, cheek-mate there it is.” 
* And pray, Sir, how much have you 
on? Five hundred guineas.“ This 
eis a handſome ſum; but how are you to 
be paid?” I pay and receive in the 
_ © ſame manner: he always fends ſome good 
«rich man, when I win, and you, my 
lord, are the perſon ; G-d.is remarkably 
punctual upon theſe occaſions.” The 
archbiſhop had received a eonſiderable 
ſum that very day; the ſtranger knew i W 
and, producing a piſtol, by way of receipt, 
the prelate found himſelf under the neceſ- 
fity of giving up his caſh z and, by this 
time, diſcovered this divine- inſpired game- 
ter to be no lefs than a thief. His lord- 
 fhip, in the courſe of his journey, related 
the firſt part of this adventure; but the 
latter part he took great pains to conceal, 


When the late facetious Bonnel Thorn- 
ton was aſtudent at Oxford, having a na- 
: tural 
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tural turn for gaiety, and being a good 
deal circumſcribed in his finances, he was 
obliged to have recourſe to ſtratagem for 
ways and means: he had lately had two 
new ſuits of clothes, and anticipated his 
taylor's demands by a fictitious bill, for 
which, upon remitting it to his father, he 
received the amount by the return of the 
| poſt. The ſight of ſo much caſh, which 
he had been unaccuſtomed to, animated 
bim with an uncommon flow of ſpirits, 
which were not to be indulged in ſcholaſtic 
exerciſes, ſo that he immediately ſet out 

for the capital; and, having there equip- 
ped himſelf with a bag-wig oa ſword, he 
accompanied his dulcinea to the play, in 
the pit. The ſecond muſic was ſcarce fi- 
niſhed, before his father came and placed 
himſelf in the ſeat before him; and, preſent- 
ly turning round, was a good deal ſtartled at 
ſeeing a figure that ſo much reſembled his 
- ſon. * What, Bonnell !* ſaid he, are you 

3 chere But Wenk who knew nothing 
could 
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could befriend him upon this occaſion but 
effrontery, reſolved to brazen it out, turn- 
ed to his lady, and chatred with her, not 
pay ing any attention to the old gentleman's 
inquiries. His father was, however, very 
diſſatisfied, notwithſtanding Bonnell's diſ- 
guiſe, and retired before the play was 
| finiſhed, much chagrined. Upon his re- 
turn home, he found an intimate friend, 
to whom he communicated the cauſe of the 
mortification he had received, and added, 
That he would burn his will, and cut ſuch 
an ungrateful raſcal off with a ſhilling: an 
unnatural ſcoundrel, who had publicly 
diſowned his father. Mr. Thornton's 
friend endeavoured to ſoften his paſſion, 
and diſſuade him from ſo precipitate an 
act; ſaying, That he could not poſſiblx 
think it was Bonnell Mr. Thornton had 
ſeen, and that his dreſs was a proof of the 
miſtake. This, however, did not prevent 
his perſevering in the reſolution of deſtroy- 
ing his will, till his friend agreed to ſer out 
early 
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early the next morning for Oxford, and 
there receive ſatisfactory intelligence. Bon- 
nell, convinced of his critical ſituation, ſet 
out poſt for Oxford as foon as the play was 
finiſhed, and got there time enough to be 
at morning prayers. His father arrived 
there with his friend in the evening, and, 
upon enquiry, finding his fon was at col- 
lege, and had been at prayers that very 
morning, he returned TOY — . 
Bonnell's filial duty. * 


Wamwenh Dillon, earl of RofLowitiah: 
a nobleman more diſtingutſhed by his ge- 
nius, than by his illuſtrious birth, having 
been attacked in the night by three ruf. 
fans, who deligned to aſſaſſinate him, was 
generouſly defended by an officer, Who 

chanced that inſtant to paſs by. Roſcom- 
mon, who had eſcaped the danger he had 
been expoſed to, and full of gratitude for 
his brave defender, diveſted himſelf im- 
mediately, in favour of him, of his poſt 


CURIOUS ANECDOFES. 239 
of captain of the guards to the lord lieute- _ 
nant of Ireland. | 


. Da 5 BOAR anecdote of the famous 
Roubiliac, deſerves to be recorded: Some 
years ſince the above celebrated ſtatuary 
found a parcel of bank notes in the church- 
yard of St. Martin in the Fields, to the 
amount of ſeven thouſand pounds, the pro- 
perty of a Yorkſhire gentleman, who ad- 
vertiſed a reward of five hundred pounds * 
in conſequence of which, Mr. Rou- 
diliac returned the notes, but gene- 
rouſly refuſed to take the reward, though 
at that time he was greatly diſtreſſed for 1 
money. The gentleman, charmed with 
his behaviour, made him a preſent of a 
fne ſet of plate, and left him one thou- 
ſand pounds in his will, in caſe he ſur- 
vived him; but Mr. Roubiliac dying 
firſt, rendered the gentleman's — : 


5 intention of no effect. 
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James II. gained numbers of the 


Scotch by familiarity : he had long dif- 
guſted them by his diſtance: the change 
in his manners was owing to an accident. 


When the duchefs. of York came firſt to 
Scotland, ſhe one day obſerved three co- 


vers upon the dining - table. She aſked the 


duke for whom the third was intended. 


He anſwered, For general Dalziel, whom 
he had aſked to dine with him. The 


ducheſs refuſed to permit a private gentle. 


man to ſit at table with her. Dalziel, 


who had been in the Imperial ſervice, en- 
tered the room in the mean time; and, 


hearing the ſcruples of the ducheſs, told 


her, He had dined at a table where her 


father had ſtood at his back; alluding to 


the duke of Modena's being a vaſſal of the 


emperor. The duchels felt the reproof, 


and adviſed her huſband not to olfeud the 


Wed 


When 
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When the late Dr. George Berkeley, 
| biſhop of Cloyne, entered Trinity college, 
Dublin, he was ſoon looked upon as 
the greateſt genius, or the greateſt dunce, 
in the whole univerſity. Thoſe who were but 
Nightly acquainted with him, took him for 
a fool; but thoſe who ſhared his moſt in- 
timate friendſhip, looked upon him as a 
prodigy of learning and good - nature. 
Whenever he appeared abroad, which was 
but ſeldom, he was ſurrounded by a crowd 
of the idle or the facetious, who followed 
him, not to be improved, but to laugh. 
Of this he frequently complained, but 
there was no redreſs: the more he fretted, 
he became only the more ridiculous. An 
action of his, however, ſoon made him 
more truly ridiculous than before: curio- 
ſity leading him one day to ſee an execu- 
tion, he returned home penſive and melan- 
choly, and could not forbear reflecting on 
what he had ſeen. He deſired to know 
e 8 
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what were the pains. and ſymptoms a male- 
factor felt upon ſuch an occaſion, and 
communicated to his chum the cauſe of 
his ſtrange curioſity ; in ſhort, he reſolved: 
to tuck himſelf up for a trial; at the ſame 
time, py” his companion to take him 
down at a ſignal agreed upon. The 
companion; whoſe name was Contarine, 
was to try the ſame experiment himſelf im- 
mediately after. Berkeley was according- 
ly tied up to the cieling, and the chair 
taken from under his feet; but ſoon loſing. 
the uſe of his ſenſes, his companion, it 
«ſeems, waited a little too long for the ſig- 
nal agreed upon, and our enquirer had 
like to have been hanged in good earneſt; 
for, as ſoon as he was taken down, he 
fell, ſenſeleſs and motionleſs, upon the 
floor. After ſome trouble, however, he 
was brought to himſelf; and, obſerving; his 
band, © Bleſs my heart, Contarine, ſays he, 
you have quite rumpled my band. 
To 55 When 
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When it came to Contarine's turn to go 0 


8 
2 


up, he quickly evaded the propoſal: J 
the other's 3 quite abated bis 


curiolity, 
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